

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 10th January 2012 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
C Parker
A .Pegg
J. Dobie


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. No questions were raised.  
CO144/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major and A Douglas.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO145/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th December 2011 be signed as a correct record.
CO146/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart referred to matters raised in previous opens sessions in relation to access to Gallagher Park and dog fouling at Wembley Terrace and he confirmed that these matters had been raised with NCC. He referred to a recent meeting with NCC officers when restriction of access to Cambois links had been discussed together with fly tipping issues at Cambois Allotments.
The Chair referred to minute CO137/11 in relation to the setting of the Annual Budget & Precept and suggested that the Council should be publicising the fact that it had frozen the precept for a third consecutive year.
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
(ii) That a press release be issued announcing that the Parish Precept had been frozen for the third consecutive year.

CO147/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillors Stewart, Armstrong, Harbottle (FOGP).  The Parish Clerk declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 20.1 as this directly affected his Terms & Conditions of Service. 
CO148/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. 

RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.
CO149/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· That he had written to the Friend of Cambois First School advising them of the Council’s decision regarding their grant application.

· A number of issues at Cambois allotments including a complaint about vermin, vandalism and storm damage and those steps were being taken to address these.

· The predict year end balance was circa £75,000.    

RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.

CO150/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v92
	Mrs J A Tindale consultancy
	768.29

	V93
	Holy Connon – Steel Band Christmas Switch on
	200.00

	Direct Debit
	BT – Line rental & calls
	58.50

	V94
	Elveden Estate & Farms – Christmas Tree
	324.00

	v95
	Bedlington Station Traders Association
	500.00

	V96
	Blachere Ltd 
	400.20

	V97
	Generation Hire & Sale – Crowd Control Barriers
	44.04

	V98
	Keenleysides
	9.00

	v99
	NCC – Payroll December
	1509.87

	v100
	NCC – Bulbs, lamp adaptation, Notice boards, environmental contract
	11,832.41

	v100
	NCC – duplicate invoice for adaptation of lamp column
	420.00

	Direct Debit
	Bank Charges
	13.20

	V101
	Mrs J A Tindale consultancy
	412.30


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO151/11
8. BANK RECONCILIATION
RESOLVED

That the Bank reconciliation up to 30 November 2011 be received.
CO152/11
9. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £90,634.63 up to and including voucher 101 (31/12/2011).
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.
CO153/11
10. REVIEW OF RISK REGISTER

The Council considered a report of the Finance Working Group in relation to a statutory review of the Council’s Risk Register. The Chair referred to the risk associated with losing the Clerk and the Clerk explained that adequate cover was now available. 
RESOLVED

That the report be received and the risk register and control strategy be approved.
CO154/11
11.REVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT

The Council considered a report of the Finance Working Group in relation to the annual review of the Council’s System of Internal Audit.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Finance Working Group’s report be adopted by the Council.
(2) That when discussing the scope of internal audit work for 2012/13 the Clerk should ensure that the Internal Auditor should focus on emerging risks, employment issues and recommendations frm the previous years reports. 

CO155/11
12. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
RESOLVED

That Mr J Ainsworth is appointed Internal Auditor for the ensuing year for a fee of £250.00.

CO156/11
13. POLICE REPORT

The clerk circulated a written report from PC Steve McIntosh. Councillor Parker referred to a serious incident that had taken place near his home. 
RESOLVED 

That the police report is received and that the Parish Clerk request feedback from PC Mcintosh for the next Parish meeting.
CO157/11
14. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised of the following;
· The steering Group had met in December and an open event had taken place on Saturday 17th December to give residents the opportunity to browse over progress to date.
· The next topic to be considered was Children & Young People and a focus group was planned for Monday 23rd January when presentations would be given by the County Youth Service,  the Station Community Music & Arts Academy and Trinity Youth.

· Two Community clean ups were being organised the first at Cambois links on Tuesday 14th February and the second at the Free Woods on Thursday 16th February.

· Work was underway on producing the second edition of the Parish newsletter. 

RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO158/11
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered whether anyone should attend the National Association of Councillors training course “ Code of conduct for Councillors after the Standards Board” at York on 27th – 29th January at a cost of £295 per person, with optional accommodation at a cost of £60 per person per night.

RESOLVED

That Councillors Dobie & Major should be eligible to attend but that neither would be attending on this occasion.
CO159/11 
16. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered a small grant application from Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.

RESOLVED

(1)That the application be declined on the basis that the Association has adequate funds available. In addition some work had already been carried out and grant funding had previously been awarded for some of the work that funding was being sought for.


(2) That the Parish Clerk writes to BSRA explaining the reasons for their decision.
CO160/11
17. WORKING GROUPS

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart provided a progress report on Cambois allotments and environmental improvements throughout the Parish. He referred to the School Community Garden and announced that the initiative had been given the name of the “Food 4 Thought” project. He went on to discuss a persistent fly tipping problem and storm damage to the South facing perimeter fence. Both these issues would have financial implications for the Council and estimates were awaited.
Councillor Stewart then turned his attention to floral displays and he referred to the Council’s spring bulb planting the first of which were just beginning to show. He reflected on winter planting in the Bedlington Station area and suggested that this should be deferred to early spring in future years to avoid vandalism and the winter elements. Councillor Stewart thanked Val Tyler for her contribution which had allowed the Parish to divert funds to the bulb planting project and he also referred to the £1000 donation from the Port of Blyth.  

Heritage & Culture   
Councillor Alyson Wallace gave a brief report. She referred to litter picks that were being organised, at the Free Wood and Cambois Links. Councillor Wallace then gave details of the successful Free Wood bid and to the works that SITA would be funding. The Chair commented that little publicity had been given to the gateway feature which was to be funded with contributions from County Councillors J Gobin & Val Tyler and it was agreed that this should feature prominently in the next addition of the Parish newsletter.       
Schools & Communities
Councillor Parker referred to a meeting of the Bedlington Christian Fellowship that he had attended on Friday 2nd December. He referred to the “Matthew” project which had been launched by Ian Lavery MP whereby food parcels would be distributed to those in need within Wansbeck.

Councillor Parker explained that the need had been so great that the initiative was to continue into the New Year. He expressed his dismay that the government should allow vulnerable people to reach poverty levels such that they were relying on food parcels.  
Publicity, Communications & IT   
The Chair referred to a number of “Good News” stories which he felt the Council had not publicised enough. He suggested that Working Group Champions needed to advise the P,C & IT Group of success’s stories in order that these reached the public domain. Councillor Stewart reminded the meeting that the P, C, & IT group had been without a champion for some time and welcomed the news that Councillor Armstrong’s health had improved enough for him to return to an active role.

Specific reference was made to a recent news article relating to the free wood project whereby Members at NCC taken a disproportionate amount of credit for improvements that had been financed by Sustrans & the Parish Council (with the help of grants from the Sita Trust & Local County Councillor’s Small grant donations).  
RESOLVED.

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO161/11
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Pegg sought clarification as to whether there were any services that were subject to “special expenses” by NCC. The Clerk explained that the Parish had taken over Bus Shelters, Floral Displays; public seats, litter bins, local signage and War memorials. He went on explain that Play Areas were to remain on special expense for 2012/13 the cost of which was approximately £10,000 which equated to about £2.60 per annum for a Band A Property. 
19. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 7th February 2012 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association. The Clerk would be preparing a schedule of meetings for 2012/13 at the Chair’s request and these will be put up on notice boards and the Council’s website.

CO162/11
20. EXCUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC


The Council considered a resolution to exclude the Press & Public on the grounds that the next item on the agenda related to the Clerks Terms & Conditions of Service.

RESOLVED 

That the Press & Public be excluded 


CO163/11
20.1LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME
The Council considered a report prepared by the Parish Clerk on joining the Local Government Pension Scheme. The report outlined the risks involved and the alternative options available to the Council. Councillor Stewart gave the report on behalf of the Finance Working Group with the Clerk remaining in attendance to provide clarification if needed.

The Clerk then left the meeting to allow members to debate the issues and reach their decision. Upon returning to the meeting the Clerk was advised of the Council’s decision and he was offered enhanced terms and conditions in recognition that no pension would be payable. 
RESOLVED
(1) That East Bedlington Parish Council does not enter the Local Government Pension Scheme.
(2) That an increased salary, back dated to the date of the Clerk’s appointment, be payable to the Clerk.
(3) That the Clerks contract of employment be amended to reflect the revised terms and conditions agreed between him and the Council.  


Meeting Closed 7.50pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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