

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1 February 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D Armstrong


I Harbottle
R Major
C Parker
A Pegg
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart
Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 1 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.
An Allotment holder raised a number of issues concerning Cambois allotments. He referred to the blockage of the burn, the disrepair of the perimeter fence and the condition of the walkway next to his allotment. In reply Councillor Stewart explained that the Parish Clerk and he had partially cleared the blockage and that a contractor would be brought on site to resolve the problem permanently. Councillor Stewart also acknowledged the disrepair of the fence and stated that the Council was committed to improving the site. The Parish Clerk referred to the walkways and explained that the Council was looking for suitable material that could be put down.
Councillor Stewart went on to explain the Council’s aspirations referring to the planned Community Garden. 

CO183/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A Douglas &. A Barrett

CO184/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the special meeting held on 18th January are agreed and signed as a correct record subject to the rewording of minute CO175/10 to read “ “NCC had agreed to look for finance for fencing off of the BMX Track”
CO185/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
With reference to the taking over of NCC services, Councillor Armstrong queried whether these should be in good condition. The Chair referred to the Charter that stated that assets should be fit for purpose. The Chair went on to explain that NCC had agreed to meet with all 158 Parish Council’s.
RESOLVED

That the matters arising be noted.  
CO186/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Personal Interests:

Councillors; I Harbottle, A Stewart, C Parker & D Armstrong – Friends of Gallagher Park.  
CO187/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Chair referred to the schedule of correspondence received and invited members for their comments / items requiring further explanation. He referred to a series of correspondence that had been received from NCC in connection with the delivery of services / parish precept.
Councillor Richmond referred to item 192 relating to a letter sent by the SEN local Council’s requesting an early meeting with NCC. He explained that the meeting had taken place and that the Council would not have services forced upon them.

The Clerk referred to item 198 explaining that meetings had taken place with Banks who were keen to offer Community gain regarding projects in the Cambois area and that initial expressions of interest would be submitted shortly.


Resolved


That the schedule of correspondence and actions proposed and taken be noted.
CO188/10
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk explained that a number of meetings had taken place and that details would be provided in the reports by the working groups. He referred to the purchase of a book “Local Government Administration” by Charles Arnold-Baker which was considered as essential reference material. He also stated that he had been busy preparing a projected cash flow forecast and that he would submit investment proposals to the next meeting. 
RESOLVED
That the Clerks report be noted.

CO189/10
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	v71
	Blyth star Enterprises
	2745.98

	V72
	Small Grant – Koast Radio
	250.00

	v73
	BT – Quarterly Rental & Calls (Direct Debit)
	173.01

	V74
	NCC Payroll (Dec)
	1107.93

	v75
	Keenleysides – Lock & Keys (IT Room)
	18.88

	v76
	Clerks Expenses
	41.46

	v77
	Chairs – Travel expenses
	28.00

	V78
	Small Grant – Bedlington station Over 60’s
	350.00

	v79
	24/7 Private Hire
	50.00

	v80
	Roses
	30.00

	V81
	Keenleysides
	20.00

	V82
	Northumbrian water -  Water Rates (Allotments) 
	274.23

	V83
	NCC Payroll (Jan 2011)
	1924.49

	V84
	Bedlington Station Residents Association - Rent
	650.00

	V85
	Clerks Expenses – Windows £15  Book £63.00
	78.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO190/10
8. RECEIPTS
RESOLVED

That bank interest received of £1.65 is noted.

CO191/10
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £85,150.74 up to and including voucher 85 (21st January 2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO192/10
10. BANK RECONCILIATION
Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 December 2010.

RESOLVED
That the Bank Reconciliation be approved.

CO193/01
11. POLICE REPORT

NO Report.
CO194/10
12. SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS & DONATIONS

The Council considered requests for donations from 1) the Great North Air Ambulance; 2) the South East Northumberland Stroke support Club.
RESOLVED

That the requests be deferred until the new financial year. 

CO195/10
13. CAMBOIS LINKS - SHELTERS
The Council considered an under taking to be responsible repairs and maintenance of proposed shelters at Cambois links which was a requirement of Northumberland County Council.
RESOLVED

That the Chair be authorised to sign the form of acceptance on behalf of the Council.
CO196/10
14. BLYTH ESTUARY UPDATE
The Chair, Councillor Alex Wallace, in his capacity as a Harbour Commissioner provided a written report on developments in and around the Blyth Estuary (see attached). 

RESOLVED

That Councillor Wallace’s report be noted.

CO197/10
15. WORKING GROUPS
· Publicity & Communications – No Report.
· Finance - Councillor Richmond updated 
· Environment – Councillor Alyson Wallace advised that a walk about with Blyth Star Enterprises had been arranged for Monday 15th February. It was important that Trevor Violet of NCC should be invited along.

Councillor Stewart reminded the meeting of the two sustainable projects i.e. Cambois Links & the Free Wood. He felt that it was important that the Parish should be working in partnership with major employers / developers to maximise community gain.
· Heritage & Culture – Councillor Harbottle introduced Barry Mead who provided a written update (see attached). He also advised that he was booked for a talk organised by the Northumberland Blind Association at Sleekburn House and enquired if the Parish would like to sponsor the event.
· Schools & Communities – Councillor Parker announced that a meeting had been arranged at Stead lane first school on 7th February and that a similar meeting would be organised with Bedlington Station first School. Barry Mead enquired as to whether the Head of Humanities at Bedlington High School should be contacted in connection with the Iron Works and the consensus was that this should take place

· Allotments – Councillor Stewart referred to the Community Garden project, the possibility of funding from Banks and the grant conditions that needed to be met.

RESOLVED
That;

1) The reports of the working groups are received.

2)  The Council support funding the event organised by the Northumberland Blind Association and that detailed costs should be submitted for approval.
CO198/10
16. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
Barry Mead informed the meeting that he had contacted the County Archivist in connection with the artefacts stored at Cambois First School.
The Chair announced that David Francis of NALC will have completed 25 years of service with the organisation on 17 February 2011. He advised that anyone wishing to contribute to his collection should give their donations to the Parish Clerk.
RESOLVED

That the action be noted.
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 1 March 2011 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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