

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 7th February 2012 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

C Parker
J. Dobie


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. No questions were raised.  
CO164/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A Douglas, Alyson Wallace and A .Pegg.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO165/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10th January 2012 be signed as a correct record.
CO166/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Parker referred to minute CO160/11 in relation to the “Matthew” project and announced that he had sought donations of food items from residents on the Moorland estate to which he had received a good response. Councillor Stewart suggested that the Parish should put an advert in the window and invite Parishioners to leave food donations at the Parish Office. County Councillor Val Tyler announced that NCC staff had also contributed. 
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
(ii) That an advert be placed in the Parish office window inviting parishioners to make food donations.
CO167/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillors Stewart, Armstrong, Harbottle (FOGP).  
CO168/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. The Chair referred to item 272 regarding joint meetings of NCC and Town/Parish council’s and requested the relevant dates which were duly advised by the Clerk as follows;

· North Area Monday 12 March at 6pm – Stannington Village Hall
· South East Area 14 March at 6pm – New Hartley Memorial Hall

RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO169/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· He had written to Bedlington Station Resident’s Association advising them of the Council’s decision regarding their small grant application.

· He had received a response from NCC relating to the dog fouling problem at Wembley Terrace, however, this was not particularly helpful.

· The Council had received an invitation to attend a Riverside Festival event that was being organised by Ashington Development trust

· The Council had received a request from a resident at Woburn Drive for a replacement bin outside her home.

· He had had a meeting earlier that day with Reay Securities in connection with the CCTV camera proposed for the Clayton Corner, and finally

· The Council had received a letter from Banks indicating that they may be able to support an application for funding up to a maximum of £10,000 for Cambois Links.       

RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.

(2) That matter involving dog fouling at Wembley Terrace is referred to the Allotments/ Environment Working Group.

(3)That the issue of the dog bin at Woburn Drive be raised with NCC officers at the following days meeting.
CO170/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	DD
	BT – Line rental & calls
	54.64

	V102
	Bedlington Station Residents Association
	650.00

	V103
	Generation Hire & Sale – Crowd Control Barriers
	31.88

	V104
	UK Office Direct Ltd
	74.18

	v105
	Alex Wallace – Chairs Travel Expenses
	48.80

	V106
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois Allotments
	121.73

	V107
	NCC – Payroll January
	1509.87

	DD
	Bank Charges
	12.55

	V108
	R Thornton – Clerks expenses
	58.10

	v109
	Blachere Ltd
	322.50

	DD
	BT – Line rental & calls
	54.21

	v110
	Mrs J A Tindale consultancy
	691.60


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO171/11
8. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £87,004.57 up to and including voucher 110 (31/01/2012).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO172/11
9. BUDGET REPORT
The Council considered an updated budget report as at 31st January 2012. The Clerk drew attention to savings of £2,066 in the current year and £1,065 for 2012/13 which would materialize as a result of the settlement of the pension issue. He advised that projected balances at the yearend would be in the region of £76,000.
RESOLVED

That the report be received.

CO173/11
10. URGENT REMEDIAL WORK TO PERIMETER FENCE AT CAMBOIS ALLOTMENTS

The Council was advised of urgent repairs that were needed to be carried out at Cambois Allotments as a result of storm damage, acts of vandalism and theft. 

RESOLVED

(10.1)That £2,500 from the Council’s contingencies is approved to carry out emergency works at Cambois Allotments.

(10.2) That financial regulation (11.1(i)) is waived due to the urgent nature of the works.

CO174/11
11. POLICE REPORT
PC Steve Mcintosh provided updated statistics. He advised that there had been 133 incidents of anti social behaviour (an increase of 3 from the previous month). There had been 31 crimes committed within his area (which included East Bedlington) consisting of, handbag snatches, 3 burglaries, car crimes and 30 -40 small fires. There was still an underlying trend of scrap metal theft.
He advised that the overall detection rate for February 2012 was 51.6% (up 6% on the previous month’s figures). He also advised that there would be speed gun activity later in the month.
Pc McIntosh went on to provide details of a new Community Messaging initiative whereby members of the public would be asked to provide the police with their mobile phone numbers / e-mail addresses in order that they could be contacted to see if they had witnessed crimes committed in their area.
Jenny Tindale enquired about neighbourhood watch signs that had been promised for the North Blyth area and also whether there had been any publicity in connection with the “101” telephone number. PC McIntosh agreed to look into these issues.
County Councillor Val Tyler referred to speeding in the Rothesay Terrace area and she advised that there had been a petition handed into the County Council requesting speed control measures to be put in place. This had been placed on the agenda for the South East Northumberland Joint Council’s meeting. 

RESOLVED

That the police report is received.

CO175/11
12. RIVER BLYTH ESTUARY REPORT
The Chair provided a comprehensive report on developments in and around the Port of Blyth. He advised the following;
· A busy December had seen the best performance at the Port this century in particular in relation to road to rail and wind turbine activity.

· Importation of alumina for Rio Tinto Alcan would be minimal in future but some material would continue to go through the port in the coming year to supply the Locaber plant.

· Should RWE purchase the Alcan smelter there would be a large increase in importation of Bio mass (80% of which would arrive by boat) which would commence during the 3rd/4th quarter of 2013.

· Planning permission had been granted for a £3.5m warehouse to store Alcan’s Bio mass and a planning application for the proposed RES Bio Mass Power Station was expected for late February/ early March. Rio Tinto Alcan, RWE and the Port met in January to discuss handling and storage and all parties were satisfied with the proposals for storage and handling of dust.
· The Port was in discussion with a major marine fuels supplier for a 3 -4 unit tank farm either at Battleship Wharf or the Bates terminal and this could be operational by mid 2013.
· Attempts were being made (through lobbying Mp’s and through BEREZ to extend the North East Enterprise zone from the proposed 10 to 100 Hectares which would encompass Battle Ship wharf.

· Hainsford Energy has confirmed the start of a new wind turbine at the East Pier in April 2012 and the port continues to target the offshore wind sector with 3 developments expected in 2014/15. 

· Future prospects of the Alcan terminal are being kept under review due to the threat of closure. Should the smelter close and RWE convert the Power Station to Bio Mass there would be opportunity for increased road to rail activity.

In concluding his report the Chair announced that the Port of Blyth had immediate plans to invest in excess of £15m to develop the Port.
RESOLVED.

That the Chairs report be noted.
CO176/11
13. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that the Parish Plan Steering Group had met twice in January and had facilitated a very successful Children & Young People Focus Group.  The Focus group was well attended by members of the community including young people. Presentations were made by Station Community Arts & Music Academy, Trinity Youth and County Youth Service.  The steering group concluded that:
· All presentations required improved publicity and promotion - better use should then be made of the Parish Web site in particular the community and events diary, parish notice boards and attendance at Parish and community meetings.
· The Parish should provide letters of support for funding applications that would benefit Children and Young people living in or visiting the Parish. 
· The Parish should offer support to encourage development of the former Co-op building to provide a fit for purpose base for activities in the "Station" that compliment what is already in place.
· Aging play equipment in the Parish and the subsequent cost of replacing it was a concern.  
Mrs. Tindale then announced that community litter picks have been organised on Cambois Links for the 14th February 11am to 3pm and at the Free Woods on 16th February 11am to 3pm.  She announced that the next topic to be discussed will be Housing and planning and that a focus group session is planned for 27th February at 6pm.
     
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO177/11
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;

(1) Whether the Clerk should attend a Health & Safety course at Edinburgh on 16th March at a cost of £250.

(2) Whether the Parish should be represented at the Riverside Festival to be hosted by Ashington Development Trust on 26th May.

RESOLVED

(1) That £250 is approved for the Clerk to attend the Health & Safety course.
(2) That representation at the Riverside Festival is referred to the Heritage, Culture & Leisure working group for its consideration and recommendation.  

CO178/11 
15. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered a number of small grant/ donation requests.
RESOLVED

That;

(1) A small grant of £100 be approved for the Ellie-phant organisation
(2) A donation of £50 is made to the Great North Air Ambulance to be financed from the 2012/13 budget.

(3) A donation of £25 is made to the Central Palz organisation.

(4) Jenny Tindale be requested to attend the Bedlington Junior High School event and that a donation is agree in principle the amount to be determined at the next Parish Council meeting.
CO179/11
16. WORKING GROUPS

(1) The Council considered a revised structure, terms of reference for each working group and suggested meeting dates and times as outlined in Appendix D. 

RESOLVED
That the revised structure, terms of reference and meeting arrangements be approved.

(2) The respective Champions of each working group reported as follows;

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart referred to the emergency works that had been necessary at Cambois allotments. He advised of progress on the FOCFS
 community allotment and outlined the action that would be taken against allotment holders who did not meet the terms and conditions of their agreements.

Councillor Stewart went on to describe his vision for the development of the Links and he announced details of a site visit that was to take place with Proludic (Health & Fitness Equipment suppliers) which would take place on the 20th February.  

Heritage, Culture & Leisure 
In the absence of Councillor Alyson Wallace the Clerk gave a brief update. He advised that Mike Jeffrey, Ian Graham, Jenny Tindale and himself had recently met at the Free Wood and pegged out the positions for the picnic tables, seats and gym equipment and that NCC would be looking into providing the hard standings for the picnic tables and seats. A further site visit would take place with Tom Maley and representatives from NCC with a view to progress the planning application for the gateway feature.        
Publicity, Communications & IT   

Councillor Armstrong announced that the Parish had signed up to become a UK online centre. He explained that his son Stephen, the parish clerk and Jenny Tindale had all volunteered as digital champions each of whom would make themselves available to provide one to one tuition. Jenny Tindale confirmed that the first sessions would commence week beginning 20 February 2012. A number of individuals had already expressed an interest.
 RESOLVED.

That the reports of the working groups be noted.

CO180/11
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.
19. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 6th March 2012 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association. 

CO181/11
19. EXCUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC


The Council considered a resolution to exclude the Press & Public on the grounds that the next item on the agenda related to staffing matters.

RESOLVED 

That the Press & Public be excluded 


CO182/11
20. STAFF RESOURCES
The Council considered a report prepared by the Finance Working Group in relation to the future staffing needs of the Council. 
RESOLVED

(1) That a permanent part time post of Assistant Clerk be advertised for 15 hours per week on SCP 18 to SCP 21 in accordance with the Job specification attached at appendix (A). 

(2) That any balance remaining out of the £10,000 currently set aside for Consultancy fees is retained for that purpose

Meeting Closed 8.20pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
� Friends of Cambois First School
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