

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1 March 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


A Douglas


I Harbottle

C Parker

A Pegg

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 13members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

Heather Ashburner advised the meeting that funding for the NCC play rangers would cease in October and that she would be seeking her own funding thereafter. She announced 3 events over the Easter period at Newbiggin Sports Centre, Doctor Pit Park & Hirst Park and also her intent to enter into discussions with the Bedlington Station Resident’s Association regarding starting up a children’s play group on a Saturday or Sunday morning. 
Carol Crossland of North Blyth Resident’s Association inquired regarding the erection of notice boards in the Cambois /North Blyth area as residents wished to be kept informed of the BIO Mass project. The Clerk advised that a specific site had not been identified but that only one notice board was planned and would most likely be place somewhere in Cambois rather than North Blyth. 

CO199/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Barrett, R. Major & D. Armstrong.

CO200/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 1st February be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO201/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart advised that the date set for the Official Opening of the BMX track at Gallagher Park was 12 March 2011.
RESOLVED

That the matters arising be noted.  
CO202/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interests.  
CO203/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Chair referred to the schedule of correspondence received and invited members for their comments / items requiring further explanation. The Clerk referred to item 201 & 202 the former being a letter of thanks for the Council’s small grant donation received from Bedlington Station over 60’s and the later being the annual report of Carer’s Northumberland where the Council had been acknowledged for its donation.

Resolved


That the schedule of correspondence and actions proposed and taken be noted.
CO204/10
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk explained that a number of meetings had taken place and that details would be provided in the reports by the working groups. He referred to the following;

· Terms of reference had been agreed with Wansbeck Centre for Voluntary Service and a questionnaire had been drawn up.
· A grant application for funding towards the Shelter planned for Cambois links had been submitted to the Banks Community fund

· Barry Mead and he had conducted a walk about in the free wood to identify sites for planned development

· Councillor’s Stewart, Wallace and he accompanied by representatives from Blyth Star Enterprises and NCC had conducted a survey of sites for environmental schemes

· Tenders had been returned for the fencing off of allotments at Cambois and that this work would commence soon

· The Council had acquired 4 laptop computers to be used by members to communicate with the Clerk

· Barry Mead and he would be attending a Funders event at Choppington Welfare on 30 March

· The Inside Wansbeck magazine was to be discontinued.

RESOLVED
That the Clerks report be noted.

CO205/10
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	V86
	UK Office Direct (Book case & Stationery)
	102.86

	V87
	NCC Payroll (February)
	1516.26

	V88
	Clerks Expenses (Windows £15; Postage £4.92; Refreshments £12.23
	32.15


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO206/10
8.  FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £83,501.23 up to and including voucher 88 (24th February 2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO207/10
9. BANK RECONCILIATION
Members reviewed the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 January 2011.

RESOLVED
That the Bank Reconciliation be approved.

CO208/10
11. POLICE REPORT

A written report (attached at appendix a) was circulated. There were no matters arising.
RESOLVED

That the report be noted.

CO209/10
12. REVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT
The Clerk explained that the Council is required (at least once a year) Under the Accounts & Audit Regulations 2006 to carry out a review of its system of internal audit. He explained that a review carried out in May 2010 had identified 2 action points;

a) That Terms of Reference for the appointed Internal Auditor be prepared, and 

b) That an Internal Audit Plan be produced

    These documents were presented for the Council’s consideration.
RESOLVED

That the above documents be approved.
CO210/10
13. INTEREST ON BANK BALANCES
The Council considered the proposals of the Finance Working Group regarding investment of balances. 

RESOLVED

A) That £40,000 be invested in 24 month fixed term account,

B) That the Council should maintain a £10,000 working balance with any surplus funds being invested in 6 week, 3 month or 6 month accounts as appropriate

C) That the cash flow forecast is updated regularly and the investment strategy kept under review.    

CO211/10
14. COMMUNITY PLAN
THE Council considered the proposals of the Finance Working Group for a free prize draw for those parishioners who completed the Council’s survey. 

RESOLVED

That the Council approves a free cash draw with the following prizes being offered to those completing the survey;
1st prize £200

2nd prize £100

3rd prize £50

CO212/10
15. WORKING GROUPS
· Publicity & Communications – There was no report due to the ill health of Councillor Armstrong, however, the discontinuance of the Inside Wansbeck Magazine was noted as well as the need to progress notice boards.
· Finance - Councillor Richmond referred to the Investment strategy. He advised that the Council needed a reasonable amount of reserves due to the uncertainty surrounding the devolvement of local services and also needed working balances. The Clerk advised that interest of approximately £1000 could be earned.

· Environment – Councillor Allan Stewart gave a report. He advised that funding for the Cambois links project had been secured from County Councillor Jeff Gobin and that it was hoped that funding would also be forthcoming from the Banks Community Fund application. He also announced plans for bulb planting in the autumn, however, this would be subject to the generous support of Councillors Jeff Gobin and Val Tyler. Councillor Stewart explained that it had been necessary to rationalise the existing floral displays to summer planting only in order to allow expansion into other areas of the Parish. He advised that the Parish was working closely with NCC to make maximum use of resources.
· Heritage & Culture – Barry Mead provided a written report (attached at appendix B).He explained that his current priority was the Free Wood project. He circulated sketches of proposed Art Work (Gateway feature) and provided feedback from initial discussions with the SITA Trust. Of significance was the fact that any grant submission would have to come from the land owner (NCC). He referred to a meeting that he and Councillor Parker had attended at Stead Lane first school and to the Cambois School Fair which was to be held on 19 July 2011. The Chair explained that some confusion had arisen with this event and the East Bedlington Fun Day which had also been staged at Cambois the previous year. For clarification he advised that these were two separate events and that both would be going ahead during 2011. Following brief discussion with Heather Ashburner (NCC Play Ranger) it was agreed that the date for the EB Fun Day would be Wednesday 4th August which was National Play day.   
· Schools & Communities – Councillor Parker referred to a meeting that had taken place at Stead lane 1st school with the newly formed Parents and Friends Group and he announced their plans to hold a school fair on 21st May 2011.

He referred to the Cambois School Fair day which was on 19th July  2011 and also to a planned meeting with Bedlington Station 1st School that was to take place on 14th March. It was brought to the attention of the meeting that the school would be celebrating its centenary in 2012 and that this was something that the Parish may wish to get involved with. The Chair referred to the flower beds adjacent to Ravensworth Terrace and suggested that these might be used for a floral tribute. 

· Allotments – Councillor Stewart referred to the Community Garden project advising that it may not be possible to attract funding from the Banks Community Fund due to the access criteria that would have to be met; however, plans for the school allotment would go ahead.
RESOLVED
That the reports of the working groups be received.

CO212/10
16. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
None.

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 5 April 2011 at 6.00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.25pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
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