

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 5th April 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
A Douglas

A Pegg

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
CO213/10
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Barrett, R. Major &. 
I Harbottle, C Parker, Allan Stewart

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO214/10
MOTION TO VARY THE ORDER OF BUSINESS

In accordance with standing order 23(d) the Chair moved to vary the order of business whereby agenda item 13 [Update on the RES Bio Mass Planning Application] would be taken as the first item of business, this to be followed by the Open Session, agenda item 9 [Police Report] and then agenda item 11 [CCTV Camera] in order that the Officers present could return to their duties.

RESOLVED
The motion was carried unanimously.
CO215/10
 UPDATE ON res LTD bIO MASS pLANNING aPPLICATION  
The Chair referred to concerns that had been raised at East Bedlington Community Forum which had prompted him to contact RES Ltd with a series of questions on behalf of the Council. He read from a response from Neil Bond of RES Ltd in order to allay any fears and misconceptions’. A full written response is provided as an annex to these minutes.
RESOLVED

That the Chair’s update be received.

The Chair adjourned the meeting.

OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

Carol Crosland of North Blyth Resident’s Association raised concerns about the proposed BIO Mass plant. Whilst, taking cognisance of the reply received from RES she stated that there would nevertheless, be emissions and referred to some houses being as close as 100 meters from the proposed site. The Chair gave assurance that the Parish would make comment that reflected the public’s views at the appropriate time during the consultation process. Councillor Douglas advised that any objections needed to be based on material planning considerations  

Heather Ashburner announced that a play group was starting at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association. This would initially be for a four week trial period. 
The Chair re-opened the Meeting.

CO216/10
9. POLICE REPORT

PC Steve McIntosh provided a comprehensive update on Police activity over the previous month together with crime statistics for the area. The full police report is attached as an annex to the minutes.
Resolved

That the police report be received.
CO217/10
11.  CCTV Camera – Clayton Corner – Cost £200.
The Council considered a request from Northumbria Police for the Parish to meet the cost for installing CCTV on the Clayton corner.

Resolved

That the installation of a CCTV camera at a cost of £200 be approved.
CO218/10
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2011 be agreed and signed as a correct record subject to the amendment of the number of attendees to 3 and not 13.
CO219/10
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising.  
CO220/10
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillor Richmond declared a personal interest in agenda item 10.2 [Bedlington Terriers Quoits Club] he being a member of that club.  
CO221/10
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Chair referred to the schedule of correspondence received and invited members for their comments / items requiring further explanation. In response to a question from Councillor Pegg the Chair advised that the Council would not be represented at either of the two National Association of Councillor’s events.

Resolved


That the schedule of correspondence and actions proposed and taken be noted.
CO222/10
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events that had taken place since the previous meeting. He referred to the following;

· Allotments – The 2011/12 bills had been issued; Northumberland County Council were to supply road shavings free of charge and the area identified for the Cambois first school garden had been fenced off.  

· Notice boards were on order and would cost in the region of £470 each.
· The Grant application to Banks in connection with Cambois links had been submitted.

· Barry Mead and the Clerk had attended a meeting of funders at Choppington Welfare

· The environmental contracts for summer plants / hanging baskets had been let

· A list of artefact in store at Woodhorn museum had been circulated to Parishes in the former Wansbeck area in order that they may identify and take possession on those relevant to each parish.

· The Final Accounts had been drafted and year end balances were £75,280 [subject to audit].
RESOLVED
That the Clerks report be noted.

CO223/10
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	v89
	24/7 IT Solutions – 4 laptops & 2 Chairs , Microsoft office
	2810.40

	V90
	Chair’s Travel expenses
	33.95

	v91
	BT - Broadband
	54.00

	v92
	NCC Payroll (March)
	1516.26

	V93
	Barry Mead - Consultancy
	1,010.00

	V94
	W & P O’Donnell – Allotments Fencing 
	2,832.00

	V95
	Clerks Expenses (windows £15; Postage £0.96; Refreshments £3.44, £8.25
	27.65

	V96
	BT - Calls
	192.33


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO224/10
8.  FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £75,026.29 up to and including voucher 96 (28th March 2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO225/10
10. SMALL GRANTS AND DONATIONS
RESOLVED
(1)That the following grants be approved.
10.1 Ultra Radio - £250

10.2 Bedlington Terriers FC – Quoits Club - £250

10.3 Great North Air Ambulance - £50

10.4 Age Concern – Northumberland - £25 

(2) That the application from Credit Union – South East Northumberland be declined and that the Clerk should write notifying them of the Council’s decision.
CO226/10
12. EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY FORUM
     The Council considered the case for providing financial support to the East Bedlington Community Forum in order that it could continue to function following the withdrawal of funds by Northumberland County Council.
RESOLVED

That the Council agrees in principle to future funding subject to officials attending Parish Council meetings.
CO227/10
14. COAST & LOWLANDS LEADER AGM.
The Council considered whether to approve the attendance of the Chair & Councillor Alyson Wallace at the above event as an official duty.   

RESOLVED

That attendance is approved as an official duty.
CO228/10
15. WORKING GROUPS
· Publicity & Communications – The Chair announced that he had provided an article to the CVS that would appear in their next newsletter. He referred to loss of Ian Leech [Inside Wansbeck Magazine] and the need for a working group to produce periodic newsletters.
· Heritage & Culture – Barry Mead advised members of the outcome of the Funders Day event that had been held Choppington Welfare. He reported that a positive response had been received to the Free Wood project from all three funders i.e. Big Lottery; Sita Trust and the Heritage Lottery. Whilst there were no guarantees he was optimistic about receiving funding. Further to that meeting discussions had taken place with NCC regarding eligibility for funding and also with Carl McLean at North Tyneside Council who had recently installed an outdoor Gym similar to that proposed for the Free Wood project. Barry suggested that a visit would be beneficial at some stage during the project. A full written report is attached as an annex to the minutes.

· There were no other reports.  
RESOLVED
That the reports of the working groups be received.

CO229/10
16. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
None.

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be the Annual Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 3 MAY 2011 at 5.30pm which would be followed by a Parish Council Meeting at 6.00pm. Both meetings taking place at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.20pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
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