

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Special Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th May 2011 at 5.30 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace

Colin Parker

I Harbottle

A Stewart


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 26 members of the public were in attendance.
CO 23/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Barrett, R. Major & A Douglas.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO 24/11 
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Annual Meeting and the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd May 2011 be agreed and signed as a correct record.
CO 25/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
It was noted that;
· A CCTV camera had now been installed on the Clayton corner.
· There had been no further progress in relation to the installation of notice boards.
· The Council’s grant application in relation to a shelter to be erected on Cambois links had been looked upon favourably by Banks and a grant offer had now been received. It was also noted that an official opening would take place on Saturday 28 May 2011 at 11.30 am and that refreshments would be provided which would be funded from the Civic Expenses budget.

·  The Chair had attended the launch of Koast Radio and that East Bedlington’s small grant donation would be recognised in 3 separate publications. An open day at Longhirst Hall was also to take place.

· Councillor Parker and Barry Mead had attended the Stead Lane First School Fair which had been a great success 
 Resolved

That the matters arising be noted.

CO 26/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interests.
CO 27/11
5. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2010/11 
The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts explaining that they had been prepared on an accruals basis. He stated that fixed assets did not appear on the balance sheet as these were charged direct to revenue but were accounted for on the Audit Commissions Annual Return. He also referred to the Notes to the Accounts which provided detail about significant items appearing in the Income & Expenditure Account and the Balance Sheet.

Resolved

That the Accounts be approved.
CO 28/11
6. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
The Clerk referred to the Annual Internal Audit that had taken place on 12 & 13 May 2011. He stated that some relatively minor matters had been discussed with the Auditor however the main issue raised concerned compliance with the Councils Financial Regulations.
There had been two occasions where the Council had not obtained competitive quotations and whilst he was satisfied with the reasons provided for not doing so he nevertheless stated that these had not been properly reported and minuted.

RESOLVED
That the Internal Audit Report is received and that the matters referred to are noted.

CO 29/11
7. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
The Clerk explained that the Council was required to provide certain assurances regarding its systems, procedures and controls as part of the external audit process. Before the meeting was the relevant completed section of the Audit Commission return which provides these assurances.

RESOLVED
That the Annual Governance Statement be approved. 

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be the Annual Assembly (Annual Parish Meeting) which followed immediately at 6.00pm and the next Parish Council Meeting would take place on Tuesday 7th June 2011 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association at 6.00 pm.

Meeting Closed 6.00 pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
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