

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1 May 2012 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
A Douglas
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
I Harbottle
C Parker
J. Dobie

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. No questions were raised.    
CO009/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major & A Pegg.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO010/12
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd April 2012 be signed as a correct record.
CO011/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Chairman Alex Wallace referred to the RES planning application and stated that it was unlikely that a decision would be reached before spring 2013. Clarification was sought from members regarding the gardening competition and members were informed that Mr & Mrs G Webster would be part of the judging panel; that Bernicia would be sponsoring a category and that no decision had yet been reached regarding a memorial trophy.    
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO012/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures. 
CO013/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. 
RESOLVED
That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO014/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· The internal Audit had been competed and there were no significant issues identified

· A half page advert had been placed in the Church Magazine

· Planning consultation material had been received from RES Ltd and was available for inspection by the public

· Correspondence had been received from NCC inviting Parish Councils and Community Groups to apply for Section 106 

· Discussion had taken place with Mr D McBrien regarding issues concerning the travelling community

· Notification had been received that Bedlington Station Resident’s Association was considering dissolving and that a meeting had been called for Tuesday 8th May.       

RESOLVED

(1)That the Clerks report is noted.
(2) That the Parish be represented at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association meeting. 
CO015/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	Direct Debit 
	BT – One Account
	51.79

	V1
	Donation – People Painting for Health & Leisure
	100.00

	V2
	East meets West Black Belt Academy
	300.00

	v3
	Rent – Bedlington Station Residents Association
	30.56

	v4
	Keenleysides – keys etc
	30.56

	V5
	NCC – Payroll April
	1734.65


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO016/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk that the following income had been received.
· Parish Precept £37,501
· Allotment Rent £1636.00

RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO017/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 26th April 2012 of £107,718.48.
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO018/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st March 2012 as attached at appendix C. 
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO019/12
11. POLICE REPORT -
No police report.

CO020/12
11. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Council’s Communications & Consultation consultant, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that;

· The Parish Plan Steering Group had met twice in April.
· Two new members had joined the Steering Group
· A comprehensive receive of action plans developed in the last 6 months had been undertaken

· The Planning & Corporate Strategy Working Group had requested that the draft Parish Plan be submitted for consideration at the June Meeting. It was felt that this was now achievable as factors relating to housing, education and the economy were now in the public domain 

· Steering Group has requested a visit to the Port of Blyth complex which was being organised by Councillor Wallace.

· A steering group member had recently secured full time employment and it was felt that his involvement with the Steering Group had contributed to his success.
     
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO021/12
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered whether to refund allotment rent for plot 500 (b) at Cambois Allotments. 
RESOLVED

(1) That a full refund be made.
CO022/12 
13. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered a number of small grant/ donation requests.
RESOLVED

That;

(1) The following donations be approved;
· Carers Northumberland £25.00
(2) That the request for funding by Wansbeck CVS be deferred until such time as more detailed information is received regarding the groups supported by the CVS in the Parish and that a report be prepared by the Assistant Parish Clerk for consideration at the earliest opportunity.. 
CO023/12
14. WORKING GROUPS

(1) The respective Champions of each working group reported as follows;

Planning & Corporate Strategy

The Chair gave a brief report. He referred to an urgent planning application at Elmfield Court which was not supported by NCC officers and explained that the applicant was seeking the Parish Council’s backing. After lengthy debate it was agreed that the Parish were unable to reach a decision due to time restraints and that the applicant is informed accordingly. 
Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart reported;

· That the Clerk had been in contact with NCC with a view to using the probation service to assist in the removal of rubbish at Cambois Allotments

· A meeting had taken place between the Clerk and NCC to discuss the Council’s CCTV proposals.

· The corner seat at Cambois had been repaired 

· The Clerk had written to NCC regarding travellers at Cambois
Councillor Stewart also gave details of arrangements for floral displays in the summer and he suggested that the Council may wish to create a flower bed around the gateway feature at the Free Wood.  
Heritage, Culture & Leisure 
The Assistant Parish Clerk gave a report on behalf of Councillor Alyson Wallace. She reported;
Free Wood project. 

· Fitness equipment was currently being installed and work would be completed before the end of the week.
· Planning advice had been received and a meeting with sculptor, Tom Maley had been arranged for the following Tuesday.

· A litter pick had taken place on Saturday 28th April which had been well supported.
· It was confirmed that Barry Mead would be delivering heritage talks and walks during the summer and details would be published in the Parish Newsletter.

Cambois Links

· A decision on funding was awaited from the Banks Group.

Councillor Wallace added that there would be a launch event later in the year. She announced that planning would shortly commence for national play day which was to take place on 1st August 2012. Finally she was pleased to be informed that the NCC Play Rangers service was to be retained for a further year.
Publicity, Communications & IT   

Councillor Armstrong announced that the second edition of the Parish newsletter would be published shortly and he provided details of press releases. He advised that a participant of one of the IT courses had commented on her experiences and that this would be included in the newsletter. 
Finance
Councillor Richmond reported;

· General Fund balance at 31 March 2012 was £76,435

· That the 2013 budget had been revised following the appointment of the Assistant Parish Clerk but there was no increase in the overall budget

Councillor Richmond also advised that the Finance working Group had review the Council’s risk register and Investment Strategy and gave details of the outcome of each review. He advised that the review of Financial Regulations had been deferred to the next Finance Working Group.

Schools and Communities

Councillor Parker announced that the Heads of each of the 3 First schools would be invited to the Annual Assembly to receive their cheques.

 RESOLVED.

(1) That the reports of the working groups and agreed actions be noted.
(2) That the planning applicant for Elmfield Court be advised that the Council was unable to reach a decision due to time restraints. 
CO24/12
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair announced that the Port of Blyth Annual Meeting would take place on Monday 14th May at 5.00pm at Eddie Fergusson House, Blyth. All were welcome to attend. 
. 
RESOLVED

1) That the information provided is noted.

CO025/12
16. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Annual Assembly Meeting on Tuesday 29th May 2012 commencing at 5.30pm which will be followed by a Parish Council Meeting at 6.00pm. Both meetings will be held at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.


Meeting Closed 8.10pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
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