

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 7th June 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
A Douglas

I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 1 member of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

There were no questions. However, the Parish Clerk brought to the attention of the meeting the views of one parishioner in relation to the requested sponsorship for the Blyth Renewables Festival.    

CO40/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Barrett, R. Major & A. Pegg

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO41/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 24 May be signed as a correct record .
CO42/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
In response to issues raised the Clerk advised that;

(1) Two of the three Parish Plan prize winners had confirmed that they would be attending the next meeting to receive their cheques.

(2) Stead Lane School had not yet received their funding as they needed to submit a schedule of costs incurred.

RESOLVED   
That the matters arising be noted.
CO43/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interests.
CO44/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Chair referred to the schedule of correspondence received and invited members for their comments / items requiring further explanation. There were no issues raised. 

Resolved


That the schedule of correspondence and actions proposed and taken be noted.
CO45/11
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events that had taken place since the previous meeting. He referred to the following;

· A meeting with NCC that was to take place within the next few days to arrange for summer planting and commencement of watering. It was envisaged that the hanging baskets would go up in the third week of June.
· VAT for 2011/12 had been recovered in the sum of £4456.40.

· The Council had invested £70,000 as follows;

· £40,000 for 24 months @2.8%

· £20,000 for 3 months @.85%

· £10,000 for 6 weeks @.51%

· Notice boards had now been delivered and would be erected within two weeks.
· The Clerk was in the process of gathering the documentation and evidence in order to obtain release of grant funding from Banks.
· Two 8’ x 3’ Banners had been purchased to promote the Council at events
· The IT pilot scheme was ongoing

RESOLVED
That the Clerks report be noted.

CO46/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v08
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois Allotments
	36.04

	V09
	Alex Wallace – Chair’s Travel Exp
	29.25

	v10
	NCC – Payroll (April)
	1509.87

	v11
	Mr J Ainsworth – Internal Audit Fee
	250.00

	V12
	W & P O’Donnell – works at Cambois Allotments
	1221.60

	V13
	RPS (The Trustees of Sleekburn Estate) – Allotment lease
	60.00

	V14
	R Thornton (Window cleaner £30, postage £20.86, stationary £3.20 inc vat)
	54.06

	V15
	Bedlington Station Residents Association
	650.00

	V16
	Bedlington Station Little Stars – Small Grant
	250.00

	V17
	Birch Landscapes – Khan’s corner (inc Vat)
	420.00

	v18
	Clear Channel Uk Ltd – Repair to Shelter (inc VAT)
	167.04

	V19
	Northumberland Association of Local Councils - Subscriptions
	551.67

	V20
	HFE Signs – 2 Banners (inc Vat)
	108.00

	V21
	NCC – Payroll- May
	1509.87

	V22
	NCC – Installation of CCTV Camera
	200.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO47/11
8.  RECEIPTS

RESOLVED.

That the receipt of allotment rents of £911.81 and bank interest of £1.81 be noted.

FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £107,219.59 up to and including voucher 22 (25th May 2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO48/11
10. POLICE REPORT

A written police report provided by PC Steve McIntosh was circulated to all present. It was noted that there had been a number of drug arrests during the month and that there had been a reduced number of youths congregating on the Clayton corner since the installation of the CCTV camera. There may be opportunities to work with Bedlington Town Council to link a camera to their system.
RESOLVED

That the police report be noted.

CO49/11 
11. REMOVAL OF PAY PHONES

Members debated the removal of 2 pay phones from Waterfield Road and The Oval. Whilst regretting the removal of these public assets they accepted that they were no longer economically viable.
RESOLVED

That the removal of the pay phones be noted.
C050/11
12. SMALL GRANTS AND DONATIONS
Members considered an application from the Wansbeck Shalkmuhle Society. The Council acknowledged the good work carried out by this group in the past and the Chair referred to an award from the Council of Europe that had been presented to the former district authority for its support to such initiatives.
RESOLVED
That a grant of £200 be approved.
CO51/11
13. BLYTH RENEWABLES FESTIVAL

Members considered the following motion – “That East Bedlington Parish Council makes a financial contribution of £1,000 towards the proposed Renewable Fair to be held on the River Blyth, June 18 – 19th”; in order to show the Parish’s commitment to the community bordering the north side of the river and to the promotion of new job opportunities on and around the Blyth Estuary".
RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously. 

CO52/11
14. EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY FORUM REQUEST FOR FUNDING OF £1750
     The Council considered the case for providing financial support to the East Bedlington Community Forum in order that it could engage the services of Wansbeck CVS to carry out its secretarial requirements. Whilst, acknowledging the value of the forum it was not the Council’s policy to fund administrative support. It was also felt that this money could be better spent by using the CVS to steer the Community working groups that were being established to inform the Parish plan.
RESOLVED

That the request for funding be denied but that the Community Forum be reminded that small grants were available which could help with consumable costs such as the purchase of a printer, ink cartridges, postage etc.
CO53/11
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION
(15.1) NCC free planning training

(15.2) National Association of Councillors – Working in Partnership Conference – Lytham St   Annes 1st - 3rd July – Cost £300.00 + Accommodation. 
RESOLVED

That anyone wishing to attend these events should contact the Parish Clerk.
CO54/11
16. Allgood terrace allotments – part funding of water rates.

The Council considered whether it should honour an agreement made between the former Wansbeck District Council and Allgood Terrace Allotment Association whereby it would part fund water rates in the first two years of its existence. It was noted that this would be a one off payment as the Association was now in its third year.
RESOLVED

That the Council honours the agreement made by Wansbeck District Council and a 25% contribution of £211.84 be approved.
CO55/11
17. TRANSFER OF SERVICES FROM NCC TO EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL.
The Parish Clerk presented a report outlining Northumberland County Council’s position in relation to the future delivery of services, the implications for the Parish and the Council Tax Payer.
It was noted that services costing in the region of £28,000 could be charged by way of special expense for 2012/13 unless these services were taken over by the Parish Council.
Councillor Stewart referred to the public convenience at Bedlington Station (cost £7350) and argued that this facility should be classed as strategic (in the sense that it was there for use by 900 school children attending Bedlington High School) and should therefore funded by the County Council.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report be noted.

(2) That a task & finish working group be set up with a remit of examining each service area in detail, identifying potential savings / service improvements and making final recommendations to the Council prior to setting the 2012/13 budget.

(3) That the case be put to NCC that the public convenience at Bedlington Station be classed as strategic.
CO56/11
18. WORKING GROUPS
· Allotments – Councillor Stewart provided an update and stated that a meeting with Cambois School would take place shortly to discuss hand over of an allotment. He referred to 3 new allotments that were available and also others that would be repossessed in the near future. There were currently 11 people on the waiting list. The Clerk provided financial details and informed the meeting that 9 Allotment holders had not yet paid their rent and was in breach of their allotment agreements.
· Heritage & Culture – Councillor Alyson Wallace gave a brief update on the Free Wood project. She advised that a meeting had taken place with Ground Work North East and that costs were much higher than expected for landscape architects, searches and site supervision and that alternative providers may have to be looked at.
· Schools and Communities – Councillor Parker provided details of meetings that were arranged with the first schools and he referred to Cambois School Fair which was to take place on 19 July 2011, 2 – 6pm. 
RESOLVED
That the reports of the working groups be received.

CO57/11
19. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
Councillor Stewart referred to St John’s Church roof restoration appeal and suggested that the Council may wish to get involved in some way in the future. Councillor Richmond referred a book initiative at the church. Councillor Alyson Wallace referred to the ongoing problem with travellers on Cambois links and County Councillor J Gobin informed the meeting that Ian lavery MP would be writing a letter to NCC to establish their policy in this regard.
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 5 July 2011 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.


Meeting Closed 7.50pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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