

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 3rd May 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
A Douglas

A Pegg

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
Colin Parker

I Harbottle

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 1 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained the purpose of the open session before inviting questions which would be limited to 3 minutes each for a maximum duration of 15 minutes.

There were no issues raised.

CO 09/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Barrett, R. Major & Allan Stewart.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO 10/11 2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 5th April 2011 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO 11/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
It was noted;

· That there had been no further developments regarding the CCTV camera installation on the Clayton corner.
· That NCC is handling all aspects of the installation of notice boards and that the Clerk was unaware of any further progress.

· That the Council’s grant application in relation to a shelter to be erected on Cambois links had been looked upon favourably by Banks and that a grant offer was awaited from ENTRUST.

· That summer plants were to be supplied by Bob Oliver and NCC (who would also carry out watering). Blyth Star Enterprises would be supplying tubs and Birch Landscapes were carrying out some minor works (including Khan’s corner). The clerk reported that savings of almost £3,000 had been achieved.
· A number of artefacts, formerly in the Town Hall at Ashington and temporarily stored at Woodhorn museum had been distributed to the relevant parishes. The Clerk referred to various items that had been returned to East Bedlington including Shalksmule exchange gifts, the rose bowl that had been presented to East Sleekburn for England in Bloom, the silver cup and crystal jug presented to Wansbeck to commemorate Blyth Harbour Commission’s centenary and the prestigious award that had been received by Councillor Jim Graham on behalf of Wansbeck from the Council of Europe.

· Councillor Parker (who had not been present at the previous meeting) expressed his disappointment that the request for financial assistance from the credit union had been declined. It was explained that the reason had been that the financial assistance was to pay for staff and would not be of direct benefit to residents. 

 Resolved

That the matters arising be noted.

CO 12/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interests.
CO 13/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Chair referred to the schedule of correspondence received and invited members for their comments / items requiring further explanation. It was noted that 2 of the items appeared later on the agenda and that others would be dealt with in the Clerks report.

Resolved


That the schedule of correspondence and actions proposed and taken be noted.
CO 14/11
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events that had taken place since the previous meeting. He referred to the following;

· The Final Accounts were complete and there was a balance of £75,302.
· The Accounts would be audited on the 12/13 May.
· A credit note of £468.00 +vat had been received from Blyth Star Enterprises in connection with winter watering that had not taken place.
· The Council’s insurance renewal cost was £446 compared to £682 the previous year.

· Pilot IT courses would be starting on Thursday 5 May

· Work was underway on the Annual Report.

RESOLVED
That the Clerks report be noted.

CO 15/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount

£

	v001
	Small grant – Ultra Radio 
	250.00

	V002
	Small Grant – Bedlington Terriers Quoits Club
	250.00

	v003
	Donation – Great North Air Ambulance
	50.00

	v004
	Donation – Age Concern (Northumberland)
	25.00

	V005
	Community Consultation Ltd - Insurance
	446.29

	V006
	W & P O’Donnell -  Allotments work (inc Vat)
	960.00

	V007
	Information Commissioner – Registration 
	35.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO 16/11
8. RECEIPTS

RESOLVED

That the receipt of Allotment rent of £962.00 and half year precept of £37,501.00 be noted.

CO 17/11. 
9 FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £111,685.02 up to and including voucher 07 (27th April 2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO 18/11
10. POLICE REPORT

There was no police report.

CO 19/11
11. SMALL GRANTS AND DONATIONS
RESOLVED
(1)That the following grants be approved.
11.1 Bedlington Station Little Stars - £250

CO 20/11
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION
     12.1 Invitation to attend Blyth Harbour Commission Annual Meeting – Tuesday 3 May 5.00pm.

12.2 Invitation to attend launch of Koast Radio at Longhirst Hall – Thursday 19th May 2011 at 7.00pm. 
RESOLVED

(1) To note that the Council could not be represented at Blyth Harbour Commissions Annual Meeting due to a clash of dates with the Council’s Annual Meeting.

(2) That the Chair and Vice & their respective partners should attend the launch of Koast Radio at Longhirst Hall.
CO 21/11
15. WORKING GROUPS
· Publicity & Communications – The Chair referred to the need to produce the Council’s own newsletters following the loss of the “Inside Wansbeck” magazine. He referred to the Annual Report that was to be produce in newsletter format and he suggested that a working group should be formed to produce a similar document on a bi-annual basis. 
· The Chair announced that due to other commitments, Councillor Irene Harbottle would be stepping down as Heritage & Culture champion although she would remain on the working group. It was agreed that Councillor Alyson Wallace would move from Environment champion to Heritage & Culture champion and that her place would be filled by Councillor A Stewart who would also retain responsibility for allotments. 

· Environment – Nothing to report.
· Allotments – No report in the absence of Councillor Stewart.

· Heritage & Culture – Barry Mead provided an update on the Free Wood project. He advised that up to £30,000 had been pledged by County Councillors Jeff Gobin & Val Tyler and that the submission to the Sita Trust had a deadline of 25 July 2011.Due to the positive response of funders he felt there may be potential to apply for an outside gym on Cambois links and requested a meeting to discuss this further in addition to organising a visit to North Tyneside Council who had recently installed their own outdoor Gym.
· Schools & Communities – Councillor Parker provided details of meetings arranged with the first schools and announced that he would be representing the parish at Stead Lane Fair day on Saturday 21 May.
RESOLVED
That;
(1) The reports of the working groups are received.
(2) A publicity & communications working group be established.

(3) Councillor Alyson Wallace to become Heritage & Culture champion and that Councillor Allan Stewart become Environment champion.

(4) A meeting of the Heritage & Culture working group is convened on Tuesday 10 May at BSRA at 2pm.

CO 22/11
16. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
None.

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be a Special Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 24 May 2011 at 5.30pm which would be followed by the Annual Assembly (Annual Parish Meeting) at 6.00pm. Both meetings taking place at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.45pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
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