

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1 June 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


A Douglas

I Harbottle

R Major
B Richmond (Vice Chair)



A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)



Alyson Wallace



R Major
IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 8 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

A member of the Public enquired as to whether the Council had held its Annual Parish Meeting (Assembly). The Clerk explained that this had taken place on 25 May 2010 and he gave a brief summary of events and business transacted. Copies of the Annual Report were then distributed.

The issue of notice boards for Cambois and North Blyth was also raised and a second member of the public raised the issue of the distribution of agendas and minutes. The Clerk and members outlined the Council’s communications policy and gave assurances that notice boards would be provided in the near future. The Chair explained that it was not financially viable to send out agendas to individual members of the public by post but that interested individuals could be added to the e-mail distribution list. Various sites for notice boards were discussed.

CO44/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor D Armstrong and A Barrett

. 
CO45/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 May 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO46/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Richmond referred to the handing over of small grant cheques at the Annual Assembly stating that these had been gratefully received.

 Resolved

That the matters arising be noted.
CO47/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors A Stewart; I Harbottle; – Friends of Gallagher Park.
Councillor Alex Wallace; - Blyth Harbour Commissioner 
CO48/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. 
Resolved
(1)That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO49/10
6.CLERKS REPORT


The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes of the previous meeting and provided details of events and meetings he had attended since the previous meeting.


Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO50/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:
	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V13
	Northumberland County Council – Clerks Salary
	1107.93

	V14
	Small Grant – Bedlington Station Sea Angling Club
	350.00

	V15
	Small Grant – Barnesbury Cycling Club
	350.00

	V16
	Small Grant – Bedlington High School
	270.00

	V17
	Northumberland Association of Local Councils
	573.22

	V18
	Parish Clerks Expenses
	40.20



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO51/10
8. RECEIPTS


RESOLVED – That receipt of Allotment Rent £1,432.00, Bank Interest £0.50 and £2.00 other income be noted.

CO52/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 20 May 2010 up to and including Voucher 18 of £89,549.79.

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO53/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 29 April 2010. 


Resolved

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO54/10
11. WORKING GROUPS

Publicity, Communications & Civic Events


The Chair informed the meeting that Councillor Dave Armstrong was unwell and would bring a report next month.
Finance

Councillor Richmond referred to the bank balance and the environmental costs that would incurred shortly.
Environment

Councillor Alyson Wallace updated the members of progress with the environmental improvements at Bedlington Station. She referred to the planting of 2,500 flowers in the planters opposite Station Street and informed members of dialogue that had taken place with NCC regarding improvements at The Oval and East Sleekburn Village. Members were encouraged to identify other areas. The hanging baskets would be completed by 12 June.
Heritage, Culture, Sport & Healthy Living 

In the absence of Barry Mead Councillor Alyson Wallace gave a report from a meeting of the Heritage Group. It was expected that a motion to purchase a Marquee would be put before the July meeting along with agreed conditions. She also reported that Barry Mead was investigating the possibility of an event to help with fundraising for St John Church. 
The Chair reopened the meeting.

RESOLVED

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO55/10
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION

12.1 Pyrotechnic display at Bedlington Cricket Club – estimated cost £2,500 subject to other Bedlington Parishes making a similar contribution.
The Council debated the merits of funding this proposal; however, it was felt that cost was excessive when compared to the sums awarded to groups and organisations under the Council’s Small Grant scheme.

Resolved

That the proposal be not supported.
12.2 
Purchase of Wreath for Miners Memorial Service 12 June 2010 and thereafter on an annual basis at an estimated cost of £30 per annum.

Resolved



That the proposal be agreed.
CO56/10
22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair announced that he would be attending a User Consultation Meeting organised by Northumberland County Council at Bedlington library on 10 June 2010 where the future of the Library Service would be examined, members were also urged to attend. He also informed the meeting of two motions that would be brought to the July Meeting;
1) A motion to delegate authority to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Chair/Vice Chair to approve any expenditure on urgent business up to the value of £200, subject to this being reported to the following meeting.

The Chair explained that this was to avoid situations such as agenda item 12.2 where a supplementary agenda had been needed.

2) A motion to provide financial support in the sum of £1,000 to the Port of Blyth as a contribution to their “Renewable Fair”.

The Chair explained that the Port was a leader in the field of renewable energy and that several hundred jobs could be attracted to the area. It was the Parish Council’s policy to support initiatives that could lead to the creation of jobs on the North side of the estuary and it was felt that the “Renewables Fair” was an opportunity to showcase the areas potential in the near future.     
Councillor A Stewart outlined a programme of events that were taking place during the Annual Miner’s Picnic on 11/12 June in particular the Miners Memorial Service to be held at the Holy Sepulchre Church at 11.30 am on 11th June.  
CO57/10
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 6th July 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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