EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

To:

ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

You are hereby requested to attend a meeting of EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL to be held at Bedlington Station Residents Association, on Tuesday 4 May 2010 at 6.30 pm.
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below.  

Ron Thornton
Parish Clerk









22 April 2010 
__________________________________________________________________________

OPEN SESSION

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to, or draw relevant matters to the attention of, the Council, prior to commencement of business.  This is for a period of 15 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person.

A G E N D A

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
To sign as a correct record the minutes of the East Bedlington Parish Council meeting held on 6 April 2010. 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
To receive from members in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting, disclosure of any personal or prejudicial interests.
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

A schedule of correspondence received is attached at Appendix A. Members are requested to note the correspondence received and the actions taken and proposed.

6. CLERKS rEPORT
To note the following;
· Insurance – The Council’s insurers have been changed this has resulted in a saving of over £700.

· The Annual Internal Audit has been carried out. 

· An initial assessment of the IT network has been carried out.

· A meeting with NCC is to take place regarding planting of flower beds outside Sleekburn House

· A meeting will take place shortly regarding the hand- over of festive lighting. 
7. Invoices & Payment Vouchers
The Council is requested to approve the schedule of expenditure attached at Appendix B.
8. Receipts

To note the following receipts:
· Parish Precept
£37,501.00

9. Financial Postion

The Council is requested to note the Parish’s financial position as follows;

· Cleared balance up to and including expenditure Voucher 12 (24 April 2010) - £90,794.44. 
10.
Bank Reconciliation

To receive the bank reconciliation for year ended 31 March 2010 attached at Appendix C.
11. RISK REGISTER

To review the Council’s Risk Register and the steps taken to manage the identified risks including internal controls that have been put in place.

12. REVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT

12.1
The Council has a statutory responsibility (under the Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003, as amended) to carry out at least annually a review of its system of Internal Audit. The review was carried out by the Finance Working Group by means of assessing arrangements against expected standards specified in “Governance and Accountability for Local Councils”.

Recommendations

The Council is requested to note the Finance Working Group’s assessment and areas for development (attached at Appendix D).
12.2 That formal Terms of Reference for Internal Audit are drawn up and approved by the Council for 2010/11.

12.3 That an Annual Internal Audit Plan is drawn up for 2010/11 and approved by the Council.

13. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS

13.1 Application No 10 – Bedlington Station Sea Angling Club
13.2 Application No 11 - Barnesbury Cycling Club
13.3 Application No 12 – Bedlington Community High School
 14. CRIME REPORT

To receive a crime update from PC Steve McIntosh.

15. BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

To consider the Council’s position with regard to the future of Bedlington Community Centre.

16.TOWN TWINNING

To consider the letter received from the Wansbeck/Shalksmuhle Society and to take forward previous resolutions (minute CO46/09 refers).  

17. CIVIC EVENT INVOLVING BRASS BAND

To discuss the potential for a Civic event involving a brass band.
18. WOODHEAD RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

To consider a letter from the Secretary of the Woodhead Resident’s Association and to determine a response.
19. TRAINING

To consider training opportunities provided by NCC for the Parish Clerk / Councillors.
20. WORKING GROUPS 
To receive reports 
· Publicity, Communications and Civic events
· Finance
· Environment
· Heritage, Culture, Sport & Health Living
21. MATTERS FOR DECISION


21.1
Heritage proposals for the Council for 2010/11.

21.2    Erection of hanging baskets on Network Rail Property.
21.3
Approval of Estimates for the planting of flower beds outside Bedlington Station Platform.
22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
To consider any other items for information only including items to be brought forward to the next meeting.
23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be on Tuesday 1June 2010 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCILLORS:  Allan Stewart (Chair), Brian Richmond (Deputy Chair), Dave Armstrong, Anthony Barrett, Allan Douglas, Irene Harbottle, Ronald Major, Arthur Pegg, Helen Short, Alex Wallace and Alyson Wallace. 

Appendix A


Schedule of Correspondence Received.

	Ref No
	Date
	Name
	Details
	Action

	106
	30/3/2010
	Kieth Slesser
	Issues concerning Cambois Allotments
	Clerk to respond.

	107
	1/4/2010
	Northumbria Police (PC S Mcintosh)
	Crime Report
	Agenda Item 14

	107 (A)
	1/4/2010
	NCC
	Notice of EAST Bedlington Community Partnership Meeting 13 April @6.00 pm
	Information

	108
	8/4/2010
	Wansbeck/Shalksmuhle Society
	General enquiry about availability of grant for 2011 visit & offer of visit to Germany 
	Agenda Item 16

	109
	11/4/2010
	Barry Mead
	Heritage proposals for EBPC
	Agenda Item 21.1

	110
	14/4/2010
	Northumberland (NALC)
	Notice of Special General Meeting – Tuesday 18 May 2010 @7pm  
	Information

	111
	14/4/2010
	Community Action Northumberland
	Notice of Spring Meeting of CAN – 13 May 2010 @1.30pm
	Information 

	112
	14/4/2010
	NCC
	Request to display notices regarding General Election
	Displayed in Office window

	113
	14/4/2010
	Woodhead Resident’s Association
	Letter regarding the Council’s priorities 
	Agenda item 18

	114
	14/4/2010
	People Painting for Health & Leisure
	Letter of thanks for small grant.
	Information

	115
	14/4/2010
	Blyth Star Enterprizes
	Estimate regarding flower beds outside Bedlington Station platform
	Agenda Item 21.3

	116
	20/4/2010
	Network Rail
	Response to request to hang flower baskets from station buildings
	Agenda item 21.2

	117
	20/4/2010
	Cllr Arthur Pegg
	Update regarding Bedlington Community Centre
	To be discussed as part of Agenda item 15

	118
	22/4/2010
	NALC Larger Council Forum
	Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 28 January 2010 
	Information

	119
	22/4/2010
	NCC
	Notice of training session to be held  Clerks & Councillors 
	Agenda Item 19


Appendix B

Schedule of Expenditure


	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	V01
	Small Grant – Friends of Gallagher Park
	360.00

	V02
	Small Grant – SEN Stroke Support Group
	300.00

	V03
	Small Grant – SEN Friendship Group
	200.00

	V04
	Small Grant – Bedlington Station Resident’s Assoc
	300.00

	V05
	Small Grant – 4 Dads, It’s a Dads Thing
	200.00

	V06
	Small Grant – Cambois Rowing Club
	350.00

	V07
	Insurance – Community Consultation Ltd
	86.01

	V08
	Community Action Northumberland
	36.08

	V09
	Donation – Carers Northumberland 
	25.00

	V10
	Office Rent – April – June (13 Weeks)
	650.00

	V11
	Expenses – Parish Clerk Window cleaning £15.00; Postage £15.22; Stationary £7.63; Refreshments £12.55 & VAT £2.11 
	52.51

	V12
	Internal Audit – Mr JA Ainsworth
	125.00


