

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Special Meeting held on Tuesday 18 January 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D Armstrong

A Douglas


I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart
Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.
There were no questions.

CO173/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A Pegg, R Major &. A Barrett

CO174/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 4 January are agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO175/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Further to minute CO159/10 Councillor Stewart advised that a meeting between the Friends of Gallagher Park and NCC had now taken place and that NCC had agreed to finance the fencing off of the BMX track.
Councillor Richmond advised that a meeting of the South East Network of Parish Councils had taken place. He reported that a meeting had been requested with the NCC Leadership to discuss issues concerning the takeover of services and the Parish Precept.

The Chair announced that Councillor Brian Pickering (former Chair of Cramlington Parish Council) had sadly passed away.

RESOLVED

That the matters arising be noted.  
CO176/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle, A Stewart, C Parker & D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park. Councillor Alan Douglas Agenda items 5 & 6 due to his position as a union official at NCC. 
5. CO177/10
5. TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S POSITION IN RELATION TO THE TAKING OVER OF LOCAL SERVICES FROM nORTHUMBERLAND cOUNTY cOUNCIL

The Chair read out an e-mail from Barry Mead who had attended an Area Meeting at Alnwick (in his capacity of Parish Clerk for Cresswell) the previous evening. The content of his e-mail indicated that Parish Council’s would not be expected to take on many of the services previously outlined by NCC. The meeting agreed that further clarification was needed.
Resolved
That the Council’s position had not changed namely that;

1) The Council would not take on any service until full and accurate financial information had been provided by NCC and that meaningful dialogue had taken place.
2) Services would only be taken over where it was thought that a better service would result. 
CO178/10
6. NCC Grass cutting Proposals 2011/12
RESOLVED

That the Council does not take up Northumberland County Council’s offer for additional grass cutting services.
CO179/10
7. ANNUAL BUDGET & PRECEPT 2011/12

The Council considered a Budget Report that had been prepared by the Clerk under the direction of the Budget Working Group. The Chair explained the rationale behind the main budget proposals.
Councillor Stewart provided more information in relation to projects at Cambois and the Free Wood at Bedlington and outlined his vision for development in these areas.

The clerk advised that interest on balances held in Instant Access Accounts were very poor and that the Council needed to commit to the retention of balances for a fixed term. He advised that 2.35% could be obtained by investing £50,000 or more for a 12 month period.

RESOLVED 
1) That the Budget for 2011/12 be approved.

2) That the Annual Precept for 2011/12 be set at £75,002.

3) That the Clerk be authorised to invest the Council’s balances in appropriate fixed term accounts.

CO180/10
8. CHISTMAS SHOP WINDOW COMPETITION
The Chair announced the winners of the 2010/11 competition as follows;

1) Winner 
24/7 Private Hire 
£50

2) Second
Roses


£30
3) Third
Keenleysides

£20
RESOLVED 
That the winners are noted and that they are congratulated for their efforts.
CO181/10
9. TRADERS CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
The chair announced that the draw for the Traders Christmas Raffle had been made by the Parish Clerk in the presence of Marcus Chisholm, a member of the public and himself. He suggested that the Council may wish to consider paying for printed tickets and providing the first prize in the future. 

Resolved


That;

1) The carrying out of the Traders Christmas draw be noted

2) The Chair’s suggestion is given further consideration.
CO182/10
10. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
There were no items raised.
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 1 February 2011 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
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