

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6th December 2011 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 6 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. A parishioner questioned why the Parish had not planted flowers at North Blyth similar to those in other parts of the Parish. In reply Councillor Stewart explained that, in partnership with the Port of Blyth, £1,000 worth of daffodils had been planted. He also explained that summer bedding, previously provided by Northumberland County Council would in future be paid for by the Parish.

In response to a query as to why the Parish had not been represented at the BIO Mass meeting at North Blyth on 1st December the Chair explained that this had coincided with the switch on of the Christmas lights at Bedlington Station. Councillor Stewart explained that the Parish Council needed to take an unbiased approach in order that it could legitimately represent all of its parishioner’s interests. For this reason the Parish could not get involved with lobbyist groups however, it was keen to be informed of any threats that may affect the quality of life of parishioners in North Blyth and elsewhere.

A second member of the public raised a safety issue in relation to access to Gallagher Park via the rear of Rothesay Terrace. Due to poor visibility an accident had occurred when the individual’s buggy had collided with an upright. In response the Chair requested that the Clerk write to NCC asking that Hazard tape to be put in place. A further issue was raised regarding the disrepair of the pathway adjacent to the Library corner. It was explained that this too was a NCC issue and would be brought to their attention. 

Councillor Stewart reminded the Chair that the Parish needed to encourage more people to attend Parish meetings and to remain during the business.
CO129/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A Douglas, C Parker, A .Pegg and J. Dobie.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO130/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st November 2011 be signed as a correct record.
CO131/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart referred to the boulders that had been placed on Cambois sea front to prevent illegal parking and he advised of plans for similar measures along the links. It was noted that the site of the new leisure centre had not yet been determined although the existing site at Ashington was an option. With reference to Remembrance Day Councillor Stewart explained that the service had been conducted by Paul Frost (Headmaster Cambois First School) on the Friday and that the Parish had also been represented at St Andrews Church on Remembrance Sunday.
Referring to minute 124/11 Councillor Stewart advised that the Christmas tree switch on had been well attended and he congratulated all involved in organising the event with particular thanks going to Colin Patterson and Synergy Radio.
With reference to minute CO125/11 Councillor Stewart announced that site visits had taken place with Sita at the Free Wood and Banks at Cambois Beach Shelter. This had led to a successful bid for the Free Wood project and an invitation to apply for further funding from Banks to develop Cambois links. Councillor Stewart reminded the meeting that both these projects would not have been possible without the generosity of the two County Councillors, Geoff Gobin and Val Tyler. He also announced that further funding of £7,500 has been pledged by Councillor Tyler in 2012/13.

Councillor Richmond advised the Chair that he had been unable to attend the Friends of Schalksmuhle event and the Clerk confirmed that an apology had been sent.     

RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
(ii) That a press meeting be called to announce the successful Free Wood bid.

CO132/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillors Stewart, Armstrong, Harbottle (FOGP).   
CO133/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
With reference to correspondence item 257 the Clerk advised that he had received a letter from Mr Colin Patterson seeking funding for “The Station” Music & Arts Academy. The project would see the 
Upstairs of the Resident’s Association building transformed into a community facility that would fulfil many of the aspirations expressed by parishioners during the Community consultation process.

The clerk suggested that the Parish may wish to earmark balances which would only be released when the full funding package was in place and subject to the Parish being satisfied that the facilities would benefit a substantial cross section of the community. 
The Chair made reference to items 258 (Parish Council Newsletter) and 261 (letter of thanks from Stead Lane First School) and commented that it was gratifying that the Parish Council’s efforts were being appreciated.

RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed be noted.
(ii)  That the Clerk invites Mr Patterson to give a presentation to the Parish on “The Station” project.

CO134/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· A quotation for a CCTV system on the Clayton corner had been received which was under budget

· A cheque had been sent to SITA as the Parish’s commitment to the Free Wood project

· Subscriptions to the Northumberland Association of Local Councils had increased by £180. This was largely due to the withdrawal of funding by Northumberland County Council

· A report in relation to the Northumberland Local Government Superannuation Scheme would be brought to the next Parish meeting   

RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.

CO135/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v80
	Mrs J A Tindale consultancy
	545.30

	V81
	Birch Landscapes
	336.00

	Direct Debit
	BT – Line rental & calls
	53.18

	V82
	Bedlington Station First School - donation
	1200.00

	v83
	R Thornton – Clerks Expenses
	64.78

	V84
	South Northumberland Radio Group - grant
	200.00

	V85
	Wadds Ltd – repairs to Cambois Beach Shelter
	192.00

	V86
	Blachere Ltd – Christmas Lights
	600.00

	v87
	Birch Landscapes – Winter planting
	674.40

	v88
	Northumberland County Council – payroll November
	1509.87

	Direct Debit
	Bank Charges
	8.85

	V89
	Sita Uk Ltd – Contribution to Free Wood project funding
	2880.75

	V90 
	Northumberland County Council – adaptation to pubic lighting column
	420.00

	v91
	Helens Plants –  pansies
	290.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO136/11
8. BANK RECONCILIATION
RESOLVED

That the Bank reconciliation up to 31 October 2011 be received.
CO137/11
9. ANNUAL BUDGET & PRECEPT

Councillor Richmond outlined the Budget Working Group’s considerations and recommendations.

RESOLVED

(i) The budget proposal attached at Appendix D is approved.

(ii) There is no increase to fees & Charges for 2012/13.

(iii) The budget deficit is funded from the Council’s balances

(iv) The Annual Parish precept for 2012/13 is set at £75,002.

CO138/11
10. POLICE REPORT

The clerk circulated a written report from PC Steve McIntosh.
RESOLVED 

That the police report is received and that PC Mcintosh be invited to the next Parish meeting to answer questions arising.
CO139/11
11. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised of the following;
· The Steering Group had met twice in November and had held a Crime & Community Safety Focus Group that had been attended by the Bedlington Neighbourhood Policing Team. Key issues raised included, the value of CCTV in Bedlington Station, Support for the unification of Bye-laws across the County, raising awareness of neighbourhood watch schemes and opportunities for the community to work in partnership with the police on speed awareness.
· Key findings from Parish Plan questionnaires and the Steering Group meetings had been fed into the budget setting process, including environmental improvements, development of a gardening competition and improved signage.

· The Steering Group was keen for the Parish to explore external funding and partnership working as a primary source of supply and alternative to raising the Parish precept

Mrs Tindale went on to announce that an open session would be held on Saturday 17th December at 10:30 am to give members of the public an opportunity to review work under taken so far by the Steering Group.

The next topic that would be examined was Children & Young People and a Focus Group would be held on 19th January 2012. This would include a presentation by Colin Patterson in relation to “the Station” project.      
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO140/11
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Parish considered whether it should attend a meeting that was to be hosted by NCC on 7 December to discuss designated sites for travellers.
RESOLVED

That the Parish Council is not represented due to alternative commitments but that the County Councillors for East Bedlington are requested to provide feedback to the January meeting.
CO141/11 
13. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered the following small grant applications;

(i) Friends of Cambois First School

(ii) Bedlington Traders Association
RESOLVED

(i) That the application from the Friends of Cambois First School is declined on this occasion as the Parish has already allocated substantial funds in the current year to the school community allotment at Cambois.  
(ii) That a grant of £500 be approved for the Bedlington Traders Association as a contribution towards Christmas lighting.

CO142/11
14. WORKING GROUPS

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart provided a progress report on Cambois allotments and he announced further investment on Fencing and pathways in 2012/13.
Heritage & Culture   
The Chair announced that Barry Mead would be giving a talk the following evening on William Jonas, a local war hero who had been featured in the Parish Newsletter. All present were welcome and light refreshments would be provided on the night.     
Schools & Communities
The Chair gave a brief report in the absence of Councillor Parker. He advised that all three first schools in the parish had recently been visited.  A team consisting of parish and county council members and officers, assisted by the children had planted spring bulbs in and around the schools. He also provided details of the Christmas switch on at Cambois, sponsored by the Port of Blyth, that would take place on Tuesday, 13 December at 2.30pm. Koast radio would once again be in attendance and it was hoped that the Salvation Army would also be present. Refreshments would be served afterwards at Cambois Welfare
Publicity, Communications & IT   
The Chair referred to an article that had appeared in the News Post leader featuring the bulb planting at Stead Lane First School.  He announced that a press release was being prepared to publicise the successful SITA bid and he alluded to the positive feedback received regarding the Parish newsletter.
RESOLVED.

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO143/11
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

County Councillor Val Tyler announced that a new shop “Baby Bargains” would be opening the coming Saturday at the Oval Shopping Centre.

The Chair announced that he had been selected to become one of a limited number of National Neighbourhood Planning Champions. Finally, before closing the meeting he wished all present a merry Christmas and a happy new year.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 10th January 2011 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

Meeting Closed 7.45pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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