

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 2 November 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D Armstrong

A Douglas


I Harbottle

R Major

C Parker

A Pegg

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

A member of the public asked for clarification of planning proposals in relation to wind turbines at North Blyth. The Chair stated that he would refer the query to the Chief Executive of the Port of Blyth who  was in a position to provide clarification. The same individual also raised concern regarding the Council’s IT suite and questioned whether this could jeopardise the Library at Bedlington Station. Assurances were provided that the Council was opposed to the library closing and that the Council’s IT facilities would not be in competition with the Library or the Open Learning centre.

Barry Mead, who acts as a consultant for the Council referred to the Cambois fun day and thanked Heather Ashburner who was in attendance for her contribution. He advised the Council that he had been approached by a collector who was in possession of an original document in relation to Bedlington Iron Works dated 1824 and asked whether the Council would be interested  in acquiring it. It was agreed that this would be placed on the next parish Council agenda. Barry also announced that he had obtained a “John Muter Bottle” that he was donating to the Parish.   
CO119/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor A Barrett. 
. 
CO120/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 October 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO121/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Further to minute CO108/10 the Chair announced that the Marquee had been delivered and loaned out to NCC’s Play Rangers. However, difficulties with erection had been experienced and it was suggested that a trial run should take place. In connection with minute CO111/10 the Chair confirmed that the Cage Football program had started and had been well attended.

Councillor Stewart referred to minute CO110/10 and stated that he would advise the Council upon a completion of the BMX track and the date for the official opening.  
CO122/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle, A Stewart, C Parker & D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park.

CO123/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. 
Resolved
That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO124/10
6.CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes and provided an update on events since the previous meeting. Of significance;

· Office signage was now in place

· The Chair / Vice Chairs Chains of Office had been received and were being worn for the first time at the meeting,
· The IT suite was due for installation on 3 November


Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO125/10
7. CHAIRMANS REPORT

Councillor Alex Wallace announced that the official opening of the Parish offices would be carried out by Ian Lavery MP on Friday 5 November at 6.00pm and he extended an open invitation to all present. He made reference to the Remembrance Day arrangements that were to take place on Sunday 14 November at Cambois and Bedlington at 10.30am and 2.00pm respectively. Councillor Wallace also announced that the Council would not be providing its own Christmas lights but would be making a financial contribution and working in partnership with the traders at Bedlington Station.  
CO126/10
8. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v47
	Direct Debit – BT
	80.54

	V48
	NCC Payroll (Sept)
	1107.93

	v49
	Parish Websites Ltd
	450.00

	V50
	Rent - BSRA
	650.00

	v51
	Northumbria Water - Allotments
	380.71

	v52
	Friends of Bedlington Nursery – Small Grant
	300.00

	v53
	Friends of Gallagher Park – Grand Opening event
	250.00

	V54
	Street Sports North East – sponsorship of cage football
	750.00

	v55
	Gala Tent Ltd – purchase of Marquee
	461.38

	v56
	W & P O’Donnel – Environmental works Cambois Allotments
	1821.25

	V57
	Ian Leech Publicity Services – Inside Wansbeck Mag
	300.00

	v58
	Northumbria Water - Allotments
	132.63



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO127/10
9. RECEIPTS

RESOLVED 
That receipt of Allotment Rent £27.00 and second half year precept of £37,503 (including £2 arrears) be noted.

CO128/10
10. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 21 October 2010 up to and including Voucher 58 of £103,907.23. 

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO129/10
11. BUDGET REPORT
The Clerk referred to Appendix D and the forecast outturn showing an under spend of circa £14,000. He stated that balances were likely to be in the region of £70,000 at the financial year end. He went on to identify the reasons for the under spend including £5,000 of contingencies that had not been needed, £2,000 for public consultation that had now been deferred to 2011/12 and a £2,500 saving on the Christmas festivities budget. 

Resolved
That the Budget report be noted.

CO130/10
12. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 30 September 2010. 


RESOLVED.

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO131/10
12(a) POLICE REPORT

The Clerk referred to a Police report that he had received from PC Steve Mcintosh. He reported;
· Campaigns involving schools in relation to firework safety

· A worrying trend of theft of man hole covers across East Bedlington
· Continued problems with youth disorder in relation to cycling on the Clayton corner and alcohol abuse at Gallagher Park.

A number of letters had been sent to parents in connection with the Clayton corner and additional foot patrol resources were to be deployed within these key areas on Friday and Saturday nights over the next 3-4 weeks.

RESOLVED
That the Police report be noted.

CO132/10
13. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS
(13.1)
The Chair welcomed Vicky Oakley of Koast Radio who gave a presentation in relation to a local radio station that would broadcast from Bedlington Community Centre.  Mrs Oakley expressed an interest in covering the Christmas tree switch on at Cambois on 10 December.
(13.2)
The Council considered the following small grant applications;


Application No 14 Choysez

Application No 15 BIBS (Breast is Best) 

RESOLVED

(1) That Koast radio be requested to fill out a small grant application form and that the application be considered by the Finance working group with a view to making a recommendation to the December meeting.
(2) That a grant of £250 be approved for each of the small grant applications detailed above.

CO133/10
14. URGENT WORKS CAMBOIS ALLOTMENTS


Further to minute CO116/10 that approved a supplementary estimate of £4,000 to carry out work at Cambois allotments the Council was requested to waive financial regulation 11.1 ( i ) due to the urgent nature of the works. 
RESOLVED
That Financial Regulation 11.1 be waived. 
CO134/10
15  WORKING GROUPS


Reports of working Groups;

· Publicity, Communications & IT.

Councillor Armstrong provided details of sites that had been identified for the erection notice boards.
· Finance

Councillor Richmond referred to the projected budget outturn and reminded members that the budget process would commence in the near future. Once spending plans were agreed an investment strategy could be put in place to maximise interest earned on balances.
· Environment

Councillor Alyson Wallace stated that she had asked for indicative costs for summer planting of the flower baskets, existing planters and additional tubs throughout the Parish. Costs for shelters at Bedlington Station and Cambois links had also been sought and she outlined areas for potential future investment. Discussions with NCC would be sought to determine what contribution could be expected from them.

Finally, she referred to a “Best in Bedlingtonshire” garden competition which was under consideration by West Bedlington Town Council and Choppington Parish Council.
· Allotments

Councillor Stewart gave a progress report. The walk ways had now been cleared, rubbish removed and the burn dredged.

RESOLVED

That the reports of the working groups be received.

CO135/10
16 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair referred to the need for a Community Plan that would drive spending in the longer term. He stated that there was a need to attract external funding in order to meet the Council’s aspirations and to achieve this additional officer time would be needed.

Councillor Stewart referred to the project at Cambois allotments and suggested that 2011/12 spending plans should concentrate on Cambois links in the Sleekburn ward and the Free Wood in Bedlington East. He concurred with the Chair’s comments and indicated he would be submitting notice of motion to increase officer time and to concentrate spending on the areas that had been outlined for consideration at the next meeting.   

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 7th December 2010 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.40pm.
Signed by the Chairman: …………………           Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
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