

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6th September 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
R Major

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 9 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

There were no questions.     

CO75/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors A. Douglas, & A. Pegg

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO76/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th July 2011 be signed as a correct record.
CO77/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The Chair referred to minute CO60/11 in connection with the transfer of services from NCC and the strategic importance of the public convenience at Bedlington Station. He reminded the meeting that this was the only public convenience in East Bedlington and was used by school children travelling into the area to attend Bedlington High School. It was also noted that this was the only PC on the new Sustrans route. Councillor Stewart added that it linked in with NCC’s strategic transport priorities i.e. to reopen the railway station. 

Referring to minute CO74/11 the Chair then provided an update on the bus service running from Cambois and North Blyth.   
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
(ii) That the points raised in connection with the strategic importance of the public convenience be referred to when putting the Council’s case to NCC.
CO78/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
With reference to agenda item 19(v) Councillor Stewart declared an interest as a member of the Friends of Gallagher Park. He reminded Councillors Armstrong, Harbottle and Parker that they too were still members of the FOGP and all later abstained from voting on this item.   
CO79/11
The Chair then moved to vary the order of business to allow PC Steve Mcintosh to give his Police Report and return to his duties.
RESOLVED

The motion was agreed unanimously.
CO80/11
13. POLICE REPORT
PC Steve Mcintosh provided a comprehensive report on the crime statistics for July and August. There had been 35 recorded crimes in July of which 14 had been detected and 22 recorded crimes in August of which 8 had been detected. Theft of scrap metal had continued to be a problem and he referred to the detection of a Cannabis farm in North Blyth and theft of cash from an elderly person in the Cambois area. PC McIntosh continued by giving advice on how to deal with “Cold Callers”.

An alarming statistic was that there had been 3 recorded rapes in the period, however, these related to crimes that had previously been committed. PC McIntosh referred to a stabbing that had taken place in the Stakeford area and to he himself having been attacked with an axe.

Councillor Armstrong inquired as to progress regarding a missing person; however, PC McIntosh was unaware of this. A member of the public commented that he believed the person in question had been found.

Councillor Parker inquired about reductions in Policing due to the London riots and PC McIntosh quantified the impact on police numbers. Councillor Richmond commented on how a similar situation might occur during the 2012 Summer Olympics.     

RESOLVED.

That the Police report be noted.
CO81/11
5. CASUAL VACANCY
The Parish Clerk explained the process for filling the casual vacancy that had occurred through the resignation of Councillor Anthony Barrett. He advised that an election had not been forced and that the Council was now in a co-option situation. The Chair then invited nominations from members present and Mr Joe Dobie was nominated by Councillor Colin Parker and seconded by Councillor Allan Stewart. The Chair asked for any other nominations and none were received. Mr Dobie was elected unanimously with neither objections nor abstentions.

Resolved


That Mr Dobie is co-opted to serve on the Council.
CO82/11
6. CORRESPONDENCE
The Chair referred to a forthcoming meeting of NCC & Town & Parish Councils and he advised that the public could attend but not participate and that the agenda would be set by the Parishes. He suggested that this may be a good opportunity to raise the issue of illegal travellers parking on Cambois Links. It was agreed that the Chair would seek for this to be added to the agenda on behalf of the Parish. The Chair also referred to the local transport plan and advised that East Bedlington’s priorities were as follows;

1) A foot bridge connecting Cambois/Blyth

2) Widening of the Barrington Road

3) A 30 mph warning sign (near Welwyn Electric) on the approach to Bedlington Station  
RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed be noted.
(ii) That the problem of illegal travellers be placed on the agenda of the joint NCC/ Parish/Town Council meeting to be held on 12 October.

CO83/11
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk advised that there had been number events since the last meeting but that these would be covered in detail under other agenda items. However, he advised that the long awaited notice boards were now in situ.

RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO84/11
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V36
	H Oliver (Hanging Baskets & Summer bedding)
	796.00

	v37
	Kellie-Jo Huntley – First Prize Parish Plan Draw
	200.00

	v38
	John Smith – 2nd Prize
	100.00

	v39
	D W Day – 3rd Prize
	50.00

	v40
	Community Consultation Ltd – Insurance (Beach Shelter)
	275.56

	V41 
	Cambois First School
	1200.00

	v42
	BT – Mobile Broadband
	30.64

	v43
	B Mead – (Vouchers for Cambois First School)
	105.00

	V44
	R Thornton – Clerks Expenses
	70.12

	V45
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois Allotments
	219.73

	v46
	Northumberland County Council – Payroll July
	1509.87

	v47
	Birch Landscapes
	1296.00

	v48
	Wansbeck CVS – IT Pilot scheme
	1064.00

	v49
	Wansbeck CVS – Parish Plan
	3890.00

	v50
	Azure Charitable Enterprises – printing annual reports
	88.00

	v51
	J A Tindale - Consultancy
	405.65

	v 52
	B Mead  - national Play Day
	207.90

	v53
	Falon Name Plates – Cambois Beach Shelter
	174.00

	V54
	B Mead - Consultancy
	2540.80

	v55
	R Thornton – Clerks Expenses
	72.04

	v56
	A Wallace – Chair’s expenses
	42.40

	V57
	Mini Pony Hire
	150.00

	V58
	BDO LLP – Audit Fee
	480.00

	V59
	Northumberland County Council – Payroll August
	1509.87

	V60
	Polybags Ltd
	60.92

	V61
	24/7 Private Hire – (visit to Bio Mass Plant)
	30.00

	V62
	Bedlington station resident’s Association
	650.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO85/11
10.  RECEIPTS

RESOLVED.

That the receipt of allotment rents of £366.00, Bank interest of £4.82 and reimbursement of grant contribution of £550.00 be noted.

CO86/11
11FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £85,036.08 up to and including voucher 62 (31/8/2011).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO87/11
12. PARISH PLAN UPDATE

A member of the Parish Plan Steering Group, Mr Brian Buskin, provided feedback from a recent visit to Lockerbie Bio Mass plant. In general the feed back was positive with no noticeable dust or noise pollution coming from the plant. It was however, noted that there was a large volume of wagons leading the bio-mass to the plant and this could be a major concern for Cambois given that the planned development was much larger than that at Lockerbie. It was also noted that there was no residential housing in the immediate vicinity unlike the situation that would exist in North Blyth. The Chair thanked Mr Buskin for his report. 
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO88/11
14.CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chair referred to funding of NALC (Northumberland Association of Local Council’s) which was party funded from annual subscriptions from Parish & Town Council and partly through a contribution from CAN (Community Action Northumberland). He explained that Northumberland County Council had cut funding for CAN which had a knock on effect for NALC. As a result NALC would only be able to assist with transfer of services and other assistance would have to cease. As a result the Parish may be expected to pay increased subscriptions in future to meet any shortfall in funding.   
The Chair announced that a Shalksmuhle Society visit was to take place on Monday 31 October at Choppington Welfare and that an invitation had been received for 2 guests from the Parish to attend. He also announced that the Parish had received an invitation for 2 guests to attend an event hosted by Bernicia on Friday 23rd September.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Chair’s report be noted.

(2) That the Vice Chair and his partner represent the Council at the above events.

CO89/11 
15. BLYTH ESTUARY UPDATE
The Chair provided the following information;
· The planning application for the Banks development on the former Vald Birn site was expected to be determined in October.

· Banks were currently in negotiation with Network Rail to increase the tonnage of coal transported by rail freight to the Port of Blyth. Should Alcan power station convert to Bio Mass this would mean a further increase
· Plans are in place to build a £3.5m warehouse at the Port of Blyth for storage of Bio Mass should Alcan power station convert. Rio Tinto [Alcan Owners] has been in dialogue with the Port of Blyth regarding the sale of Alcan power station as have the potential new owners.

· RES is expected to submit its application for its proposed Bio Mass power station at Battle Ship Wharf towards the end of this year

RESOLVED 

That the Chairs report on developments on the Blyth estuary be noted.

     
CO90/11
16. TRANSFER OF SERVICES UPDATE.
The Council considered a report that had been drafted by the Communities & Communications consultant. The report outlined those services that NCC proposed to transfer to the Parish in 2012 and considered these in conjunction with the aspirations of parishioners as expressed in the recent Parish Plan survey. The consultant’s report also outlined the financial implications for the Parish should it take on these services and the consequences of not doing so. 
A lengthy debate ensued as members tried to achieve agreement regarding the best way forward. There was general consensus that the Council should attempt to meet the aspirations of parishioners and that services should not be allowed to deteriorate. However, some members questioned whether these services were affordable and whether parishioners would be prepared to pay for them. They also questioned the morality of NCC passing on the cost of these services, effectively serving an ultimatum on the Council.        
RESOLVED
(1) That the Council note the aspirations of parishioners; the financial impact of taking over services; and the consequences of not taking over these services
(2) That a decision be deferred pending recommendations from the Parish Plan Steering Group. 
CO91/11
17. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered a request for a new Bus Shelter to be erected adjacent to Blagdon Court at Bedlington Station.
RESOLVED.

That the request be referred to the Parish Plan Steering Group and be considered as part of their review of transport issues.

CO92/11
18. AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS

The Clerk explained that it was a statutory requirement for the Council to approve the annual return and to consider any issues arising. He referred to the 2010/11 annual return and to a single issue that had been raised by the external auditor regarding the use of Section 137 powers
. He explained that this was a relatively minor issue which had not affected the external auditor’s opinion [who issued an unqualified report] but nevertheless should be addressed.

RESOLVED

(1) That the annual return for 2010/11 be approved.

(2) That statutory powers to incur expenditure are recorded in order to ensure that no others exist before using S137 powers.
CO93/11
19.SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS

The Council considered the following applications;
(1) Small Grant – People Painting for Health & Leisure

(2) Donation – Federation of Bedlington high School and Junior High Schools

(3) Donation – At Home in the Community

(4) Donation – Samaritans of Northumbria

(5) Small Grant – Friends of Gallagher park

RESOLVED

(1)That the Council approves the following;

People painting for Health & leisure - £250

Federation of Bedlington high School and Junior High Schools - £500

Samaritans of Northumbria - £20
Friends of Gallagher Park - £200
(2) That the request for a donation from “At Home in the Community
 “be declined as it did not meet the Council’s criteria.
CO94/11
20. WORKING GROUPS

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart referred to the expansion and improvement of the floral displays this summer and he thanked Bob Oliver for the service he had provided. He also announced exiting plans to plant swathes of daffodils and crocuses throughout the Parish which would be in flower next spring. He referred to the considerable investment made in Cambois allotments and whilst there had been noticeable improvement there was still much that needed to be done. The Clerk advised that Allgood Terrace Allotment association had approached the Council for assistance to remove asbestos sheeting found on one of their allotments. He advised that the Council had provided polythene bags, tape and face masks and had arranged for the removal of the asbestos.

Heritage & Culture   
Councillor Alyson Wallace referred to the National Play on 3rd August which had been a great success. She also referred to a site visit at the free wood where Barry Mead and she had identified the proposed locations of seats, tables, and gym equipment. She thanked Barry for his efforts before handing over to him for an update on the Sita Trust grant application.

Barry circulated a written report outlining the project, providing details of quotations received and project costs. He advised that a telephone interview had taken place and following that interview the amount of the grant application had been increased to £25,000 to include a contingency for increased supplier costs. A decision on whether to short list the project would be made by the SITA board on the 18th October and the Council would be advised in writing by 1 November 2011. He referred to the funds pledged by Northumberland County Councillors Gobin and Tyler and expressed his gratitude to them as well as Mike Jeffrey who had been extremely supportive.   
Schools & Communities
 Councillor Parker referred to the Cambois first School event that had taken place on the 19th July and he stated that the Council’s contribution had been gratefully received. Referring to the donation that had been approved for Bedlington High School breakfast club he stated that this was a very worthy cause and a sad indication of the level of deprivation within the Parish. Finally, he referred to a letter of thanks received from Heather Ashburner [NCC Play Rangers] for the support provided by the Parish for National Play Day event.  

CO95/11
21. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at Bedlington Station resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
� A local authority can only incur expenditure where it has a specific power to do so, the exception being that it may incur expenditure [up to £6.15 per elector] under Section 137 powers providing no other statutory power exists.





Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
Page | 6
Minutes of Meeting: 6th September 2011


