
EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 2 March 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
A Stewart (Chair)


Alyson Wallace
D Armstrong



B Richmond

A Douglas



Alex Wallace
R Major



I Harbottle
A Barrett



A Pegg
IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 12 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and invited questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

Further to minute 100/09 a member of the public made further representations in connection with a planning issue. The applicant had stated that she had been advised that planning permission would be refused by NCC for a number of reasons. At least some of these reasons were in dispute. 

Members provided some general advice and stated that the Council would comment when it received its statutory consultation.
A member of the pubic who had raised issues in connection Cambois allotments made further representations. He stated that up to nine allotments were vacant and suggested some allotments previously thought to be water logged could in fact be let. The Clerk advised he had been notified of four vacant plots, however, these would have to be offered to those highest on the waiting list and that the process could take a little time. The Chair indicated that a site visit would be arranged in order to assess the situation.

A member of the public who is a Fiend of Gallagher Park announced that the group had been successful in obtaining funding to build a BMX track. He also advised that the FOGP annual general meeting would take place on 15th March at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Mr B Oliver of the Bedlington Forum sought the support of the Council in setting up a Bedlingtonshire Trust which would allow greater access to funding opportunities. The Chair thanked Mr Oliver and welcomed his proposal. 

CO116/09
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor H Short. Councillor A Douglas apologised for being late.
CO117/09
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2010 were agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO118/09
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
In connection with item 13.1 relating to Bedlington Community Centre Councillor A Pegg confirmed that the future of the centre was still under consideration and that no decisions had been made. He promised to keep the Council informed of any developments.     

CO119/09
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors A Stewart; I Harbottle; D Armstrong Item 11.1 – Friends of Gallagher Park.
CO120/09
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken. 

Resolved
That the details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO121/09
6.CLERKS REPORT


The Clerk gave a report in relation to the actions on minutes of the previous meeting and provided details of events and meetings that he had attended.


Of significance, he reported that a number of meetings had taken place with key individuals in connection with delivering the Council’s aspirations for 2010/11. He also reported significant progress with office refurbishment and that the Clerk’s office would soon be operational.

Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO122/09
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	V14
	Window Cleaner
	20.00

	V15
	Genesis Woodworking – Window to Office
	310.00

	V16
	Uk Officedirect Ltd – Desk & pedestal £303.61 + vat £53.13
	356.74

	V17
	Forresters – Vacuum cleaner £208.51 +36.49
	245.00

	V18
	Parish Clerk – Office phone £29.78; Paint +Labour £427.63; Keys £5.36; Vat £24.97 
	487.74

	V19
	Donation – great North Air Ambulance
	50.00

	V20
	Parish Clerk - Purchase of Computer inc monitor & printer £736.77; telephone extension £5.95; window cleaner £7.50 + vat £129.97
	880.19

	V21
	Argos 3 tables £592.27 + vat £103.65
	695.92



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO/123/09
8. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 24th February 2010 up to and including Voucher 21 of £65,364.71.


Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO124/09
9. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the month of January 2010. It was noted that there was a £2 discrepancy that related to an under payment of the Parish Precept for 2009/10. This is to be adjusted on the 2010/11 precept payment.


Resolved;


That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO125/09
10. CIVIC REGALIA



Further to minute CO73/09 a catalogue containing chains of office was provided for consideration of the Council.



Resolved

1) That expenditure up to £1,000 is approved for the purchase of a Chair’s Chain of Office including engraved jewel & presentation case and a Vice Chair’s Jewel and neck ribbon.  

2) That the choice of Chain of Office be delegated to the Publicity, Communications and Civic Working Group who would report back to the Council. 
CO126/09
11. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS


Application No 1 – Friends of Gallagher Park.


Resolved



That consideration is deferred pending further information.


Application No2 – Salvation Army



Resolved

That a grant of £100 is made.


Application No3 – People Painting for Health & Leisure Group


Resolved


That a grant of £300 is made.

CO127/09
12.  WORKING GROUPS


12.1The Chair referred to the Council’s aspirations for 2010/11 and the need to build capacity to deliver. He referred to the existing working groups and the need to create new groups to oversee the Council’s planned activities.


Resolved:


1) That a new working group be established to oversee Heritage, Culture, And Sport & Healthy Living.



2) That key partners & professionals are co-opted on to the Group.   

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow a member of the public to speak.


The Chair introduced Barry Mead (a former Heritage & Culture Officer at Wansbeck District Council. Barry presented an outline of potential events that could be delivered which included walks, talks and crafts. The programme would engage with a cross section of the community including schools and the elderly.


The Chair thanked Barry for his presentation and stated that the Council looked forward to working with him in the future.

The Chair re-opened the meeting.


12.2 Reports of Working Groups  

Publicity, Communications & Civic Events


`

Councillor D Armstrong referred to the website that had been developed at North Bedlington Parish Council and stated that support was available should it be needed. The Clerk reported communication difficulties with the Council’s preferred website supplier.

Finance

Councillor Richmond referred to the Council’s financial position and potential community gain relating to the “Airey houses”. The Clerk referred to the need to develop the role of the Finance working Group in relation to Governance arrangements.

Environment

Councillor Alex Wallace outlined progress in relation to the planned environmental works at Bedlington Station. He reported that;

· The Council was waiting for 16 lighting columns to be tested for their suitability to take the weight of hanging baskets,
· Plans to upgrade the raised flower beds outside the station, and

· Plans to paint the fenced off area (possibly involving the schools) and to plant climbers to provide a floral display.

Resolved 

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO128/09
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION

13.1 Vacancies for Community Governors.

Resolved

That the vacancies are noted and that interested members should contact the Parish Clerk.
13.2 NCC Civic Heads Charity Dinner
Resolved

That Councillor Richmond and his wife attend at a cost of £20.00.

13.3 Graffiti Aardvark
Members considered a proposal by Northumberland County Council that the Aardvark graffiti (removed from a flyover on the A189 by Northumberland County Council could be recreated in the area and financed by the Parish under its small grants scheme.

Resolved

That the Parish Council supports the proposal to recreate the Aardvark providing a suitable place can be found, however this should be at Northumberland County Council’s expense.

CO129/09
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak.
14.1 A member of the public complained that his daughters bin, on Blenheim Drive, had not been emptied for a number of weeks.  The Chair stated that this would be referred to his County Councillors.

14.2 Mr B Oliver of the Bedlington Forum advised the Council of progress in relation to an independent sports feasibility study that was being carried out. The next meeting of the Bedlington Forum would take place on 15 March and this would be followed by a Public Open Meeting at Bedlington Community Centre on 25 March commencing at 6.30pm.
The Chair thanked Mr Oliver for his update.  

The Chair re-opened the meeting.

CO130/09
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 6th April 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.10pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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