

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4 May 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
D Armstrong

A Barrett

A Douglas

I Harbottle

R Major
B Richmond (Vice Chair)



A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)



Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 7 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and invited questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

There were no questions.

CO12/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor R Major and H Short. 
CO13/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was noted that a member of the public who had been referred to Librarian did not in fact hold that position.
Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 April 2010 are amended to remove reference to the Librarian and subject to this be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO14/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Regarding minute CO141/09 the Chair inquired as to progress in relation to a small grant application (Strum & Drum) that had been deferred at the previous meeting. The Clerk advised that this would be discussed at the next Heritage & Culture working group.

The Clerk advised that a letter of thanks had been received from the People Painting for Health & Leisure Group. The Chair referred to the wonderful pictures that the Group had donated some of which were on display and he thanked members of the Group who were at the meeting. 

Regarding minute CO144/09, Councillor Stewart advised the cost of a brass band would be in the region of £300.  
CO15/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors A Stewart; I Harbottle; D Armstrong Item 13.2 – Friends of Gallagher Park.

CO16/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. In respect of item 106 the Clerk stated that he had responded regarding issues associated with Cambois allotments and that he had received a further e-mail asking for more details. 
The Chair referred to item 110 (Notice of Special General Meeting of Northumberland NALC) explaining that the Council was allowed 2 votes at the meeting and requesting that Councillor Alyson Wallace be allowed to vote on behalf of the Council.
Resolved
(1)That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

(2) That Councillor Alyson Wallace is nominated to vote on behalf of the Council at the NALC meeting.

CO17/10
6.CLERKS REPORT


The Clerk gave an update report on significant events. He referred to savings achieved upon the renewal of the Councils insurance and the positive report that had been received from the Council’s Internal Auditor. He referred to an initial assessment of the existing IT network at its business premises. He would be having meetings with Wansbeck Homes’ gardening contractor (NCC) and with the NCC Street lighting manager regarding the hand-over of Christmas lights.


Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.


The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow invited guests to speak.

The Chair then welcomed Mr Ron Straughan; a member of Wansbeck Homes Management Committee. Mr Straughan welcomed Council’s proposals for partnership working in connection with Sleekburn House indicating that a small budget was available. He then extended an invitation to the Council to the next bi-monthly management Committee meeting. The Chair thanked Mr Straughan for his invitation and stated that he looked forward to working with Wansbeck Homes in the future.  

The Chair re-opened the meeting.

CO18/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:
	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V01
	Small Grant – Friends of Gallagher Park
	360.00

	V02
	Small Grant – SEN Stroke Support Group
	300.00

	V03
	Small Grant – SEN Friendship Group
	200.00

	V04
	Small Grant – Bedlington Station Resident’s Assoc
	300.00

	V05
	Small Grant – 4 Dads, It’s a Dads Thing
	200.00

	V06
	Small Grant – Cambois Rowing Club
	350.00

	V07
	Insurance – Community Consultation Ltd
	86.01

	V08
	Community Action Northumberland
	36.08

	V09
	Donation – Carers Northumberland 
	25.00

	V10
	Office Rent – April – June (13 Weeks)
	650.00

	V11
	Expenses – Parish Clerk Window cleaning £15.00; Postage £15.22; Stationary £7.63; Refreshments £12.55 & VAT £2.11 
	52.51

	V12
	Internal Audit – Mr JA Ainsworth
	125.00



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO19/10
8. RECEIPTS


RESOLVED – That receipt of the first half year’s precept of £37,501 be noted.

CO20/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 24 April 2010 up to and including Voucher 12 of £90,794.44.

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO21/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the year ended 31 March 2010. 


Resolved

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO22/10
11. RISK REGISTER


Members reviewed the Council’s risk register and the internal controls that had been put in place. In connection with the risks identified members requested information in respect of the number of attendances of each member at committees and working groups. They also asked that the Annual Assembly be publicised.


RESOLVED – 

(1) That the risk register be approved.

(2) That the requested information be provided
(3) That the Annual Assembly be advertised in the News Post Leader.

CO23/10
12. REVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT

The Council considered the “Review of the System of Internal Audit “that had been carried out by the Finance Working Group.

RESOLVED – 

(1) That the review by the Finance Working Group be approved as the Council’s review.
(2) That formal Terms of Reference for Internal Audit are drawn up and approved by the Council for 2010/11

(3) That an Annual Internal Audit plan is drawn up for 2010/11 and approved by the Council.

CO24/10
13. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS

13.1
Application No 10 – Bedlington Station Sea Angling Club

.


Resolved



That a grant of £350 be made.


13.2  
Application No11 – Barnesbury Cycle Club


Resolved

That a grant of £350 be made.


13.3 
Application No12 – Bedlington Community High School

Resolved


That a grant of £270 be made.

CO25/10
14. CRIME REPORT


The Clerk read out a crime report that had been prepared by PC Steve Mcintosh of Northumbria Police.


RESOLVED – That the crime report be noted.

CO26/10
15. BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE


The Council debated its position with regard to the future of Bedlington Community Centre.


RESOLVED- That the Parish Clerk be instructed to write to Northumberland County Council;
(1) Objecting to the potential closure or down grading of the Centre. 
(2)  Requesting that they reconsider their decision, continue to fund the Centre and work with the public to upgrade activities and publicise this venue that is the only community outlet in Bedlington.
(3) Bring to their attention, that due to lack of consultation and doubt about the future that four organisations have already moved to alternative venues

(4) Pointing out the uneven way it has been treated when compared with the £600,000 grant recently made to Wentworth Leisure Centre in Hexham and that Bedlington should have a fair deal.     
CO27/10
16. TOWN TWINNING
The Council considered a letter received from the Wansbeck/Shalksmuhle Society and how it should take forward previous resolutions in relation to Town Twinning (minute CO46/09 refers).  

RESOLVED-

(1) The Subject of Town Twinning be tabled as an agenda item for the next meeting of the South East Northumberland Group

(2) That the Clerk writes to the Wansbeck Shalksmule Society indicating the Council’s commitment to Town Twinning and that an application for funding would be welcomed.

CO28/10
17. CIVIC EVENT INVOLVING A BRASS BAND


This item was brought up and discussed under matters arising.

RESOLVED –That the information discussed under matters arising is noted and that potential for such an event be referred to the Heritage & Culture working Group for further consideration.

CO29/10
18. WOODHEAD RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION


The Council considered a letter from the secretary of the Woodhead Resident’s Association.  It was noted that the shrubberies were the responsibility of Northumberland County Council and that these had been tidied since receipt of the letter.

RESOLVED-That the Parish Clerk writes to the Secretary of the Woodhead Resident’s Association expressing understanding of her feelings but pointing out;   

(1) That the supply of hanging baskets in the main shopping area was an express wish of the public when the East Bedlington Community Plan was produced

(2) That the unsightly grassed areas and shrubberies are not the responsibility of the Parish Council 
(3) That the Council is looking to extend environmental improvements away from the main shopping areas but that it did not exist to carry out the responsibilities of other bodies.
CO30/10
19. TRAINING 


The Clerk referred to training events that were planned by NCC for officers and members. However, the dates and times had recently been revised.


RESOLVED – That the Clerk circulate details of the revised training programme as soon as possible.

CO31/11

20.  WORKING GROUPS


Publicity, Communications & Civic Events


Councillor D Armstrong updated the meeting in relation to progress on the Councils website.
Finance

Councillor Richmond referred to the Council’s financial position and the Internal Audit report. The Clerk stated that the Audit Commissions Annual Return was complete and ready for signing. He also advised that a review of the risk register and the system of internal audit should be carried out annually to feed into the Annual Governance Statement.
Environment

Councillor Alex Wallace outlined progress in relation to the planned environmental works at Bedlington Station referring to item 21.2 on the agenda.
Heritage, Culture, Sport & Healthy Living 

The Chair adjourned the meeting and introduced Barry Mead.

Barry provided feedback from the Council’s first heritage walk which had included a guided tour of the former Bedlington Iron Works site. The walk had been well attended even though the weather had not been good. He went on to describe a programme of events which he was proposing for the summer and autumn that would offer something for all ages. The Chair thanked Barry for his proposals which were considered under item 21.1 on the agenda. A timetable of events would be circulated and advertised in the Community. 
The Chair reopened the meeting.

RESOLVED

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO32/10
21. MATTERS FOR DECISION

21.1 Heritage proposals for the Council for 2010/11.
Resolved

That the programme be approved at an estimated cost of £850.
21.2 Erection of hanging baskets on network rail property

The Clerk advised that Network Rail had consented to the erection of hanging baskets however, this would be at a cost of £1,000 + vat to meet their legal and administrative costs.
Resolved

That the Clerk writes to Network Rail declining their offer.
21.3 Estimate for summer and winter planting of flower beds outside Bedlington Station platform.

Resolved 

That the estimate of £2,280 + vat be approved.
CO33/10
22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A member asked if notice boards could be erected in prominent places throughout the Parish. This would be forwarded to the Publicity & Communications Working Group.
CO34/10
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be the Annual Assembly to be held on Tuesday 25th May 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

The next Parish Council Meeting would be on Tuesday 1 June 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.40pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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