

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Assembly Meeting held on Tuesday 25 May 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
D Armstrong

I Harbottle

B Richmond (Vice Chair)



A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)



Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


The Parish Clerk and 10members of the public were in attendance.
CO35/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor R Major and H Short, A Barrett, A Douglas & A. Pegg.
CO36/10
2. ANNUAL REPORT 2009/10


The Chair introduced the immediate past Chairman Councillor Allan Stewart who delivered his report for 2009/10. Councillor Stewart reflected on the Council’s achievements during 2009/10, plans for 2010/11 and the Council’s vision for the future. 



Councillor Stewart referred to how proud he had been to have been elected and to serve as Chairman. He acknowledged the contribution of various individuals and groups during 2009/10 not least the Muter family for allowing the generous use of their property. 
The Parish Clerk then distributed copies of the Annual Report to those present. Further copies are available from him upon request.   

CO37/10
3.SMALL GRANTS
The chair explained the purpose of the small grant scheme to members of the public and welcomed Dean Furness (Bedlington High School – Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme) and PC Steve Mcintosh & Ben xxx (Bradbury Cycling Club who were presented with their Cheques.

Dean Furness explained that the grant money that he had received would be used to purchase footwear which would allow disaffected youths to benefit from access to Hills and Mountains.

PC Steve McIntosh explained that the money they had been awarded would be used to advertise their GO Ride Scheme which would take place in Gallagher Park. He would be targeting the 3 Middle and 2 High Schools in the area and it was hoped to establish a racing team.
Councillor Richmond referred to a similar scheme “Magpie Go Carting” which had previously been a great success. The Chair wished both organisations success with their respective ventures.

CO38/10
4. PRESENTATIONS BY GUEST SPEAKERS.

The Chair introduced the guest speakers; Mr Martin Lawlor (Chief Executive Port of Blyth, Mr Neil Hedley (Blyth Star Enterprizes) and Mr Barry Mead (local historian).



Port of Blyth


Martin Lawlor provided an insight into the activities of the Port of Blyth. He made particular reference to its “renewable” activity explaining that Blyth was one of the UK’s leading “renewable” ports. The Port was home to Narec (the UK’s premier research facility), the UK’s first offshore turbines and a pier based wind farm.


Mr Lawlor referred to the deep water terminal at Battleship Wharf and to the planned renewable energy power station (BIO Mass). He also made reference to a number of jobs that had recently been created as a result of spin off industries. He was confident that several hundred jobs would be created in the next few years.



Finally, he announced that a Renewables Fair was to take place at the Port on the 13/14 August 2010. 

Blyth Star Enterprizes


Neil Hedley provided some background information about Blyth Star Enterprizes explaining that they were a Local Mental Health Charity. Neil provided an update on the environmental works that his company were carrying out on behalf of the Council. He reported that work on the raised beds outside the railway station had recently commenced and that hanging baskets would be erected within the next two weeks.


He referred to the hanging basket brackets which had been designed with a railway theme in mind and which were in keeping with the area. He also commented on the involvement of   Bedlington High School on the project.   

At this point Neil introduced his colleague Alan Davison who explained that students from Bedlington High School had assisted with the planting of the raised beds. He also explained that through the Deputy Head, Mr Henshaw, the school would be helping with the design of a feature to be placed in the planting area next to the level crossing.


Council Armstrong referred to an initiative involving schools in the Ashington area and it was agreed that this was a good way to discourage anti social activity. It was suggested that the Council may wish to enter Britain in Bloom at some point in the future and the Chair indicated that this had already been discussed and he referred to the success of East Sleekburn in years gone by.


Barry Mead

Barry provided some background information about himself explaining that he had lived in the area for 15 Years, that he was an archaeologist and that he had been the Museum curator at Woodhorn Colliery.


Barry outlined a programme of events that he had put together for the summer and autumn which included walks, talks and fun days. He said that he was particularly looking forward to the Cambois fun day as this was a deprived area.


Barry explained that he had recently had a meeting with the Heritage Lottery Fund and believed that there could be opportunities for the Parish particularly in connection with Bedlington Iron Works. Community engagement however, was vital to any bid for funding.  


The Chair thanked the speakers for their interesting and informative presentations.. 
CO39/10
5. OBSERVATIONS OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Northumberland County Councillor Val Tyler explained her role as a County Councillor and stated that she held surgeries at Bedlington Station library and at Dr Pit Park.
CO40/10
6. CCTV (CLATON CORNER) 


The Chair explained that the Council was aware of the increasing concern of the public and local traders concerning anti social youth activity in and around the railway embankment area at Bedlington Station. To this end, in an attempt to resolve this problem and to assist other partner agencies the meeting was requested to consider the following motion;


“ The Council requests that costing are secured by tender for a suitable CCTV network system that would go some way in addressing our aims and aspirations in reducing both criminal and anti social activity in that area”

Before putting the motion to the vote the Parish Clerk explained that unlike other Council Meetings any elector within the Parish had the right to vote.


RESOLVED – That the motion was carried unanimously.
CO41/10

7. OPEN FORUM


Councillor Allan Stewart provided an update on developments at Gallagher Park. He referred to a feasibility study for Sports Facilities in Bedlington that had been commissioned by the Bedlington Forum and funded by Go Wansbeck. Four sites, Bedlington High School, St Benet Biscop’s High School, Meadowdale Middle School and Gallagher Park had been considered. Unfortunately, Gallagher Park had not been chosen as a preferred site. However, this did not close the door to accessing funds but it was essential that a Master Plan was in place. Councillor Stewart informed the meeting that this was now in the process of being produced.       

Heather Ashburner (NCC Play Ranger) introduced herself to the meeting. She explained that she was funded by the Big Lottery and looked after 39 parks/open spaces. Heather said she was looking forward to working with Barry Mead on the Cambois fun day and gave an open invitation of her services to organisers of events throughout the summer. Flyers were handed out to those present. 
PC Steve McIntosh announced that there was to be a Neighbourhood Watch Conference the following day at the salvation Army Hall. 

CO42/10
8. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no further questions.
CO43/10
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING


The next Parish Council Meeting would be on Tuesday 1 June 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.40pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...
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