

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 7 December 2010 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D Armstrong


I Harbottle

C Parker

A Pegg

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

CO136/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor A Barrett. A Douglas, R Major 

Alex Wallace & Alyson Wallace

CO137/10
MOTION TO VARY THE OREDER OF BUSINESS

In accordance with standing order 23(d) the Chair moved to vary the order of business as a matter of urgency whereby agenda item 11 [Police Report] would be taken as the first item of business in order that the Officers present could return to their duties.

RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.

CO138/10
11. POLICE REPORT  

PC Steve McIntosh reported that there had been 36 crimes in the past month, mainly in the Oval area, this was relatively low. Theft of drain covers continued to be a problem and he referred to alcohol disorder and car crime in the Stakeford area. In response to a question he stated that front line policing would not be affected by the government’s cut backs

RESOLVED.
That the Police report be noted. 

. 
CO139/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 November 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO140/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart referred to the BMX track at Gallagher Park and to a letter addressed to Roger Styring for which no reply had been received. Councillor Pegg stated that he was not aware of the letter but that he would raise it with his NCC colleague.

RESOLVED

That the matters arising be noted.  
CO141/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle, A Stewart, C Parker & D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park.

CO142/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. The Clerk provided additional information in relation to NCC daffodil planting, NAREC’s proposals to carry out investigation works near Cambois Allotments and NCC proposals for its grass cutting services for 2011/12.
Resolved
That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO143/10
6.CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes and provided an update on events since the previous meeting. Of significance;

· The IT suite had been completed on time. However, problems had occurred with the servers which had been removed from site for diagnostic analysis
· The Cage football program had been well received but was suspended until the weather improves

· Meetings had taken place with NCC & WCS the outcomes of which would impact on 2011/12 spending plans.


Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted.

CO144/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v47
	Direct Debit – BT
	80.54

	V48
	NCC Payroll (Sept)
	1107.93

	v49
	Parish Websites Ltd
	450.00

	V50
	Rent - BSRA
	650.00

	v51
	Northumbria Water - Allotments
	380.71

	v52
	Friends of Bedlington Nursery – Small Grant
	300.00

	v53
	Friends of Gallagher Park – Grand Opening event
	250.00

	V54
	Street Sports North East – sponsorship of cage football
	750.00

	v55
	Gala Tent Ltd – purchase of Marquee
	461.38

	v56
	W & P O’Donnel – Environmental works Cambois Allotments
	1821.25

	V57
	Ian Leech Publicity Services – Inside Wansbeck Mag
	300.00

	v58
	Northumbria Water - Allotments
	132.63



Resolved


That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO145/10
9. RECEIPTS

RESOLVED 
That receipt of bank interest of £1.76 be noted.

CO146/10
10. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 26 November 2010 up to and including Voucher 67 of £94,317.15. 

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.

CO147/10
12. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS
The Council considered the following small grant applications;

(1) Trinity Church 50 + Club
(2) Koast Radio. 

Resolved
(1)That the grant application from Trinity Church 50+ Club be refused on the grounds that it was outside the Parish boundary and that direct benefit to the parishioners of East Bedlington had not been demonstrated.
(2) That a grant of £250 be awarded to Koast Radio.
CO148/10
12. BANK RECONCILIATION

Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 31 October 2010. 


RESOLVED.

That the bank reconciliation be received.
CO149/10
13. ORIGINAL IRON WORKS DOCUMENT DATED 1824
The Council considered whether it should bid for the above document and if so, how much.
RESOLVED

That Barry Mead be authorised to bid for the document on behalf of the Council up to a value of £100.00.

CO150/10
14. CLERKS HOURS

Further to minute CO90/09 (13 iii) the Council consider the need to increase the Clerks working week.  
RESOLVED
That the Clerks working week is increased to 27 hours with effect from 1 December 2010 and that his hours are kept under review. 
CO151/10
15 CONSULTANT’S HOURS
The Council considered the level of resource needed from Mr B Mead to fulfil its aspirations in 2010/11 & 2011/12.
RESOLVED

That Mr Mead’s consultancy be increased by a further 10 days during 2010/11 and that provision be made for 50 days in 2011/12. 

CO152/10
16. BEST IN BEDLINGTON – GARDEN COMPETITION

The Council considered proposals for a Best in Bedlington – Garden Competition. 
RESOLVED 

That the Council agrees in principle to the proposal but does not commit financial resources until it is satisfied that it has the capacity to deliver. 

CO153/10
17. WORKING GROUPS

· IT, Publicity & Communications

Councillor Armstrong explained that he had not been as active as he would have wished due to recent bad health. He announced that 3 new notice boards would be erected during 2011/12, 2 in Cambois and one in the Oval Area. 

·  Finance

The Chair, Councillor Richmond referred to the deadline for setting the 2011/12 Budget and announced that a series of budget working group meetings would be taking place over the coming weeks. The Clerk requested that these take place during normal office hours if possible.
· Heritage & Culture

Barry Mead stated that he had been in discussion with Tom Maley, a local sculptor in relation to potential projects at Bedlington Iron Works. He also referred to the artefacts that were currently in storage at Cambois first School and stated that he would be taking a look at these at the earliest opportunity. 

· Environment

There was no formal report as Councillor Alyson Wallace was on holiday however; Councillors Stewart and Richmond both indicated that they would be available to provide support when needed.
· Allotments

Councillor Stewart gave a progress report and stated that quotations were being sought for a boundary fence around the Community Garden at Cambois Allotments.

RESOLVED

That the reports of the working groups be received.

CO154/10
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chair reminded members of the upcoming Carol Service that was to take place at 2:30 at Cambois. The 3 first schools within the Parish would be joined by the Salvation Army & Koast Radio and all were welcome to attend. Finally, he wished those present a Merry Christmas and a happy new year and invited all to join him for festive refreshments.      

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 4th January 2011 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.15pm.
Signed by the Acting Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
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