

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4 January 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D Armstrong

A Barrett

A Douglas


I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart
Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.
A Member of the public raised an issue concerning the Parish which related to the views of a political party. He was advised by the Chair that this was not the business of the Parish Council.
CO155/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A Pegg and R Major.
CO156/10
MOTION TO VARY THE OREDER OF BUSINESS

In accordance with standing order 23(d) the Chair moved to vary the order of business as a matter of urgency whereby agenda item 11 [Police Report] would be taken as the first item of business in order that the Officers present could return to their duties.

RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.

CO157/10
11. POLICE REPORT  

PC Steve McIntosh reported that there had been 5 CRASBO’s (Crime related anti social behaviour orders) and 16 ABA’s (Acceptable Behaviour Agreements) in the past month, of which 2 CRASBO’S and 8 ABA’s were in East Bedlington. A total of 26 crimes had been committed of which 21 were undetected.

Pc Mcintosh went on to explain that many of the undetected crimes were ongoing and he outlined plans on how he would report progress to future meetings. He reported that Victoria Terrace was a hot spot and plans were in place for covert CCTV operations. There had been no further scrap metal crimes. 
Councillor Douglas referred to parking issues around the Terrier Close area and was advised that signs needed to be in place to allow enforcement action to be taken.

The Chair thanked PC McIntosh for his report.

RESOLVED
That the Police report be noted. 

. 
CO158/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was noted that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2010 included a schedule of items of expenditure that had previously been agreed and that this needed to be amended to reflect the schedule that was considered under the agenda.
Resolved

That the minutes be approved and signed as a true record subject to the inclusion of the revised expenditure schedule.
CO159/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Further to minute CO140/10 Councillor Stewart advised that a meeting between the Friends of Gallagher Park and NCC had now been arranged.
RESOLVED

That the matters arising be noted.  
CO160/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle, A Stewart, C Parker & D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park.

CO161/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received since the previous meeting together with the actions proposed and taken by the Clerk. 
Resolved
That comments and details of correspondence received and actions taken / proposed be noted.

CO162/10
6.CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk gave a report in relation to action on minutes and provided an update on events since the previous meeting. He reminded the meeting that the Council had a deadline of 24 January 2011 to set the precept and that it would therefore be necessary to hold a special meeting. 

Resolved


That the Clerks report be noted and that a special meeting be held on Tuesday 18 January to approve the 2011/12 budget and set the precept.

CO163/10
7. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as detailed below:

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v59
	Vaughton’s
	1140.49

	V60
	24/7 IT Solutions
	4439.17

	v61
	NCC ( Sept Payroll)
	1107.93

	V62
	Cllr Alex Wallace – Car Exp
	34.40

	v63
	Poppy Appeal  (2 Wreaths)
	33.00

	v64
	Clerks Expenses
	163.72

	v65
	Hartford Catering
	176.25

	V66
	24/7 IT Solutions
	1204.38

	v67
	W & P O’Donnell
	1292.50

	v68
	Clerks Expenses
	270.85

	V69
	NCC Payroll (Oct)
	1107.93

	V70
	BT Broadband
	52.87


It was noted that vouchers 59 – 67 had in fact been approved at the previous meeting and the minutes amended accordingly.


Resolved


That the expenditure vouchers V68 – V70 be approved.

CO164/10
8. RECEIPTS

RESOLVED 
That receipt of bank interest of £1.60 be noted.

CO165/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION


The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 7 December 2010 (up to and including Voucher 71) of £90,141.12. 

Resolved


That the financial position be noted.
CO166/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION


Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period to 30 November 2010. 


RESOLVED.

That the bank reconciliation be received.

CO167/10
12. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS
The Council considered the following small grant applications;

(1) Bedlington Station Over 60’s Club

Resolved
That a grant of £350 be approved.
CO168/10 
13.  BUDGET REPORT.
The Clerk advised that potential spending during 2011/12 was far in excess of the Council’s existing revenue. There were a number of possible courses of action that the Council could take as follows;

1. To increase the Parish Precept
2. To rationalise budget spend

3. To finance the shortfall from balances

4. To increase allotment rents

5. A combination of the above
The Clerk reported an estimated under spend of £17,000 in the current year and explained that this could be used to finance non-recurring items of expenditure in 2011/12. However, he advised against use of balances beyond this figure as they were not sustainable and reminded members of the pressure to take on services currently provided by Northumberland County Council.  
The Chair referred to a recent news article that suggested that a range of non statutory services, including grass cutting, litter collection, public conveniences and youth provision could be cut by NCC. Councillor Douglas stated that the cost of these services were huge in comparison to the Parish precept which would have to be increased substantially should such services be taken on.

The Chair stated that the article appeared to contradict previous agreements with NALC (Northumberland Association of District Councils) and that clarification needed to be sought.    
RESOLVED 

1. That the Clerks budget report be noted and that he should prepare budget proposals based on no increase in the Parish Precept and the maximum use of balances as recommended. 

2. That no options are ruled out at this stage 

CO169/10
14. ALLOTMENT RENTS 2011/12

The Council considered a table showing the revenue implications for 2011/12 based on maintaining rents at their current level and an increase of 5 percent. The increased revenue is estimated at £137.
RESOLVED.


That allotments rents remain at their current levels for 2011/12.

CO170/10
15. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 2011/12
Under the Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 as amended, the Council has a duty to maintain an adequate and effective system of Internal Audit. To this end the Council needs to appoint a competent and independent Internal Auditor.


RESOLVED.


That  Mr J Ainsworth be appointed as Internal Auditor.
CO171/10
16. WORKING GROUPS
Schools & Communities

Councillor Parker advised that he had introduced himself to Paul Frost (Head Teacher at Cambois First School) and been given a tour of the school. 

There were no other reports.

RESOLVED 

That Councillor Parker’s report be noted.
CO172/10
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no items raised.
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be a special meeting to be held on Tuesday 18th January 2011 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.50pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
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