

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

C Parker

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
A. Pegg
J Dobie


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 7 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. Mr Andrew Sim and Mr Brian Mckenzie introduced themselves as representatives of Bedlington Community Sports Club. They advised members of a persistent problem with dog fouling on the pitch at the rear of Wembley Terrace, Cambois.

The Chair responded by advising that this was the responsibility of NCC who had dog wardens and enforcement officers. NCC was also responsible for the provision and emptying of dog bins. He said that the Parish would do all it could to bring this to the attention of NCC and promised a written response in due course.   
CO113/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major and A Douglas.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO114/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th October 2011 be signed as a correct record.
CO115/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Referring to the open session from the previous meeting Councillor Stewart advised that NCC had now placed boulders around the area frequented by travellers which would prevent future access. He also referred to a legal topic note supplied by NALC which explained the legal position in connection with trespass to land, the powers available to the Police and the scale of penalties for such offences.

Referring to minute CO98/11 he congratulated the Clerk in obtaining strategic status for the pubic convenience at Bedlington Station. He requested an update on winter planting and the Clerk advised that most of the barrels had been planted up and that the raised planters at Bedlington Station would be completed within a few days. 
Councillor Armstrong referred to minute CO100/11 and enquired as to the outcome of the meeting between NCC & the Town/ Parish councils. In reply Councillor Stewart advised that NCC were looking to save £47m from next years budget and that plans were in place to build a new £21m Sports Centre on the existing site of Ashington Leisure Centre. Councillor Parker advised that the original plan would have cost only £8.5m but that the revised plans were more extensive and would include facilities such as a library and a doctors surgery.

The Chair advised that if there were any spare places on courses organised for members training at NCC these would be offered to Parish councillors. He reminded the meeting of the deadline date for setting the Parish precept which was 24th January 2012.

With reference to minute CO101/11 Councillor Stewart advised that a meeting had taken place on 11 October with NCC officers regarding the transfer of services. He made particular reference to the expected life of play equipment and the replacement cost which would fall on the Parish. The Chair suggested that a working group should be set up to examine the issues surrounding play areas.

With reference to minute CO108/11 Councillor Stewart advised that County Councillor Andrew Tebutt had confirmed that NCC was better off under the existing NNDR system. The Chair referred to the transfer of assets which up to date had been on a voluntary basis. He stated that welfares would not be supported beyond 2013 and that NALC were lobbying for mandatory rate relief on such assets inherited by the Parishes.

Referring to minute CO111/11 Councillor Stewart advised that a lease had now been signed with the Friends of Cambois First School for an allotment plot at Cambois which would be used for educational purposes.
Finally, the Chair referred to the arrangements for the purchase of wreaths for Remembrance Day and advised that in future these should be sourced from the official British Legion supplier for our area, Kevin & Sandra Laws, Newbiggin.

RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO116/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillors Stewart, Armstrong, Harbottle and Parker (FOGP).   
CO117/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
The Chair referred to correspondence received (ref 251a) and he confirmed that there had not been anything controversial on the agenda. He also advised that there was to be a further Funding Opportunity Meeting to be held at the Maritime Centre, Newbiggin on 15th November. 

RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed be noted.
CO118/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting and on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
·  Response had been sent to the Boundary commission outlining the Parish’s views on the re-organised constituencies.

· A environmental report had been received from RES ltd in connection with the proposed Bio Mass power station at Cambois

He reminded members of the deadline for setting the Parish  Precept and suggested that a working Group should meet before the next Parish Council Meeting.
RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.

(2) That a Budget working group should meet prior to the December meeting.

CO119/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V70
	Bedlington Station Resident’s Association
	650.00

	v71
	Society of Local Council Clerks - Subscriptions
	135.00

	Direct Debit
	BT Line rental & Calls
	52.33

	v72
	Mrs J A Tindale – Communications Consultant
	299.25

	v73
	J J Gobin – Wreaths & crosses 
	70.00

	v74
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois Allotments
	174.42

	v74
	Northumbrian Water – East Sleekburn Allotments
	66.93

	v75
	ParishCouncil.net – Web hosting
	200.00

	v76
	NCC Payroll –Sept
	1509.87

	v77
	Wadds – Glass for Cambois beach shelter
	245.08

	DIRECT DEBIT
	Bank charges
	15.08

	v78
	Chair’s travel expenses
	49.60


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.
CO120/11
8. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £116,121.48 up to and including voucher 78.
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO121/11
9. POLICE REPORT

The clerk advised that he had received a written report from PC Steve McIntosh.
RESOLVED 

That the police report be circulated with the minutes of the meeting.

CO122/11
10. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised of the following;
· Issues on Community, Leisure & Environment had been completed as far as possible

· A focus group on transport had taken place on 17 October where an informative presentation had been made by Mr Dennis Fancett, Chair of the South East Northumberland Rail User’s Group.

Mrs Tindale also advised that the Group had considered a request for a new bus shelter on Station Road. After careful consideration the Group had decided that this type of provision was not in the best interests of the Parish as a whole and that Parish precept money would be better spent on provision that benefited the greater majority.  

The Steering Group had also considered the proposed transfer of services from NCC. Mrs Tindale advised that the Group did not want to see a decline in current service provision but were mindful of the level of deprivation in East Bedlington and therefore any increase in Parish Precept needed to be affordable. The Group recommended;

· that any increase in the Parish precept should be transparent i.e. each increase in service provision should be expressed as an amount per household

· The Parish should attempt to find external funding where ever possible.
Finally, Mrs Tindale advised that a Crime & Community focus Group would be held on Monday 14 November when a member of the Bedlington Neighbourhood Policing Team would be in attendance.  

RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO123/11
11.NORTHUMBERLAND CHARTER CONSULTATION
The Chair referred to the draft Charter which had been circulated to all members. He made specific reference to 3 specific areas;

· Election Costs - NCC would continue to cover many of major costs associated with a term election but would expect consumables to be paid for by the Parish. The cost of any by-election would be the Parish’s responsibility.
· Service delivery – There was no increase to the number of services proposed to be transferred and he provided details of a phased approach. Importantly there would be no more special expense charges; services would either be transferred or discontinued.

· Communication – NCC would in future focus on improving the relationship between the two tiers of local government.

RESOLVED

That the report be noted and that any comments be forwarded to the parish clerk who would make representations to NCC if necessary.

CO124/11 
12 FESTIVE SEASON ARRANGEMENTS – CHRISTMAS TREE OUTSIDE SLEEKBURN HOUSE

The Council considered an estimate for the provision of a Christmas tree to be erected outside Sleekburn House at Bedlington Station.

RESOLVED

(1) That the provision of a Christmas tree be approved at a cost of approximately £1600.

(2) That financial regulation 11.1 is waived due to the specialist nature of the supplies and the urgency of the works to be carried out.  
CO125/11
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;
(I) Request from Mind Active for use of meeting room on the first four Tuesdays of each month for 9 months of the year.

(II) Which, if any members should attend;

a. The site visit with SITA at the free wood on Wednesday 2 November at 12.15pm.

b. The site visit at Cambois in connection with the Banks application to build 323 homes on Tuesday 8th November at 10.00am (Tesco’s Car Park).

c. The photo opportunity arranged with Banks at the Cambois beach shelter on Tuesday 15th November. 

RESOLVED.

(1) That the request from Mind Active be approved.

(2) That Councillors Allan Stewart and Alyson Wallace accompanied by the Parish Clerk and Barry Mead should attend the SITA Trust site visit on 2 November.
(3) That planning site visit at Cambois should not be attended.

(4) That Councillor Brian Richmond should attend the photo opportunity with Banks at Cambois Beach Shelter on Tuesday 15th November.
     
CO126/11
14. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS

The Council considered a small grant application from the South Northumberland Radio Group.
RESOLVED

That a grant of £200 be approved.
CO127/11
15. WORKING GROUPS

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart advised that a lease agreement for an allotment had now been signed by the Friends of Cambois First School. He announced that the winter planting had commenced and that this would be completed within the next few days  

Heritage & Culture   
Councillor Alyson Wallace invited Barry Mead to provide an update on the Free Wood project. Barry provided details of a site meeting that was to take place the following day with SITA’s representative. He advised that this was the final stage in the grant application process and that a decision would follow with a month.

Barry then announced that an event was to take place at St Cuthbert’s church in Bedlington on Saturday 12 November. The public would be welcome to come along help identify a number of photographs from a collection of the late local historian Evan Martin. Light refreshments would be provided.     
Schools & Communities
Councillor Parker reported that a bulb planting session had taken place with the children and staff of Stead Lane First School. He said that the event had been a great success and that similar would be organised with Bedlington Station and Cambois First Schools. Councillor Stewart referred to Bedlington Station’s centenary which coincided with the Queens Diamond Jubilee and suggested that some form of commemorate gift for each child may be appropriate.

Publicity, Communications & IT   
The Chair referred to the Parish Council’s first edition of its newsletter and he thanked all involved in its production and distribution. It was agreed that the newsletter should also be available on the Council’s website.

RESOLVED.

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO128/11
16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.
 DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 6th December 2011 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 8.00pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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