

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 29 May 2012 at 6 pm at Bedlington Station Residents’ Association, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
I Harbottle

C Parker

J. Dobie
A Pegg

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. No questions were raised.    
CO037/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major &. A Douglas

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO038/12
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

(1)That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st May 2012 be signed as a correct record.
(2) That minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 1st May (minute CO/001) be amended to reflect that an election for Chairman took place, as follows;
“Nominations were received for Councillors Alex Wallace and Brian Richmond who were proposed by Councillors Alyson Wallace and Allan Stewart respectively. A ballot of the members then took place resulting in a majority of 6 : 3 in favour of Councillor Wallace.  

RESOLVED

That Councillor Alex Wallace is elected Chair for 2012/13.”  

CO039/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Further to minute CO011/12 the Assistant Parish Clerk advised that the gardening competition forms had been delivered with the parish newsletter. The Clerk referred to the planning application of Elmfield Court and confirmed that planning permission has been granted after consultation with neighbours.  
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO040/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures. 
CO041/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. 
RESOLVED
That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO042/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· A reply had been received from NCC in connection with the problem with travellers at Cambois; a draft protocol for moving travellers on and an invitation to have a meeting to discuss various issues had also been received. A consultation paper had also been received from NCC identifying a short list of 5 travellers sites within South East Northumberland from which one would be chosen.

· A meeting had been held with Inspector Karren Murray and PC Steve Mcintosh to discuss issues concerning the travellers and anti social behaviour at Bedlington Station

· Notification of Drop In sessions in connection with the Northumberland Development Plan Core Strategy had been received. Drop ins would take place on Wednesday 20th June Salvation Army Hall &Thursday 5th July at Bedlington Community Centre.
· The Council’s insurance had increased to over £1000 as a result of the installation of the new gym equipment in the free wood

· A NAC seminar on renewable energy/ New technology & Carbon reduction was to be held at the Windsor Hotel, Whitley Bay, 22-24th June at a cost of £295 + Vat

· An invitation to the Samaritans AGM had been received for Thursday 14th June at 7.30pm in the Park Suite, Ashington Leisure Centre

· An invitation to Bedlington Station First School’s centenary celebrations had been received for Saturday 30th June at 2.oopm         

RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO043/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	V6
	Wadds – Beach Shelter repairs
	262.40

	V7
	Uk Office Direct – Pedestal & steel cabinet
	323.96

	V8
	J A Ainsworth – Internal Audit fee
	250.00

	v9
	Rural Property services – Lease East Sleekburn Allotments
	60.00

	v10
	Alex Wallace – Chairs Travel expenses
	48.80

	V11
	Data Protection Registrar – Annual DP registration
	35.00

	v12
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois & East Sleekburn Allotments
	164.84

	Direct Debit
	BT – One Account - telephony
	53.43

	v13
	Keenleysides - sundries
	6.88

	v14
	National Association of Local Councils - subscriptions
	745.76

	v15
	S Oliver – Allotment Rent refund
	54.00

	v16
	Clerks expenses – phones, stationery, window cleaner, refreshments  
	100.77


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO044/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported that the following income had been received.
· Allotment Rent £606.00
· Vat Refund £4867.14

RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO045/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 21st May 2012 of £111,139.78.
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO046/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 30th April 2012 as attached at appendix C. 
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO047/12
11. POLICE REPORT -
No police report.

CO048/12
12. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts for year ending 31 March 2012. He drew attention to the 

Net Expenditure for the year (- £38,867) and explained that this was due to the accounting treatment of funds (£40,000) which had been placed in a long term deposit account and had to be accounted for as capital expenditure. In reality the Council’s financial position had improved by £1,133.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Financial Accounts are approved.

(2) That the Chair be authorised to sign part A of the Audit Commission Return on behalf of the Council. 
CO049/12
13 ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
The Council considered an internal audit report which had been prepared by MR J Ainsworth and dated 26th April 2012.

RESOLVED
That the Internal Audit report is received and the recommendations therein be implemented as follows;

(1) That Financial regulation 11.1 be amended in order that the Council can negotiate with a contractor who is already onsite

(2) That regular budget reports are considered by the Finance working Group for the first six months of the year followed by formal reporting from month 6 onward.
CO050/12
14. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE 

The Clerk explained that the Council was required to provide certain assurances regarding its systems, procedures and controls as part of the external audit process. Before the meeting was the relevant completed section of the Audit Commission return which provides these assurances.

RESOLVED

That the Annual Governance Statement be approved. 

CO051/12
15. PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT

The Assistant Parish Clerk, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that;

· The Parish Plan Steering Group had met twice in May and work has concentrated on streamlining and consolidating the action plans
· A tour of the Port of Blyth Development is to be arranged. This will help the Steering Group develop the economy and enterprise section of the plan

· The Steering Group have expressed an interest in being involved in the development of a new community group and to establish a community hub in the former Bedlington Station residents Building. This is in keeping with the actions identified during the Parish planning process. Thanks were noted for the expertise and support of David Francis & Louise Currie. 

RESOLVED.

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.
CO052/12
16. CLOSURE OF BEDLINGTON STATION RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

The Clerk announced the closure of the Bedlington Station Residents Association on 30 June 2012. This had implications for user groups who were concerned that the BRSA building might close and also the Parish Council as the remaining occupiers of the building in terms of liability for business rates.

There were two options available to the Council as follows;

(a) To take over the running of the building itself, or

(b) To form a new Community Association    
The advantage of option (A) is that the Council would have total control; however, the disadvantage is that it would have to pay the business rates. The advantages of option (B) are that the new association would be a registered charity and therefore qualify for business rate relief; it would encourage greater community participation and would have access to grant funding opportunities that are not available to a Parish Council.

The clerk advised that a meeting with David Francis, Community Action Northumberland had taken place to seek advice on constitutional matters with a view to setting up a Community Association and a draft constitution is now being drawn up by them. Members were requested to endorse the preferred option to form a new Community Association   

RESOLVED

That the Parish Clerk be authorised to assist in the creation of a new Community Association that would take over responsibility for the running of the BSRA building with effect from 1 July 2012.
CO053/12
17. MATTERS FOR DECISION
(17.1)  To consider the following resolution to amend standing orders;

“The duration of meetings shall be a maximum of 1hour 30 minutes unless the Council resolves to extend it”.

RESOLVED

That Standing Orders be amended in accordance with the resolution.
(17.2) To consider whether the Parish wishes to make representations to the Planning Inspectorate regarding the RES (Bio Mass) power station application and to register as an interested party should it wish to do so. It was noted that the Chair Councillor Alex Wallace was the Chair of the RES Liaison Group however, he was not there as Parish Chairman and not to represent the views of the Parish Council.
RESOLVED

That the Council does not register as an interested party.
(17.3)
To consider the recommendation of the Finance Working Group held on 15 May 2012 as follows;

That the Assistant Parish Clerk’s contract of employment be increased from 15 hours to 20 hours per week with effect from 1st June 2012 in order to meet increased work load.


RESOLVED

That the Assistant Parish Clerks Contract of Employment be amended in accordance with the recommendation.
CO054/12 
18. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
To Council considered a request for a donation towards Bedlington Community Junior High Schools Breakfast Club.
RESOLVED

That a donation of £500 is approved.
CO055/12
19. WORKING GROUPS

(1) The respective Champions of each working group reported as follows;

Planning & Corporate Strategy

The Chair advised that there had not been a working group meeting since the Council meeting on 1 May 2012. Referring to the planning decision in relation to Elmfield Court he advised that planning permission had been given to erect a fence following withdrawal of neighbours objections.    
Allotments & Environment
Councillor Stewart summarised the minutes of the Allotments & Environment Working Group on 15th May. The salient points were as follows;

· A policy was needed regarding allotment joint tenancy agreements
· There had been no further progress regarding the availability of the Probation service to help remove rubbish 
· The allotment Boundaries still needed to be confirmed

· Watering of summer hanging baskets was possible at week ends but this would be charge at time and a half. Colin Green (NCC) had suggested the purchase of containers with reservoirs for next year

· Funds may be available for wild flowers to plant in the Free Wood
· NCC had been requested to provide an estimate for works at Khan’s corner

· NCC had promised to make the caged refuse vehicle available for a clean up of derelict land at Bedlington Station

Heritage, Culture & Leisure 
Councillor Alyson Wallace provided an update. She referred to an article in the News Post Leader that was critical of the Council installing the outdoor Gym in the Free Wood due to horses been spooked by users. Councillor Wallace felt that the criticism was unfair and did not reflect the vast majority of parishioner’s views who had welcomed its installation. She also announced plans to have a grand opening event once the gateway feature had been completed later in the year.
Publicity, Communications & IT   

Councillor Armstrong advised that the 2nd edition of the Parish Council newsletter was in the process of being delivered to every household within the Parish. The P C &IT working group would also be considering a draft Communications Strategy prepared by the Assistant Parish Clerk, at its next meeting.
Finance
Councillor summarised a number of items that were putting pressure on available finance including, costs associated with the running of the building, staffing, insurance and publicity. He advised that a comprehensive budget review would take place in order to identify areas where savings might be made.  
Schools and Communities

Councillor Parker provided an update on the Matthew project and arrangements for tree planting at each school within the Parish to commemorate QE II Diamond Jubilee. He referred to the Stead lane that had been well attended and to future school events as advertised in the recent news letter.
 RESOLVED.

(1) That the reports of the working groups and agreed actions be noted.

CO056/12
20. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair enquired whether the Parish had received an updated draft of the charter for Parish Councils and the Clerk advised that this had not yet been received and that he would follow this up. The Chair also advised of the outcome of the Local transport consultation exercise. He advised that the council’s number 1 priority (the widening of Barrington Road) had been rejected on the basis of cost (£170,000). In respect of Solar warning signs the Council was advised that these are normally funded through the Councillors small grant scheme. Finally, he referred to the Council’s third priority which was for a pedestrian bridge linking North Blyth to Blyth itself and reported that this was under consideration.  

RESOLVED

1) That the information provided is noted.

CO057/12
21. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 3rd July 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at Bedlington Station Resident’s Association.



Meeting Closed 8.00pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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