

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6th March 2012 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
I Harbottle

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

C Parker
J. Dobie

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. No questions were raised. Councillor Stewart referred to the poor attendance of the public at the meeting and suggested alternative venues to hold occasional meetings. 
CO183/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A Douglas, and A .Pegg.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO184/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th February 2012 be signed as a correct record.
CO185/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart referred to an issue concerning provision of a dog bin and also to the dog fouling at the rear of Wembley Terrace. He confirmed that these issues had been raised with NCC and whilst these issues were currently the responsibility of NCC he stated that the environment working group would take responsibility from April 2012. The Chair announced that 323 employees at Alcan would loose their jobs in May 2012 although the port of Blyth would continue to supply the Lochaber smelter for the next 18 months. He also announced that, following a successful lobby that the North East Enterprise Zone had been extended from 10 to 75 hectares. This did not include the Battleship Wharf site but did include the site of the former Cambois Power Station.     
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO186/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures. It was noted that Councillors Stewart, Armstrong, Harbottle were no longer Friends of Gallagher Park.
CO187/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. The Chair referred to item 287 and 288 and the Clerk provided clarification.
RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO188/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· A short list had been drawn up for the Assistant Parish Clerks post; he suggested a date to hold interviews and requested the Council to select an interview panel.
· That BDO would continue to be the Council’s external auditors for the ensuing year
· That the Banks funding bid was in the process of being prepared

· That NCC had been contacted regarding planning advice in connection with the gateway feature

· That an update of councillors contact details would shortly be circulated

· That he had attended a meeting of Bedlington Leisure Management and he provided details of discussions which had taken place.       

RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.

(2) That the date for job interviews be Wednesday 14th March and that Councillors, Stewart, Richmond and Armstrong should form the interview panel.
CO189/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	v111
	Birch landscapes
	120.00

	V112
	Barry Mead
	906.00

	V113
	Generation Hire & Sale – Crowd Control Barriers
	9.25

	V114
	$ Ellie-Phant small grant
	100.00

	v115
	Central Palz
	25.00

	V116
	UK Office Direct
	369.94

	DD
	Bank Charges
	10.60

	V117
	NCC – Payroll February
	6818.19

	V118
	Alex Wallace – Chairs travel expenses
	48.80

	V119
	Mrs J A Tindale - consultancy
	1004.15


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO190/11
8. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance of £77,646.64 up to and including voucher 117 (29/02/2012).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO191/11
9. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31 January 2012 as attached at appendix C. The clerk referred to a 9p discrepancy which was due to a bank error and to which was being rectified by the bank
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO192/11
10. POLICE REPORT
There was no Police report.
CO193/11
11. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that;

· The Parish Plan Steering Group had met once in February.
· The clean up events at Cambois and the Free Wood had went well
· Two members of the Steering group had stepped down but one new member had joined
· The Parish would be promoting itself at Cambois Community Fair on 11th July, Bedlington Community High School on 23rd June and also at Wansbeck Riverside Festival (date to be confirmed).
     
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO194/11
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;

· Whether to attend NAC conference at Scarborough 13th – 15th April (cost £295 per delegate plus £60 per night accommodation.

· Whether to appointment of George & Irene Webster as judges for the 2012/13 garden competition.

· Whether to have officer representation on the Gallagher Park Steering Group. 

· Whether to approve a budget of £300 to allow a tree to be donated to each of the first schools and Bedlington High School to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
RESOLVED

(1) That any members who wished to attend the NAC conference should contact the clerk who would make arrangements.
(2) That George and Irene Webster be asked to act as judges for the 2012/13 garden competition

(3) That the Clerk represent the Parish on the Gallagher Park Steering Group

(4) That a budget of £300 be approved to provide trees to schools to mark the Queens Diamond Jubilee.
CO195/11 
13. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered a number of small grant/ donation requests.
RESOLVED

That;

(1) The following donations be approved;
a. Bedlington Community High School £200

b. Age UK £25

c. Community Action – Northumberland £15

(2) That a donation to People Painting for health & leisure be approved in principle, the amount to be determined at the next Parish Council Meeting. 
CO196/11
14. WORKING GROUPS

(1) The respective Champions of each working group reported as follows;

Planning & Corporate Strategy

The Chair provided an overview of the Planning & Corporate Strategy working group meeting which had taken place on Tuesday 14th February 2012. The meeting had considered various issues including; Planning applications, the Parish Plan, Transfer of services from NCC, the Localism Act , training and asset management. He reported the following courses of action that had been agreed with officers;

· That a summary of the localism Act be circulated to all members

· That the Clerk establish the ownership of land a Wilson Avenue
· That regular checks were made on NCC’s planning site to identify any planning applications that related to East Bedlington.

Community Cohesion
Councillor Parker provided an overview of the Community Cohesion working Group meeting held on Thursday 9th February 2012. Various topics were discussed which included, schools, Crime & Disorder, Youth Provision, Social housing, Community safety initiatives, clean up initiatives, Cambois switch on and the “Matthew Project”. A range of actions were agreed with officers.  

Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart referred to the Banks funding application for Cambois links and provided a vision for the development of the links. He advised of tough action against allotment holders who had not maintained their plots and alluded to the swathes of daffodils which had been planted last autumn and which were now in bloom. Councillor Stewart also advised that meetings with NCC officers had been rearranged to co-inside with the working Group. 
Heritage, Culture & Leisure 
Councillor Stewart provided an update on the Free wood project. He advised that a further meeting had taken place with Tom Maley and representatives from NCC with a view to progress the planning application for the gateway feature. The Clerk had subsequently contacted the planning department who had agreed to carry out a site visit with a view to providing the Council with advice. Councillor Stewart advised that excavation works had started and that the play equipment would be installed during April.
Councillor Stewart advised that this year National Play Day was on Wednesday 1st August and that officers would be contacting all interested stakeholders as soon as the position regarding the NCC Play Rangers was known.

With regard to the War Memorial & Remembrance day it had been agreed that the clerk would contact the CVS to establish what progress had been made by Cambois Community Association in connection with grant funding for restoration work     
Publicity, Communications & IT   

Councillor Armstrong provided an overview of the working group meeting held on 15th February 2012. He reported on the following courses of action that had been agreed with officers;

· The local press would be advised of Parish Council meeting dates and invited to attend
· Summary documents outlining the requirements of the Data Protection and Freedom of information acts to be circulated to all Parish Councillors

· That a communications Policy/strategy be developed following the appointment of an Assistant Parish Clerk

· That a range of articles and press releases should be made to publicise the Council’s activities
Councillor Armstrong also highlighted the need to budget for election costs in 2013 and also for potential by elections. The Clerk advised that the Finance working group would consider these requirements.
Finance
Councillor Richmond provided an overview of the working group meeting held on 21 February 2012. Topics considered at the meeting included, governance arrangements, banking, insurance, small grants & donations and budgetary control. The following actions were agreed,

· That a review of insurance arrangements would be conducted to coincide with the June renewal date
· That the Clerk would report back on investment opportunities to the April meeting

· That a review of the risk register, Financial Regulations and financial aspects of standing orders be placed on the agenda of the next working group.

 RESOLVED.

That the reports of the working groups and agreed actions be noted.

CO197/11
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS -None.
CO198/11
16. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 3rd April 2012 at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association. 

Meeting Closed 8.00pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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