EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

To:

ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

You are hereby requested to attend a meeting of EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL to be held at Bedlington Station Residents Association, on Tuesday 5 January 2010 at 6 pm
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below.  

Ron Thornton
Parish Clerk









28 December 2009 
__________________________________________________________________________

OPEN SESSION

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions to, or draw relevant matters to the attention of, the Council, prior to commencement of business.  This is for a period of 15 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person.

A G E N D A

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
To sign as a correct record the minutes of the East Bedlington Parish Council meeting held on 1 December 2009. 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
To receive from members in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting, disclosure of any personal or prejudicial interests.
5. Northumberland Strategic Partnership / South East Northumberland Area Committee
Minute CO69/09 endorsed Councillor Brian Richmond as a candidate to represent South East Northumberland on the above committees, a ballot paper containing four candidates has been received. 
The Council is requested to rank its preference of candidates, starting with 1 as first choice.  
6. STYLE & nAME OF cOUNCIL

Minute CO07/09 deferred a decision on the future Style and Name of the Council. Under the 1972 Local Government Act [the Act], by passing a resolution, a parish council may be renamed a “town council and can appoint a mayor”. As a result of changes to the Act, brought about by the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, a parish council may be known alternatively as a “community”, “village” or “neighborhood” council. 
Members are requested to determine the future style and name of the Council. 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

	Ref No
	Date
	Name
	Details
	Action

	25
	3/12/2009
	NCC
	Planning application – 10, Trevelyan Avenue
	No Objection

	26
	3/12/2009
	Community Action Nothumberland (CAN)
	NCC Voluntary and Community Grant Funding 2010/11
	Noted

	27
	4/12/2009
	Lynda Fakir (NCC)
	Partnership working with the Locality Development Officer
	Meeting held 14/12/2009

	28
	4/12/2009
	NCC
	Planning Application – 8a, Osborne close
	No Objection

	29
	4/12/2009
	CAN
	NSP News letter
	Noted

	29(a)
	7/12/2009
	Wansbeck Homes
	E-mail response regarding Moorland Cottages
	Noted

	30
	8/12/2009
	South Northumberland Radio Group
	Request for funding
	Council decision required

	31
	8/12/2009
	NCC
	Planning – Street Naming & Numbering Consultation
	Support Name of Puddler’s Drive

	32
	8/12/2009
	NALC (A Wallace)
	Agenda, contact details & notes of meeting held 5/12/2009
	Noted

	33
	9/12/2009
	NCC
	Proposals for play areas from 1 April 2010
	Factor into budget process

	34
	11/12/2009
	CAN
	Ballot for election on to NSP Board
	Agenda item 5

	35
	10/12/2009
	CAN
	Results of Northumberland Place survey
	Noted

	36
	15/12/2009
	CAN
	Direct Information Service
	Consider subscription

£105

	37
	15/12/2009
	CAN
	NSP Community Forum update
	Noted

	38
	17/12/2009
	CAN
	Growth Point Partnership stakeholder update
	Noted


8. CLERKS rEPORT
To note the following;
8.1 Further to minute CO67/09 a letter of support has been sent to the South East Northumberland Rail User Group.
8.2 Further to minute CO75/09 a letter has been sent and a reply received from Wansbeck Homes in connection with double glazing requests for Moorland Cottages.
8.3 A training event had been attended which outlined the requirements for attaining the SILCA qualification. Common issues were also discussed and a meeting with Northumberland County Council planning officers is to take place to discuss the consultation process.   
8.4 The Chair accompanied by the Clerk attended a meeting of the Cambois and North Blyth Action Group. Dr David Maunder (Res New Ventures Ltd) gave a presentation on outline proposals to build a wood burning power station at Battleship Wharf.   
9. Invoices & Payment Vouchers

The Council is requested to approve the following expenditure;
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

	V1 – Transfer
	Community Action - £1200 CAN Support costs; £262.50 public Liability Insurance; £10,000 Elections
	11,462.50

	v2
	Community Action - £305 Can support; £99.10 Room Hire;£1111.05 Advertising; £76.00 Wreaths
	£1591.15

	v3
	Community action – Nalc subscriptions 2009/10
	251.47

	v4
	Rose’s – 1st prize Xmas shop window competition
	£50.00

	v5
	Bedlington Resident’s Association – 2nd Prize Xmas shop window competition
	£30.00

	v6
	24/7 Private hire 3rd prize Xmas shop window competition
	£20.00

	v7
	Parish Clerk’s expenses – 2 Printer cartridges £27.94; Envelopes £1.86; Lever arch files £2.00; Notebook £2.00
	£33.80

	V8
	Bedlington Residents Association – Rental of Office & meeting room (November & December) 8 weeks at £50 per week.
	£400


10. SMALL GRANT SCHEME

Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 empowers local councils to make a Grant to voluntary bodies where, in the Council’s opinion, the grant would benefit any part of its area or any of the inhabitants.  
A draft scheme which includes an application form and grant conditions is attached at Appendix A for the Council’s approval.
11. REQUEST FOR FUNDING

A request for funding from the South Northumberland Radio Group was received on 8 December 2009. The group is committed to providing an accessible community radio station to serve the population of South East Northumberland covering the former local government areas of Blyth Valley, Wansbeck and part of Castle Morpeth.

As there was no small grant scheme in place at the time of this application the Council may wish to consider it in isolation or alternatively forward the appropriate application form in accordance with the new approved scheme.  
12. Allotments (rents for 2010/11)
The Council agreed to accept responsibility for allotments at its meeting held on 1 December 2009 (minute CO71/09 refers). Detailed records have now been provided by Northumberland County Council which shows that there are currently 100 allotments in use and 2 vacancies of which 62 are managed by the Allgood Terrace Allotments Association. The current fees are as follow;

	Plot size 
	Number of plots 
	Rent
	Total income

	Allotment Association
	62
	£7
	£434

	Greater than 300 sq yards
	4
	£65
	£260

	Less than 300 sq yards
	33
	£54
	£1782

	Less than 150sq yards
	1
	£48
	£48

	Vacant plots
	2
	£54
	£108

	Total Potential income
	
	
	£2632


It is recommended that allotment rents for 2010/11 remain at their current levels.
13. Forecast Financial outturn 2009/10, BUDGET 2010/11 & Parish Precept

Attached at Appendix B is the forecast financial outturn for 2009/10 and a draft budget proposal for 2010/11 as recommended by the budget working group which met on 15 December 2009.
The budget has been prepared to;

· minimize the financial impact on the Council Tax payer,

· embrace the Northumberland Charter for Local Council’s (where in the  best interest of the Local community)

· make a difference to the community through environmental improvements, grants to voluntary organizations and civic events
An underlying principle in accepting the transfer of services under the Northumberland Charter for Local Council’s is that assets transferred should be in reasonable condition at the date of transfer. The Council’s budget has been prepared on that assumption.
Recommendations
13.1 To agree the 2010/11 Budget in principle but defer setting the Parish Precept pending satisfactory inspection of assets to be transferred and consultation with other Parish Council’s in accordance with minute CO71/09. 

13.2 That the Parish Clerk’s hours be increased to 20 hours per week with effect from 1 April 2010 in recognition of existing work load and additional services to be transferred from Northumberland County Council.
13.3 That the Parish Clerk’s working hours be further reviewed during October 2010.

14. WORKING GROUPS 
To receive reports from working groups. 
14.1 Publicity, communications and civic events
Civic Carol Service

Christmas shop window competition
14.2 Finance
Banking Arrangements
Revised deadline for setting the Parish Precept

14.3
Environment
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION


Subscription to the Direct Information Service. 
The DIS is a fortnightly news service which provides all the latest information relevant to Local Council’s. The Council is requested to give the Parish Clerk delegated authority to subscribe following consultation with neighbouring parishes.   
16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
To consider any other items for information only including items to be brought forward to the next meeting.
17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

2 February 2010 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCILLORS:  Allan Stewart (Chair), Brian Richmond (Deputy Chair), Dave Armstrong, Anthony Barrett, Allan Douglas, Irene Harbottle, Ronald Major, Arthur Pegg, Helen Short, Alex Wallace and Alyson Wallace . 
