

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 5th July 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Allan Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 6 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

There were no questions.     

CO58/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Douglas, R. Major & A. Pegg

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO59/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 7th June 2011 be signed as a correct record.
CO60/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart referred to the Blyth Renewables fair that Councillor Parker and he had attended and he thanked the Port of Blyth & RES Ltd for their hospitality. The Chair referred to the Public toilets at Bedlington Station and suggested that representations should be made to NCC that these should be classed as strategic due to their usage by school children who travelled from outside the area. It was agreed that letters of support should be sought from neighbouring parishes. Councillor Armstrong referred to the ST John’s Church roof restoration and announced that a book fair was to take place at the coming weekend. 
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
(ii) That letters of support be sought from neighbouring authorities.

CO61/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interests.
CO62/11
5. PARISH PLAN

The Chair gave a brief overview of the Parish Plan process before presenting cheques to the free prize draw winners.

CO63/11
6. NOTICE OF CASUAL VACANCY

The Clerk announced the resignation of Councillor A Barrett and explained the process for filling the vacancy. He advised that if an election was necessary then this would be at a cost of up to £5,000. Councillor Stewart stated that a nomination could be forthcoming from the Labour party and it was agreed that the Chair contact Councillor Arthur Pegg for his nomination. 
RESOLVED.

That the notice of vacancy is displayed in the window of the Parish Council Office at the earliest convenience and that the monitoring officer is notified accordingly.
CO64/11
7. CORRESPONDANCE
The Chair referred to the schedule of correspondence received and invited members for their comments / items requiring further explanation. There were no issues raised. 

Resolved


That the schedule of correspondence and actions proposed and taken be noted.

CO65/11
8. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events that had taken place since the previous meeting. He referred to the following;

· Flower baskets, tubs and planters were complete and bulbs for next spring were on order.
· External Auditors report had been received and an unqualified opinion had been given
· Final demands for Allotment rents had been issued
· First draft of the Parish Plan had been received from WCVS.
RESOLVED
That the Clerks report be noted.

CO66/11
9. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v23
	W & P O’Donnell
	1516.80

	Direct Debit
	BT
	77.20

	V24
	Blyth Harbour Commission
	1200.00

	v25
	R Thornton Clerks Expenses
	88.81

	v26
	Wansbeck Shalksmuhle Society
	200.00

	V27
	Allgood Terrace allotment Association
	211.84

	V28
	Community Consultation ltd
	26.54

	V29
	The Banks group
	550.00

	V30
	Councillor Alex Wallace – Chairs travel expenses
	63.20

	V31
	National Union of mineworkers - Wreath
	25.00

	V32
	Blyth Star Enterprises
	1898.10

	v33
	Stead Lane first School
	1200.00

	v34
	UK Office Direct
	106.35

	V35
	NCC Monthly payroll (June)
	1509.87

	
	
	


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO67/11
10.  RECEIPTS

RESOLVED.

That the receipt of allotment rents of £109.00 and VAT recovery of £4,556.40 be noted.

CO68/11
11FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £101,557.44 up to and including voucher 35 (23rd June 2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO69/11
12. PARISH PLAN UPDATE

The Chair provided an initial response to the results of the survey conducted by the WCVS.

RESOLVED.

That the Chairs report be noted.

CO70/11
13.POLICE REPORT

There was no police report.
CO71/11 
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
(14.1) National Association of Councillors – Certificate of Councillors – Sunderland University - £1600.00. 
(14.2)  NCC Review of polling districts and places.

(14.3)  Trinity Youth Association – request for funding of outreach worker - £3,563.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Council declines the training opportunity at Sunderland University due to the cost involved.
(2) That the Council’s position of “no change” is noted and that no further representations are made.

(3) That the request for funding by Trinity Youth Association be declined as alternative arrangements were to be put in place. 
CO72/11
16. COMMUNITIES & COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT.

The Council considered the following motion;

“That the council engages the services of Jenny Tindale on an annual renewable contract for 50 days a year at a cost of £5,000 to assist the Council with the Parish Plan and community engagement”    
RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.
CO73/11
17. WORKING GROUPS
· Allotments/Environment – Councillor Stewart provided an update and announced that a decision regarding the allotment that had been earmarked for Cambois School would be made within a few days. Other vacant plots would then be let.
· Heritage & Culture – Councillor Alyson Wallace requested Barry Mead to provide an update on the Free Wood project. He reported that the SITA Trust had insisted that NCC as land owner must be the applicant. He explained that NCC were prepared to act on the Council’s behalf but required a letter from the Parish requesting this and acknowledging responsibility for ongoing maintenance. Barry reported that he was in the process of obtaining three quotes for each element of the works and that the application was 70-80% complete.   
· Schools and Communities – Councillor Parker provided details of meetings that were arranged with the schools, he reminded the meeting of Cambois School Fair which was to take place on 19 July 2011, 2 – 6pm. He announced that vouchers would be presented to the school children that had participated in the school garden design competition
RESOLVED
That the reports of the working groups be received.

CO74/11
19. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
The Chair announced the withdrawal of the last remaining bus service from Cambois that would be effective from 11 August 2011 and he suggested that the Council needed to consider how it should respond. He also referred to a newspaper article that confirmed that there would be no car parking charges introduced to South East Northumberland. He stated that there was a certain amount of resentment from some members of the public who lived in areas that were affected but pointed out that charges were not in place in other areas such as Amble and Walkworth. Finally, he referred to an agenda item “In and around the River Blyth Estuary” and stated that there were a number of ongoing developments which he would report to the next Parish Council Meeting. 
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 6th September 2011 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.


Meeting Closed 7.45pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
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