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To:

ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

You are hereby requested to attend a meeting of EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL to be held at Bedlington Station Residents Association, on Tuesday 6 December 2011 at 6.00 pm.
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below.  

Ron Thornton
Parish Clerk









30/11/2011
__________________________________________________________________________
OPEN SESSION

The Chair to invite members of the public present to put questions or draw relevant matters to the attention of the Council, prior to commencement of business.  This is for a period of 15 minutes overall and is limited to 3 minutes per person.

A G E N D A

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
To sign as a correct record the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st November 2011. 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

To note matters arising from the minutes that are not included as agenda items.
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
To receive from members in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting, disclosure of any personal or prejudicial interests.
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
A schedule of correspondence received is attached at Appendix A. Members are requested to note the correspondence received and the actions taken and proposed.
6. CLERKS rEPORT
To receive the Clerks report on significant events and action taken on minutes.
7. Invoices & Payment Vouchers
The Council is requested to approve the schedule of expenditure attached at Appendix B.
8. BANK RECONCILIATION

To approve the bank reconciliation up to 31 October 2011.
9. Annual budget & precept
(i) To consider the budget proposals recommended by the Budget Working Group as set out in Appendix D.

(ii) To set the Annual Precept for 2012/13.
10. POLICE REPORT 
11. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT

12. matters for decision

(i) Whether the Council should be represented at the meeting to discuss designated sites for travelers which will be held at County Hall on Wednesday 7th December at 6pm.
13. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To consider the following;

(i) Small grant application – Friends of Cambois First School
(ii) Bedlington Traders Association
14. WORKING GROUPS  
To receive reports from working groups;
· Finance (Cllr B Richmond)

· Allotments / Environment (Cllr A Stewart)
· Heritage, Culture (Cllr Alyson Wallace)
· Schools & Communities (Cllr C Parker)
· Publicity &  Communications & IT
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

To consider any other items for information only including items to be brought forward to the next meeting.
16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 10th January 2011 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCILLORS:  Alex Wallace (Chair), Brian Richmond (Deputy Chair), Dave Armstrong, Joe Dobie, Allan Douglas, Irene Harbottle, Ronald Major, Colin Parker, Arthur Pegg, Allan Stewart and Alyson Wallace
Appendix A


Schedule of Correspondence Received.

	Ref No
	Date
	Name
	Details
	Action

	254
	23/10/2011
	Sara Parker
	Enquiry regarding purchase of garages at Roslin Park
	Clerk referred to Bernicia Homes

	255
	31/10/2011
	North Blyth Resident’s Assoc
	Letter of thanks for the placement of a notice board in the village
	Note

	256
	31/10/2011
	NCC
	Notice of consultation period regarding review of the Mobile Library service
	Refer to steering group for comments

	257
	31/11/2011
	Colin Patterson
	Request for funding for “ The Station” Music & Arts Academy
	Clerk to invite Mr Patterson to give a presentation

	258
	3/11/2011
	Mr Colin Elliott
	E-mail congratulating the Parish Council on its News letter
	Note

	259
	9/11/2011
	Sita Trust
	Letter confirming support for the Free Wood project up to £25.050.
	Note

	260
	11/11/2011
	NCC
	Notice of deadline for setting parish Precept plus info regarding election costs
	Note

	261
	11/11/2011
	Stead Lane First School
	Letter of thanks for donation of £1200 that was made to the school
	Note

	262
	14/11/2011
	CISWO
	Letter requesting Parish to Display various leaflets
	Put on display in front office

	263
	22/11/2011
	NCC
	Notice of meeting about designated sites for Travelers in South East Northumberland
	Agenda item


Appendix B

Schedule of Expenditure


	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	v80
	Mrs J A Tindale consultancy
	545.30

	V81
	Birch Landscapes
	336.00

	Direct Debit
	BT – Line rental & calls
	53.18

	V82
	Bedlington Station First School - donation
	1200.00

	v83
	R Thornton – Clerks Expenses
	64.78

	V84
	South Northumberland Radio Group - grant
	200.00

	V85
	Wadds Ltd – repairs to Cambois Beach Shelter
	192.00

	V86
	Blachere Ltd – Christmas Lights
	600.00

	v87
	Birch Landscapes – Winter planting
	674.40

	v88
	Northumberland County Council – payroll November
	1509.87

	Direct Debit
	Bank Charges
	8.85

	V89
	Sita Uk Ltd – Contribution to Free Wood project funding
	2880.75

	V90 
	Northumberland County Council – adaptation to pubic lighting column
	420.00

	v91
	Helens Plants –  pansies
	290.00


Appendix C

	BANK RECONCILIATION
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	£
	£

	Balance as per Bank Statements on 31 October 2011 
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	 

	Current Account
	
	57837.98
	 

	Deposit 24 month
	
	40000.00
	 

	Deposit 3 month
	
	20042.85
	 

	Deposit 6 weeks
	
	0.00
	 

	Deposit Account
	
	0.12
	 

	Petty Cash
	
	0.00
	117880.95

	
	
	 
	 

	Less Unpresented Cheques
	Cq No
	 
	 

	
	203
	200.00
	 

	
	206
	49.60
	 

	
	207
	895.00
	 

	
	204
	1509.87
	 

	
	208
	545.30
	 

	
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	3199.77

	
	
	 
	 

	Add Unbanked Cash
	
	 
	 

	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	NET BANK BALANCES AS AT 31 October 2011
	
	 
	114681.18

	
	
	 
	 

	CASH BOOK
	
	 
	 

	Opening Balance
	
	 
	75228.09

	Add Receipts in year
	
	 
	81942.85

	Less Payments
	
	 
	42489.76

	Closing Balance per Cash  Book
	
	 
	114681.18

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Prepared By
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Checked By
	
	
	


APPENDIX D

Annual budget & precept
Report of the Responsible Financial Officer to the Council

Introduction

Further to minute CO118/11 (2) a meeting of the Budget working group took place on Thursday 24 November 2011. The attached financial statement outlines the projected financial position at 31 march 2012, the base budget for 2012/13 and non recurring items of expenditure that reflect the Councils spending aspirations for the current year. This report also considers the various funding options available.   
Base Budget 2012/13
The base budget for 2012/13 has increased from the current year by approximately £14,600. The most significant items that account for this increase are as follows;

· Communities & Consultation Consultant

£5000
Note1
· Repairs & Maintenance



£2000
Note 2
· Transfer of services from NCC


£8060
Note 6

This is partially offset by a reduction in the environment budget of £1400
Note 5

Non Recurring Items

The Council’s spending plans for 2012/13 amount to £17,300 which includes £7,000 for ongoing projects. A detailed break down is as follows;

Projects

· Free Wood Project 



£5000
Note 7 (subject to additional external funding)

· Cambois Community Allotment


£2,000
Note 8 (represents unspent budget for 2011/12)

Other Non recurring items 

·  CCTV Camera + Signage


£5,500 Note 9 (identified as a priority by the Steering Grp

· Car Park Imps Khan’s Corner


£2,500 Note 10 

· Gardening Competition trophies


£300    Note 11

· Allotments (Fencing & Pathways)

£2,000 Note 12

Contingencies

The included for contingencies has been reduced from £20,000 in the current year to £8,000 for 2012/13. The main reason for this is that a higher amount was included in the current year due to uncertainty surrounding the transfer of services from NCC.

Contributions from Balances

The amount required to balance the Council’s spending plans is approximately £16,200. For the purpose of the financial statement it has been assumed that there will be no increase in current fees and charges and that the deficit would be funded from balances.

Estimated General Fund balance at 31 March 2013.

It is estimated that the general fund balance would be circa £57,350. However, this assumes that further funding is secured for the Free Wood and contingencies are used in full. Balances could be around £70,000 if these funds are not needed.

Recommendations

That;

(i) The budget proposal attached at Appendix D is approved.

(ii) There is no increase to fees & Charges for 2012/13.

(iii) The budget deficit is funded from the Council’s balances

(iv) The Annual Parish precept for 2012/13 be set at £75,002.

R Thornton

Responsible Financial Officer

1 December 2011 


