
EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6 April 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
A Stewart (Chair)


Alyson Wallace
D Armstrong



B Richmond

A Douglas



Alex Wallace
R Major



I Harbottle
A Barrett
IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 9 members of the public were in attendance..
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and invited questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

The Librarian from Bedlington Station library updated the Council with developments in connection with potential closure. She referred to Community Access libraries that were open 12 hours per week and stated that this type of facility would not replace the current service which was 20 hours. The Chair stated that the two wards that make up East Bedlington Parish Council were amongst some of the most deprived in the Country and referred to the low levels of literacy and numeracy in these wards. He stated that closing the libraries could not be justified and pledged the support of the Council.    
A member of the public speaking as a user of Bedlington Community Centre raised concerns regarding the future of the centre and the lack of consultation that had taken place. Councillor A Douglas referred to documents in his possession which indicated that Bedlington Community Centre would close on 1 July 2010. He stated that the Centre would be subject to a community asset transfer and as such staff would not be protected under TUPE and would be made redundant. It was noted that Northumberland County Council did not intend to consult with East Bedlington Parish Council and the Chair requested that the Parish Clerk write to NCC asking that the Council be included in the consultation process.   
A member of the public enquired regarding the Council’s position on Town Twinning. Councillor Alex Wallace referred to the withdrawal of funding by NCC and stated that the Council wished to retain the link with Shalksmuhle; however, this could only be achieved through co-operation with other Parishes. The Chair stated that the Council would be contacting the other Parishes with a view to joint funding arrangements.  

A member of the public who had raised issues in connection with Cambois allotments on two previous occasions enquired regarding vacant plots and the removal of rubbish. He was advised that arrangements had been made to remove the rubbish and that the Parish Clerk would be offering vacant plots to those on the waiting list and that he should hear further within the next 2/3weeks.

CO131/09
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor A Pegg. 
CO132/09
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2010 were agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO133/09
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising
CO134/09
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors A Stewart; I Harbottle; D Armstrong Item 11.1 – Friends of Gallagher Park.

Councillor Alex Wallace item 11.7 – Being a friend of the Applicant.
CO135/09
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken and the Clerk stated that he would respond to any questions thereon;

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow a member of the public to speak.

County Councillor Val Tyler stated her satisfaction with the naming of a new street of houses (Rothesay Mews).

The Chair reconvened the meeting.

In respect of item 86, Councillor A Wallace provided an update on the Local Charter indicating that a review was underway. He informed the meeting that it had been agreed by NALC that South East Northumberland did not have enough representation on the Committee. He also thanked the Clerk for responding (at short notice to a questionnaire) sent out by NALC.   
Resolved
That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO136/09
6.CLERKS REPORT


The Clerk gave a report in relation to the actions on minutes of the previous meeting and provided details of events and meetings that he had attended.


Of significance, he reported that he and a number of members had attended a Planning Training and also attended allotment training.

The Chair and the Clerk had also conducted a site visit to Cambois Allotments.

Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO137/09
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	V22
	NCC – Election Expenses 4 June 2009
	5653.29

	V23
	Parish Clerk – Printing & stationery £33.97; Office refurbishment £17.40; Vat £8.99 
	£60.36

	V24
	Parish Clerk – Kettle, canisters, spoons, mugs, tray, push- pins £25.31; tea, coffee & biscuits £8.21; Vat £4.43
	£37.95

	V25
	UK Office direct – Pilot case £54.06; Clock £20.24; filing cabinet £134.70; Ink cartridge £15.40; vat £39.27
	£263.67

	V26
	NCC- Clerks salary (Feb) £638.98; Admin fee £2.00; Vat £0.35
	£641.33

	V27
	Ian Leech – Publicity – “Inside Wansbeck” 
	£300.00

	V28
	The Salvation Army – Small grant
	£100.00

	V29
	People Painting for Health & Leisure – small grant
	£300.00

	V30
	Keenleysides – sundry items
	£56.89

	V31
	NCC – Chairman’s Civic Charity Dinner
	£20.00

	V32
	NCC- Clerks salary (Mar) £638.98; Admin fee £2.00; Vat £0.35
	£641.33

	V33
	Parish Clerk – waste bin £5.95; Window Cleaner £15.00; Thermos Pump pots £42.54; Vat £8.48
	£71.98

	V34
	Furniture @Work Ltd – 32 Banquet Chairs £844.80 = Vat £147.84
	£992.64

	V35
	Wansbeck Centre for Voluntary Service – 69 letters sent to voluntary organisations
	£46.84

	V36
	British Telecom – Phone bill including connection charge £170.18 + Vat £28.21
	£198.39



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO/138/09
8. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 31st March 2010 up to and including Voucher 36 of £55,980.04.

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO139/09
9. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period up to 26 February 2010. 


Resolved;


That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO140/09
10. Appointment of Internal Auditor

The Council was advised of its statutory responsibility to appoint a competent and independent auditor, under the Accounts & Audit regulations 2003 as amended.



Resolved


That Mr J Ainsworth be appointed internal auditor for the 2009/10 period.
CO141/09
11. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS

11.1
Application No 1 – Friends of Gallagher Park.


Resolved



That a grant of £360 be made.


11.2  
Application No4 – SEN Stroke Support Group


Resolved

That a grant of £300 be made.


11.3 
Application No5 – SEN Friendship Group

Resolved


That a grant of £200 be made.

11.4 Application No6 – Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Resolved

That a grant of £300 be made.

11.5 Application No7 - 4 Dads. It’s a Dads Thing.

Resolved

That a grant of £200 be made.

11.6 Application No8 – Cambois Rowing Club.

Resolved

That a grant of £350 be made.

11.7 Application No 9 – Strum & Drum.

Resolved
That a decision be deferred to a future meeting. 

CO142/09
12.  WORKING GROUPS


Publicity, Communications & Civic Events


`Councillor D Armstrong referred to a meeting which was to take place with the Clerk on Friday 9 April to discuss design specifications for the Council’s new website. It was also noted that Councillor B Richmond would be representing the Council at the NCC Chairs Charity Dinner.
Finance

Councillor Richmond referred to the Council’s financial position and appointment of the Internal Auditor. The Clerk stated that he was in receipt of the Audit Commissions Annual Return and advised that the date of audit had been set by BDO (the Council’s external Auditors) as 4 June 2010. The Clerk also advised the meeting that £50,000 had been transferred into the Council’s deposit account. He also stated that he was in the process of arranging read only internet access with LloydsTSB as well as arranging automatic transfer of funds in order to maximise bank interest.
Environment

Councillor Alex Wallace outlined progress in relation to the planned environmental works at Bedlington Station. He reported that;

· The Council had now been given the go ahead to suspend hanging baskets from 16 lighting columns,
· A meeting had taken place with officers of NCC in relation to plans to upgrade the raised flower beds outside the station, and

· Plans to work in partnership with Wansbeck Homes in connection with the flower beds outside Sleekburn House.
Councillor Wallace also outlined the potential development of the flower bed on the Library corner. Further meetings with NCC officers and the Clerk were proposed and he welcomed the positive attitude received from Trevor Violet and the other officers.
Heritage, Culture, Sport & Healthy Living 
The Chair provided details of a planned programme of events that would be delivered by Barry Mead. This included walks, talks, crafts and fun days and had something for all ages. The Council’s Publicity Officer offered to organise a press release in conjunction with Barry Mead to publicise the activities. The First event was to be a heritage walk that would leave from Bedlington Station Resident’s Association (2pm) and would take in the Iron Works and Gallagher Park before returning to BSRA for refreshments. 
Resolved 

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO143/09
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION

13.1 Request for a donation in support of children’s cancer run
Resolved

That the request be declined.
13.2 Request for a donation to Carers Northumberland.
Resolved

That a donation of £25.00 be made.
13.3 Request for a donation to Ellington Juniors Football Team.

Resolved 

That the request be declined.

CO144/09
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

14.1 Councillor Alex Wallace referred to the success of the Civic service and requested that an event involving a brass band could be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
14.2 Councillor D Armstrong requested that Bedlington Community Centre be discussed as an agenda item at the next meeting.

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak.
14.3 County Councillor Val Tyler outlined Alan Thompson’s (NCC Councillor) tree replacement policy which was to plant a million trees and to replace each tree felled with five new ones. Councillor Alex Wallace wished Councillor Thompson every success.

14.4 A member of the public outlined risks associated with the purchase and use of a marquee including a requirement for public liability insurance. The Chair thanked the member of the 
public for his contribution which was noted by the Clerk.   

The Chair re-opened the meeting

CO145/09
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 4th May 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.20pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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