

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
A. Douglas
A. Pegg

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed Evan Patton who was a resident of the Cambois area. Mr Patton enquired as to what action the Parish was taking in connection with illegal parking on Cambois links by travellers. He also referred to vandalism of the beach shelter and an anti-social incident at Cambois club.
The Chair outlined the steps that had already been taken including the involvement of the Local County Councillor, the Police and the local MP. He also explained that the issue had been submitted for inclusion on the agenda of the next joint Parish / NCC meeting. The Clerk explained that he had discussed the situation with NCC officers who had agreed to more the existing boulders nearer the road side to prevent access. A site inspection was also planned with a view to preventing illegal access elsewhere on to the links.
Councillor Val Tyler thanked the Parish on behalf of the Friends of Gallagher Park for its donation towards the unveiling of the portrait bench event. She said that it was lovely to hear the speeches of the relatives of those people being honoured. Councillor Tyler explained that the full amount donated by the Parish had not been needed and offered to return the balance. The Council commended the FOGP for their honesty but were unanimous in deciding that this would not be necessary.             

CO96/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor R Major
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO97/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th September 2011 be signed as a correct record.
CO98/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The Chair referred to minute CO77/11 in connection with the transfer of services and informed the meeting that NCC had agreed that the public conveniences at Bedlington Station were “Strategic” and would therefore continue to be maintained by NCC. 

Referring to minute CO94/11 the Chair commented on the favourable comments the Council had received regarding the planters outside the railway platform. Councillor Stewart added that winter pansies would soon be planted. Councillor Parker also referred to a recent article in the Observer in relation to breakfast clubs.   
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO99/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillors Stewart, Armstrong, Harbottle and Parker (FOGP).   
CO100/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
The Chair referred to [item 243] the forthcoming meeting of NCC & Town & Parish Councils to be held on Wednesday 12th October, 6pm in the Bothal Suite, Ashington Leisure Centre. He stated that the Parish would be represented by at least 3 councillors.

Councillor Stewart referred to [item 246] the Boundary Commissions review of Parliamentary constituencies and provided an over view of its main recommendations. He explained that the new constituency of Blyth/Wansbeck would be loosing both Bothal and Choppington wards and he felt that this would sever the close links established under the former district authorities. 

RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed be noted.
(ii) That the Parish Clerk should respond to the Boundary Commission thanking them for the work they had carried out but requesting that Bothal and Choppington wards should be included within the new Wansbeck / Blyth constituency.
CO101/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk advised that he had received further details from NCC regarding the proposed transfer of services. He referred to floral bedding arrangements and a request for a meeting which had been provisionally arranged for Tuesday 11th October.
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO102/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V63
	Mrs J A Tindale – Communications Consultant
	385.70

	v64
	Friends of Gallagher Park - donation
	200.00

	v65
	People Painting for Health & Leisure – small grant
	250.00

	v66
	Bedlingtonshire Junior High School - donation
	500.00

	v67
	Samaritans of Northumbria - donation
	20.00

	v68
	Keenleysides – sundry allotment exps & R&M 
	35.00

	v69
	NCC Payroll -Sept
	1509.87


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.
CO103/11
8. RECEIPTS

RESOLVED.

That the receipt of the second half year precept of £37,501 be noted.
CO104/11
9. BANK RECONCILIATION

RESOLVED. 

That the bank reconciliation attached at appendix “C” be approved.

CO105/11
10. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £119670.79 up to and including voucher 69 and including receipt of the second half years precept.

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO106/11
11. POLICE REPORT

There was no Police report.

CO107/11
12. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided a summary of the work of the Steering Group to date. There were 8 regular attendees at the meetings with a further 4 members that were unable to attend the meetings but who wished to be kept informed of developments. Jenny advised that a timetable had been produced to allow each aspect of the Parish plan to be examined and it was anticipated that this work would be complete by July 2012.

The next two topics to be examined would be Transport & Crime and Community Safety and she provided details of the issues that would be examined under each. Details of focus groups to discuss these issues would appear in the Parish newsletter that was due to go to press  
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO108/11
13.CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chair referred to 2 invitations that he had received;

1) The launch of the Vantage Fund in Memory of Sheila McGucken on 18th October at the Maritime Centre at Newbiggin,

2) The WCVS Annual General Meeting on 22nd October at the Age UK building in Ashington.

The Chair when on to provide details of an initiative supported by NALC that would call for a localisation of Business rates. This would mean that business rates collected in a particular area would go direct to that area rather than being redistributed from a National Pool. Councillor Douglas informed the meeting that Northumberland County Council would actually be worse off under such a system and advised caution.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Chair’s report be noted.

(2) That the Vice Chair and his partner or substitutes represent the Council at the above events.

(3) That the Council defers giving its support to the Business rates campaign until such time that it is in possession of the full facts as to how this would impact on NCC.
CO109/11 
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered whether it should attend the National Association of Councillors weekend Training & Development Seminar & AGM.

RESOLVED.


That the Council should not attend on this occasion as the agenda was not relevant.

     
CO110/11
15. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS

The Council considered a small grant application from the South Northumberland Radio Group.
RESOLVED

That the application be deferred pending consideration of the Finance Working Group.
CO111/11
16. WORKING GROUPS

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart referred to the panting of spring bulbs which would be commencing in the next few days. He announced that the children of Stead Lane first school would be helping with the planting of crocuses in the Oval area. He went to outline other areas throughout the district where spring bulbs would be planted. Councillor Stewart also announced that winter pansies were to be planted throughout the district including the planters adjacent to the railway station at Bedlington.

Turning to Cambois allotments he advised that a long term commitment from the Friends of Cambois First School would be required before any further investment by the Parish could be made. He also emphasised the need for parents to accompany children when they participated. 

Councillor Stewart then outlined the parish’s intention to erect a Christmas tree outside Sleekburn House providing Benicia was in agreement with the proposal.  
Heritage & Culture   
Nothing to report.   
Schools & Communities
 Councillor Parker referred to the Cambois first School event that had taken place on the 19th July and he stated that the Council’s contribution had been gratefully received. Referring to the donation that had been approved for Bedlington High School breakfast club he stated that this was a very worthy cause and a sad indication of the level of deprivation within the Parish. Finally, he referred to a letter of thanks received from Heather Ashburner [NCC Play Rangers] for the support provided by the Parish for National Play Day event.  

CO95/11
21. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair referred to an inquiry from Paul Frost (Head teacher Cambois First School) regarding repeat funding of their fair day. The Chair explained to Mr Frost that this would be subject to the budget process but the Parish was minded to continue to support the first schools in the area.
The Chair then announced the Remembrance Day arrangements as follows:

Friday 11 November St Andrews Church Cambois
Sunday 13 November War Memorial, Bedlington Front Street
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 1st November 2011 at Bedlington Station resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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