

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6 July 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:



D Armstrong
A Barrett

A Douglas

I Harbottle

R Major

B Richmond (Vice Chair)



A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)


Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

A member of the Public enquired as to whether permission had been obtained to erect notice boards on land adjacent to Ravensworth Terrace and also referred to the issue of flooding which had previously been raised. It was agreed that the Clerk would make enquiries with NCC regarding the sign posts and would contact NWA regarding the flooding issue.

The issue of dog fouling was raised by two members of the public; the first relating to grassed areas in the vicinity of Bedlington Station and the second concerning Cambois beach. It was noted that dogs were banned from Newbiggin & Blyth beaches. Councillor Pegg explained that Northumberland County Council was currently carrying out consultation and that he would inform the Council of the outcome.

CO58/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor A Stewart.
. 
CO59/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 June 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO60/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The Chair referred to a meeting that taken place when Notice Boards had been discussed.
 Resolved

That the matters arising be noted.
CO61/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle; D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park.

Councillor Alex Wallace; - Blyth Harbour Commissioner 

CO62/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. 
Resolved
That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO63/10
6.CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes of the previous meeting and provided details of events and meetings he had attended since the previous meeting. Of significance;

· The design brief for the Council’s website had been sent off to the suppliers, and 
· The Annual Audit of Accounts had been completed and there were no matters arising from the Audit. 

Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO64/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V19
	Community Consultation Ltd - Insurance
	682.48

	V20
	Rural Property Services
	60.00

	V21
	NCC  - Payroll (May)
	1107.93

	V22
	UK Office Direct Ltd
	106.74

	V23
	BT Broadband
	88.12

	V24
	BT Telephone
	77.67

	V25
	NUM – wreath memorial service
	25.00

	V26
	Blyth Star Enterprises
	5,918.48

	V27
	NCC – Payroll (June)
	1107.93

	V28
	I Leech 
	300.00

	V29
	R Thornton – Clerks expenses 
	71.64



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO65/10
8. RECEIPTS


RESOLVED – That receipt of Allotment Rent £216.00 & Bank Interest £1.70 be noted.

CO66/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 30 June 2010 up to and including Voucher 29 of £80,209.30.

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO67/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 31May 2010. 

Resolved

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO68/10
11. QUARTERLY BUDGET REPORT


Members reviewed the budget position for the period up to 30 June 2010. The Clerk highlighted savings on insurance costs; additional expenditure on NALC subscriptions and a shortfall of income from allotment rents. He also highlighted the extremely low rate of interest on the Councils Deposit Account and stated that he would look at alternatives. 


RESOLVED.


That the quarterly budget report is received and the Clerks comments noted.

CO69/10
12. DECLARATION OF VACANCY OF PARISH COUNCILLOR (SLEEKBURN WARD).
The Council considered making a declaration of vacancy of Parish Councillor following Councillor H Short’s absence from Council meetings for more than 6 months.   


RESOLVED


That the Council declares a vacancy for Parish Councillor (Sleekburn Ward) and that the Clerk should take appropriate action to fill the vacancy. 

CO70/10
13. AMENDMENT TO FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

13.1 The Council considered an amendment to Financial Regulation 3.4 whereby the Clerk in consultation with the Chair / Vice Chair could authorise any urgent expenditure up to a value of £200. 

It was noted that the existing financial regulation only allowed the Clerk to spend up to £200 on urgent repairs. The amendment would prevent the need to issue supplementary agendas and improve efficiency of administration.

13.2  The Council considered raising the financial limit specified in Financial Regulation 11.1 (I) from £100 to £200.

This increases the lower limit above which 3 quotations must be sought or when 3 quotations cannot be obtained necessity to consult with the Chair or Vice Chair. This would complement the proposed amendment to Financial Regulation 3.4 in that where urgent expenditure was necessary there would be no requirement to seek competitive quotations.

RESOLVED
That the amendments to Financial Regulations 3.4 & 11.1 (I) be approved.

CO71/10
14. ALLOTMENTS


The Council considered waiving allotment rents for new tenants for 2010/11. The Clerk explained that many of the allotments were in very poor condition and would be of little benefit to new owners during the current growing season.


RESOLVED


That allotment rents for new tenants in 2010/11 be waived. 
CO72/10
15.WORKING GROUPS

Publicity & Communications.
Councillor Armstrong provided an update from the Publicity and Communications working group. He referred to proposals for notice boards and the Council’s logo (which was to be based on the steam locomotive “Bedlington”). He also referred to proposals to purchase a camera that would be used to down load pictures on to the Council’s website when it was completed.  
Finance

Councillor Richmond referred to the Council’s financial position and advised the meeting that a further £37,500 would be received on 1 October, being the second half of the annual precept.
Environment

Councillor Alyson Wallace updated the members of progress with the environmental improvements at Bedlington Station. Watering and maintenance was ongoing. Some plants had been pulled out by vandals however, these had been replaced and this would continue to be the case.
Heritage & Culture 

Further to minute CO54/10 Barry Mead provided details regarding the purchase of a Marquee. However, a number of practicalities had been identified concerning storage, transportation and erection time. The Clerk was also concerned regarding the Council’s potential liability should an accident occur when the marquee was on loan. After some debate it was agreed to defer a decision pending alternative options being explored and the Council’s liability being clarified.
Barry also reported on a programme of events that he was organising the most imminent being a visit to Bedlington Iron Works on Sunday 18th July at 2.00pm.

Barry had also investigated the possibility of an event to help with fundraising for St John’s Church and it was anticipated that this might take place next Easter or the following Christmas. 
Allotments
Councillor Richmond provided an update. He referred to the need to make the site secure to prevent fly tipping; a potential need for additional taps and a need to improve the walkways which were overgrown in places. The Clerk advised that NCC was in the process of transferring the allotment land to the Council and that this would be completed as soon as the Parish had confirmed the boundaries on the site maps. 

RESOLVED

That the reports of the working groups are noted and that a working group meeting is convened within the next two weeks to discuss the issue of the marquee.
CO73/10
16. MATTERS FOR DECISION

16.1 The Council considered the following motion – “That East Bedlington Parish Council makes a financial contribution of £1,000 towards the proposed Renewable Fair to be held on the River Blyth, August 13 – 14; in order to show the Parish’s commitment to the community bordering the north side of the river and to the promotion of new job opportunities on and around the Blyth Estuary". The Chair advised that the dates of the fair were in fact 14 &15 August 2010 and an amended motion with the correct dates was put to the Council. 
Resolved

The amended motion was carried unanimously.
CO74/10
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair brought the following information to the attention of the meeting;

1) The Bedlington Academy proposed for Bedlington Community High School would now not take place

2) That Sunday & Public Holiday bus services (444 & 442) currently subsidised by NCC would be withdrawn with effect from 18 July 2010.
Councillor D Armstrong announced that a meeting with SUSTRANS was to take place on the Council’s premises on Monday 12 July.   

CO75/10
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 7th September 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.45pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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