

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 5 October 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D Armstrong

A Douglas


I Harbottle

R Major
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 6 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

There were no questions raised.
CO95/10
Motion to Vary the Order of business
In accordance with Standing order 23(d) the Chair moved to vary the order of business as a matter of urgency whereby;

a) Agenda item 20.1[Heritage & culture Working Group Report] would be dealt with as the First item in order that Barry Mead could provide his report before leaving the meeting.

b) A Police Report could be given by CSO Dave Johnson as this was not included as an agenda item and would otherwise have had to be dealt with under AOB.

RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.
CO96/10
13.1 Reports of working Groups
Barry Mead provided a report on events that had taken place during the year. He reported that almost 400 people had taken part in the various activities. He also announced that two talks had been organised in October the first of which was to be held on 6 October at the Bedlington Station Residents Association at 7.30pm.
RESOLVED

That the Heritage & Culture Working Group’s report be noted and that Barry Mead be thanked for his contribution.  

CO97/10
Police Report
CSO Dave Johnson gave a brief report. He announced that only two shops in the area were selling fireworks, Tesco & Netto and he provided details of the Police’s campaign leading up to November 5th.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Police report be noted.

(2) That a Police Report should become a permanent item on the Parish Council agenda.  

CO98/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A Pegg; A Barrett; C Parker and Alyson Wallace.
. 
CO99/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record subject to the inclusion of the following at the end of the Publicity, Communications & IT working group report (minute CO91/10); “ purchase of Lap tops and members training”.
CO100/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were matters arising.
CO101/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle; A Stewart & D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park.

CO102/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. 
Resolved
That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO103/10
6.CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes and provided an update on events since the previous meeting. Of significance;

· The Council’s website was now up and running,

· Significant progress had been made regarding the installation of an IT suite details of which had been provided under agenda item16. It was hoped that this would be complete in time for the official opening of the Parish building. A provisional date of Friday 5th November had been set and it was hoped that the MP Mr Ian Lavery would perform the ceremony.  
· Office signage had been purchased and would be installed in the near future.

Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO104/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V39
	NCC – Payroll (August)
	1107.93

	V40
	Keenleysides Lock + keys
	24.70

	V41
	BT – Broadband
	52.87

	V42
	Blyth Star Enterprises (Environmental Contract)
	1649.70

	V43
	B Mead (Cultural events)
	950.90

	V44
	Society Local Council Clerks (subscriptions)
	135.00

	V45
	HFE Signs Ltd (Office sign)
	43.53

	V46
	R Thornton (Clerks Expenses)
	37.38



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO105/10
8. RECEIPTS

Councillor Stewart gave a detailed account of allotment rents received during 2010/11. He reported that of the total allotment rent due £1918 only £27 remained outstanding. He also stated that new tenants on 9 allotments had been given their first years rent free and that additional income of £486 would be due from them in 2011/12.

RESOLVED – 
(1) That receipt of Allotment Rent £108.00; Bank Interest £1.70 & VAT £586.13 be noted.
(2) That Councillor Stewarts report on allotment income be received.
CO106/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 29 September 2010 up to and including Voucher 46 of £73,097.35. Councillor Richmond also reported that the second half of the Council’s precept had recently been received in the sum of £37,503.

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO107/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 31 August 2010. 

Resolved

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO108/10
11. PURCHASE OF MARQUEE
The Council considered the following motion, moved by Councillor Alex Wallace and seconded by Councillor Allan Stewart;
East Bedlington Parish Council purchases a 6 x 4m marquee at a maximum cost of £400 exclusive of VAT. Such marquee to be available to Community organisations when not in use by the Council subject to the Council’s conditions, including adequate public liability insurance and agreement to indemnify the Council for the cost of any damage incurred whilst on loan. 


RESOLVED.


The motion was carried unanimously.
CO109/10
12. MEMBERS TRAVEL & SUBSISTENCE.
Further to minute CO90/10 the Finance Working Group made the following recommendations regarding maximum subsistence payments;

	Subsistence
	Maximum Amount (£)

	Breakfast (before 11am)


	6.50

	Lunch (12 noon and 2pm)


	9.00

	Tea (3pm – 6 pm)


	3.50

	Dinner (after 7pm)


	11.00

	Overnight (outside London)
	105.00

	Overnight (inside London)
	120.00



RESOLVED

 That the Finance Working Groups recommendations be approved.
CO110/10
13. BMX TRACK GALLAGHER PARK – GRAND OPENING
The Council considered a request for a donation towards the cost of a grand opening event to be held in late October 2010.    

RESOLVED
(1)That a donation of £250.00 be approved.
CO111/10
14. Community Football programme organised by Northumbria police
Further to minute CO78/10 the Council considered a donation of £750 towards the running costs of an organised football programme. It was clarified that the football would take place somewhere in East Bedlington but not at Gallagher Park as first thought. It was noted that match funding was to be provided by the Elm Pass Stronger and Safer Communities fund.

RESOLVED

That a donation of £750 be approved.
CO112/10
15.MEMBERS IT REQUIREMENTS
The Council considered the following recommendations in order to implement its IT agenda;
(1) That an allowance of £10 per month be paid to members who have computers in their homes with broadband connections which are used for the purpose of communicating with the Council. Such allowance to cover the cost of incidentals such as paper and ink in addition to being online.

(2) That the Council provides any member who wishes to participate with a lap top computer and associated software necessary for the Council’s needs. (Returnable on vacating office).

(3) That the Council provides those members already online with updated software (where this is considered in the interests of the Council).

(4) That the Council should provide basic training to any member wishing to receive it. 
 

RESOLVED
That the recommendations of the IT Working Group be approved.
CO/113
16. IT SUITE

The Council considered a report of the Parish Clerk in relation to an IT Solution that had been provided by 24/7 IT Solutions. The Council was also asked to confirm that Financial Regulation 11.1 (a) ii [specialist suppliers] was applicable whereby 3 separate quotations need not be sought.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Council confirmed Financial Reg 11.1 (a) ii should apply

(2) That the Parish Clerk be authorised to place an order with 24/7 IT Solutions subject to their quotation being within budget.

CO114/10
17 SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS

The Council considered an application from the Friends of Bedlington Nursery. The Finance Working Group recommended a grant of £300.
RESOLVED

That a grant of £300 be approved.

CO/115
18. TURNING ON OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AT CAMBOIS
The Council considered taking part in a Christmas event involving Cambois, Bedlington Station and Stead Lane first schools, the Salvation Army and sponsored by the Port of Blyth. The Chair announced that Greggs would be supplying free mince pies. A Provisional date for the event had been set as 10 December 2010.

RESOLVED

That the Council participates in the Christmas Lights event.
CO/116
19. CAMBOIS ALLOTMENTS

The Council considered a supplementary estimate of £4,000 to carry out work at Cambois Allotments. The work would include the reclamation of two overgrown allotments (to be used for Community purposes), clearance of walk ways and disposal of waste. 

RESOLVED

That a supplementary estimate of £4,000 be agreed to be funded from contingencies.

CO/117
20. WORKING GROUPS


20.1 Reports of working Groups;

· Publicity, Communications & IT.

Councillor Armstrong provided details of sites that he had identified to erect notice boards.
· Finance

Councillor Richmond reminded members that the Council would soon be commencing the budget process and urged working groups to start thinking about spending plans for 20011/12.
· Environment

Councillor Alyson Wallace provided a written report which was presented by the Chair in her absence. She referred to winter planting carried out by Blyth Star Enterprises and the need to liaise with NCC regarding their environmental programme. Councillor Wallace also referred to a potential Teen Shelter and CCTV in the Bedlington Station vicinity.
· Allotments
Councillor Stewart referred to his long term aspirations for Cambois allotments and in particular the development of the Community garden. 
RESOLVED

(1)That the reports of the working groups be received.

(2)That the Clerk be instructed to liaise with his counterpart at Choppington Parish Council in connection with the provision of notice boards. 

20.2 The Council considered the establishment of a Schools & Communities Working Group to be championed by Councillor Colin Parker.

RESOLVED

That a Schools & Communities Working Group be established to be championed by Councillor Colin Parker.

CO118/10
21 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chair made the meeting aware of various pieces of correspondence that had been received after the agenda had been prepared as follows;
· British Telecom – Notification of BT’s intention to remove the call box at Wilson Avenue, Cambois. The Chair was opposed to this action as the nearest phone box would be a considerable distance away. He acknowledged that most people had mobile phones but that those most vulnerable could be cut off from access to emergency services.
· Northumberland County Council [NCC] Parking strategy – a briefing was to be held at County Hall on 6 October 2010.

· Joint NCC/ Parish/ Town Council – Dates for next meetings;

· Monday 11 October, 6pm Corn Exchange, Morpeth Town Hall

· Wednesday 13th October, 6pm Ashington Leisure  

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 2nd November 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.14pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………           Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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