

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 3rd April 2012 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
A Douglas
A .Pegg

B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. No questions were raised. The Chair welcomed back Councillor Douglas who had been absent for a prolonged period through illness. Councillor Douglas thanked all those who had supported him during his absence.  
CO199/11
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, I Harbottle, C Parker and J. Dobie.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO200/11
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th March 2012 be signed as a correct record.
CO201/11
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Further to minute CO197/11 the Chair advised the RES ltd had now submitted their planning application to the IPC for the BIO Mass power station at Cambois. He also confirmed that there had only been one other planning application since the last meeting. The Chair also referred to criticism levelled at the parish for not supporting an anti Bio Mass campaign. Councillor Stewart reminded the meeting that it was the role of the Parish to represent the views of all parishioners and that it could not get involved with lobbyist groups.

Some members considered that the Parish needed to respond to unfair criticism and to promote its achievements. The Chair reminded members that a protocol was in place and that there would be an opportunity to publicise good news stories in the forthcoming parish newsletter.          
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO202/11
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures. 
CO203/11
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. Councillor Stewart referred to item 290 pointing out that parking enforcement was now the responsibility of NCC.
RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO204/11
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· That MR P McCarthy (NCC Planning Officer) had been in touch and would be carrying out a site inspection at the Free Wood within the next few days regarding the proposed gateway feature.
· Allotment bills for 2012/13 had been posted out that day.
· That the internal auditor would be carrying out his audit on 25th & 26th April 2012.

· That cheques had been issued in accordance with the previous meetings resolutions

· That land a Wilson Avenue related to non statutory allotments and would not be transferred to the Parish.       

RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.

CO205/11
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	120
	West Sleekburn Sawmill
	200.00

	121
	Keenleysides
	34.73

	DD
	BT - 
	54.55

	122
	Dinnington Fencing
	2880.00

	123
	NCC
	1739.48

	124
	Bedlington Community High school
	200.00

	125
	Age UK - Northumberland
	25.00

	126
	Community Action - Northumberland
	15.00

	DD
	 Bank Charges
	13.85

	127
	Clerks expenses
	67.88

	128
	UK Office Direct LTD
	164.79

	129
	Mrs J Tindale
	789.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO206/11
8. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a financial year end balance of £77,427.03.
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO207/11
9. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 29 February 2012 as attached at appendix C. 
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO208/11
10. POLICE REPORT
A written report was received from PC Steve Mcintosh who was unable to attend. The Chair drew attention to item 5 relating to the unauthorised access of travellers on Cambois links; to criminal damage caused to gain access and to illegal fly tipping.

It was noted that a saw believed to be that used to gain access had been recovered by PC McIntosh and that an owner of the saw had come forward. It was further noted that the Police had requested NCC to provide a statement of complaint which was not forthcoming. The Police were therefore unable to make an arrest and no criminal damage could be recorded.

The Chair advised that an emergency meeting had been held on Sunday 1st April with Councillor Tom Brechany Executive member for Planning, Housing & regeneration at Northumberland County Council. Councillor Stewart referred to the powers available to NCC and the Police and questioned why these were not being exercised. It is apparent that Councillor Brechany and he were both unaware of NCC’s failure to supply a statement of complaint when this meeting had taken place.  
Councillor Stewart outlined proposals which had been discussed with NCC officers to prevent access to the links however, these had not come to fruition due to lack of funds. Councillor Brechany agreed to discuss the issues raised with fellow members and officers and to report back on NCC’s proposals.  
RESOLVED
1) That the police report be noted.

2) That the Parish Clerk writes to Councillor Brechany and other appropriate members to make them aware of;

· NCC ‘s failure to supply a statement of complaint to the Police
· The criminal damage that is occurring to the Parish Council’s Beach shelter when the travellers were present

· The Parish Council’s proposals to prevent access to Cambois links.

CO209/11
11. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that;

· The Parish Plan Steering Group had met once in March.
· A review of Play Equipment was under way
· Steering Group members were keen to get involved in the Parish presence at up and coming events including Cambois Community Fair on 11th July, Bedlington Community High School on 23rd June, Wansbeck Riverside Festival 26 May and Bedlington First School Centenary on 30 June.
· The next meeting of the Steering group would be Thursday 12th April 2012.
     
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO210/11
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered whether to write of £27 allotment rent on the basis that it would not be economical to pursue the debt further. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the debt be written off.
CO211/11 
13. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered a number of small grant/ donation requests.
RESOLVED

That;

(1) The following donations be approved;
a. Friends of East meets West Black Belt Academy - £300

b. People Painting for Health & Leisure - £100

(2) That the small grant application submitted by the SEN Stroke Group be not approved on the basis that the organisation has sufficient funds at its disposal. 
CO212/11
14. WORKING GROUPS

(1) The respective Champions of each working group reported as follows;

Planning & Corporate Strategy

The Chair gave a brief report. He referred to a number of training workshops that had been run by NALC relating to Localism & Neighbourhood Planning which had been attended by around 600 people. He also commended Mr D English of NCC for his contribution in explaining the core strategy in developing the Local Development Framework.
Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart gave a brief report. He referred to the floral display of spring bulbs throughout the district which had been a great success. He then alluded to the summer planting programme and advised that plans for summer bedding had been agreed with NCC and that orders would soon be placed with Bob Oliver for hanging baskets and bedding as in previously supplied.

Turning to allotments he advised that some progress on the School Community Garden had been made but that there was still much to do.  
Heritage, Culture & Leisure 
Councillor Alyson Wallace provided updates as follows;

Free Wood project. 

Picnic Tables and seating had now been installed.
· Fitness equipment would be installed by late April / early May

· Progress had made regarding the gateway feature in that the sculptor had managed to source the rail track needed and that planning advice from NCC was expected in the near future.

Cambois Links
· The Banks application for fitness equipment had been submitted
· A letter had been received from NCC

· Quotations had been sought from potential suppliers

Gallagher Park

· Councillors had stepped down from the Friends of Gallagher Park steering group

· The Parish Clerk had been invited on to the Gallagher Park Steering Group
Garden Competition

· George & Irene Webster had agreed to be judges

· Bernicia had agreed to sponsor a category

· Judging would take place late July

Finally, Councillor Wallace referred to the national play day and the future of the play rangers which was uncertain at present.

Publicity, Communications & IT   

Councillor Armstrong provided an update on future use of the IT Suite and he referred to the NCDN – Go on line project which he and others had participated in.
He advised that the next P C & IT working Group would be held on Wednesday 11th April when a draft of the next newsletter would be discussed. He inquired regarding the updated contact details which he had requested and the Clerk advised that a form would be distributed at the end of the meeting to gather the necessary information.

The Chair commented on the information in the Parish Office window and congratulated Jenny Tindale on her effort.

Finance
Councillor Richmond advised that recommendations for investments of balances had been delayed due to the Clerks absence although some information on investment rates had been obtained. He also advised that the planned review of Insurance would take place prior to the June renewal date.
 RESOLVED.

That the reports of the working groups and agreed actions be noted.

CO213/11
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair advised that Term Election Costs would be billed in arrears over 4 years by NCC for all parishes with a precept of over £50,000.

Councillor Stewart suggested that the Parish might consider providing work experience to the young unemployed. The Clerk advised that he had been approached by the Job Centre in this regard and that he had indicated that the Council could consider this in say 2 months time once existing staff accommodation issues had been addressed.

RESOLVED

1) That the Chairs advice be noted.

2) That the Council considers providing job experience training if and when accommodation issues have been addressed.  

CO214/11
16. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Annual Meeting on Tuesday 1st May 2012 commencing at 5.30pm which will be immediately followed by a Parish Council Meeting. Both meetings will be held at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.
CO215/11
17. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC
RESOLVED

That the Public & Press be excluded for the following item on the agenda on the grounds that it relates to the terms and conditions of an employee.

CO216/11
18. APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT PARISH CLERK


RESOLVED 


To offer the position of Assistant Parish Clerk to Mrs J A Tindale on the terms and conditions outlined in the appointment Panel’s recommendation to the Council.  


Meeting Closed 7.50pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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