

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 7 September 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


A Barrett

A Douglas


I Harbottle

A Pegg

R Major

Allan Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)


Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 8 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

There were no questions raised.
CO76/10
Motion to Vary the Order of business
In accordance with Standing order 23(d) the Chair moved to vary the order of business as a matter of urgency whereby;

a) Agenda item 13.1 [Environmental Working Group Report] would be dealt with as the First item in order that a representative of Blyth Star Enterprises could respond.

b) A Police Report could be given by Sergeant John Heaton as this was not included as an agenda item and would otherwise have had to be dealt with under AOB.

RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.
CO77/10
13.1 Reports of working Groups
Councillor Alyson Wallace provided a report on behalf of the Environment Working Group. She expressed the Council’s disappointment with the quality of the hanging baskets provided by Blyth Star Enterprises [BSE] but praised the way BSE had responded to the Council’s concerns by removing and replanting each basket. Unfortunately, there was a limited variety of plants available at this stage of the season. Councillor Wallace also referred to the poor quality of service that had been received from Northumberland County Council. On a more positive note she announced that the Council had applied for funding from Wansbeck Homes and if successful this money would be used to improve the area outside Sleekburn House.

The Chair invited Alan Davison of Blyth Star Enterprises for his comments. Mr Davison acknowledged the Council’s concerns and stated that they would be using more trailing varieties of plant in future. He stated that BSE were looking for good examples of hanging baskets in the area that they could emulate. The Chair referred to those outside the Fox Cover pub in Ashington that had been provided by a local grower in Bedlington Station.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Environment Working Group’s report and Blyth Star Enterprises comments be noted.

(2) That the Environment Working Group should continue to monitor the quality of the service provided by Blyth Star Enterprises to ensure that their hanging baskets are of a similar standard to those referred to by the Chair.      

CO78/10
Police Report
Sergeant Heaton announced a 10% reduction in youth related Anti Social behaviour over the school holiday period. He referred to an initiative with the schools whereby organised football had been made available each Friday between 6- 9.00pm and enquired if the Parish Council would be prepared to part fund a second programme. 
General discussion then ensued regarding initiatives to prevent anti social behaviour and a Teen Shelter next to the railway crossing was discussed.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Police report be noted.

(2) That funding for a similar football initiative in accordance with the Police request is included as an agenda item at the next meeting. 
(3) That the Environment Working Group researches potential for a Teen Shelter next to the railway crossing.  

CO79/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors B Richmond and D Armstrong who were on holiday.
. 
CO80/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO81/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were matters arising.
CO82/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle; A Stewart – Friends of Gallagher Park.

CO83/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. 
Resolved
(1)That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

(2) That a small working Group consisting of the Chair, Vice Chair and Parish Clerk should meet to agree a response to item 147 [Integrated Transport Plan].

CO84/10
6.CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes of the previous meeting and provided an update on events since the previous meeting. Of significance;

· The Chair & Vice Chair’s Jewels and neck ribbons were on order, 
· VAT in the sum of £586.13 had been recovered from HM Revenue & Customs,

· The Council’s website was progressing well with a potential launch in October,

· The water leak at Ravensworth Street was being dealt with by the Water Authority.  

Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO85/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V30
	Roses – Flowers (Mrs Latty 100 years old)
	26.50

	V31
	BDO – External Audit Fee
	470.00

	V32
	Bedlington Station Res Assoc – Rent (July – Sept) 
	650.00

	V33
	NCC – payroll July
	1107.93

	V34
	Blyth Harbour Commission - Sponsorship
	1175.00

	V35
	UK Office Direct – Print cartridges & envelopes
	98.71

	V36
	Uk Office Direct - Camera
	214.75

	V37
	NCC Water charges – Cambois Allots
	173.05

	V38
	R Thornton – Clerks expenses
	38.49



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO86/10
8. RECEIPTS


RESOLVED – That receipt of Allotment Rent £108.00 & Bank Interest £3.28 be noted.

CO87/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 25 August 2010 up to and including Voucher 38 of £76,366.15.

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO88/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 31July 2010. 

Resolved

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO89/10
11. CO- OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR (SLEEKBURN WARD)
The Clerk explained the process for co-opting onto the Council. There were 2 nominations that were duly seconded. The result of a secret ballot was as follows;

John James 3 votes

Colin Parker 5 Votes.


RESOLVED.


That Colin Parker is duly elected.
CO90/10
12. MEMBERS TRAVEL & SUBSISTENCE.
12.1
The Council considered the payment of travel expenses in accordance with HMRC rates [currently .40p per mile] with an additional .05p per mile for additional passengers. Payments would be restricted to official duties outside the Parish boundaries & subject to a maximum [equivalent to standard rate public transport costs].

12.2
The Council considered the payment of subsistence to members when representing the Council on official business or whilst on approved training courses that involve an overnight stay. Payments would be based on actual expenditure incurred and subject to maximum amounts [to be determined] for meals and accommodation costs.  


RESOLVED

(1) That the payment of Travel & Subsistence as proposed be approved.
(2) That the Finance working group determine the appropriate maximum payments and make a recommendation to Council at the next meeting.

CO91/10
13. WORKING GROUPS
Publicity & Communications/ IT
The Chair gave a report in the absence of Councillor Armstrong. He referred to existing methods of communication and potential to produce the Council’s own newsletter. The Chair then referred to difficulties in communicating via e-mail due to some members having older software applications that were not compatible with newer versions. He also referred for the need for IT training for members and set a target of Xmas for completion of the Council’s IT suite.

Finance

In the absence of Councillor Richmond the Chair gave a brief report. He referred to the Audit of Accounts stating that East Bedlington was one of only three of the eight Parish Councils in South East Northumberland that had received an unqualified audit. He congratulated the Parish Clerk on this achievement.

Heritage & Culture

The Chair stated that it had now been determined that a 6m X 4m marquee would be adequate for the needs of the Council, he confirmed arrangements for storage and its availability to local organisations. It was emphasised that any organisation wishing to borrow the marquee would have to prove that they were adequately insured.

Allotments

Councillor Stewart reported progress at Cambois allotments and outlined plans for improving the site. The Chair outlined potential for a Community Garden and plans to meet with the Head at Cambois first school who was in favour of such a facility.   

RESOLVED
(1)That the reports of the working groups be noted.
(2) That a motion be put to the next meeting for the purchase of a marquee.

CO92/10
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
Members considered the following;


14.1 Membership of the National Association of Councillors [NAC] at a cost of £65.00 per annum.


14.2 Making a donation to the Finchdale Training College towards their fitness room renovation project.


14.3 Nominating a member to represent the Council on the Northumberland Association of Local Councils.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Council subscribes to the National Association of Councillors at a cost of £65.00 per annum.

(2) That the Council declines to make a donation to Finchdale Training College on the basis of greater local needs.

(3) That Councillor Alex Wallace is put forward for a second term as the Councils representative on the Northumberland Association of Local Councils. 

CO93/10
15.ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Parish Clerk advised that he had been contacted by Koast FM Radio with a view to establishing a local radio station. A small grant application has been forwarded to the promoters and they have been advised that the Council would decide whether to take up the offer of a presentation. It was agreed that the Finance working Group would examine the business plan provided and consider whether a presentation should be requested.
The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow a member of the public to speak.

Mr David Graham [Friends of Gallagher Park] announced that a BMX track was soon to be built at Gallagher Park and that a grand opening was planned. He provided detailed costing for the event and requested funding of £500 from the Council. 
The Chair re-opened the meeting.

It was agreed that this would be placed on the agenda of the next meeting.

CO94/10
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 6th October 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.00pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………

Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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