

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4 September 2012 at 6 pm at East Bedlington Parish office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:

Councillors:


D. Armstrong
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
C Parker

J. Dobie

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

An allotment holder addressed the meeting regarding his request to become a joint tenant. He put forward a number of points that he hoped could be taken into consideration. These included his ability to manage a full plot, the effects of a very wet growing period, the absence of a clear policy preventing joint tenancies and his willingness to vacate his existing plot. The Clerk pointed out the pitfalls of joint tenancies being used as a mechanism to jump the waiting list and the danger of setting a precedent. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Allotments & Environment Working Group who would report back with their recommendations.   

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. Colin Heathcote of South Northumberland Radio Group gave a presentation in support of his small grant application (agenda item 15.1). The Chair thanked Colin and ensured him that his presentation would be taken into account in reaching a decision. 
County Councillor Val Tyler advised that no councillor could give to the radio group as this was revenue expenditure. Councillor Tyler then gave details of the Christmas shoe box appeal that was being organised by the MOD on behalf of the Armed forces. She also made reference to the recent SUSTRANS opening event in Gallagher Park and expressed her disappointment at not having been invited.

In response to a question from a member of the public in connection with litter on the railway crossing at Bedlington Station the Chair advised that this was A MATTER FOR Network Rail. Councillor Val Tyler added that the Rail Users liaison group was still meeting and that the matter could be referred to them.    
CO080/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A. Pegg A. Douglas, & I Harbottle

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO081/12
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

(1) That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd July 2012 is signed as a correct record.

CO082/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
With reference to minute CO063/12 the Clerk confirmed that there had been no further contact from the police in connection with the vandalised picnic table in the Free Wood. He also confirmed that he had not yet received a revised invoice in connection with Play areas that had be incorrectly charged for by NCC. With reference to minute CO074 the Clerk confirmed that 2 new notice boards were on order but had been delayed due to the French holiday period. With reference to minute CO078, the Chair advised that Wansbeck CVS had requested a meeting to discuss the Council’s proposals.  
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
(ii) That the Clerk to contact WCVS to arrange a meeting.
CO083/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Councillor Brian Richmond declared an interest in respect of agenda item 7 (appendix B, payment reference 50), he being related to the contractor. 
CO084/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. 
With reference to item 341 (Planning 2 – 4 Clayton St) the Chair advised that this was to convert half the premises into a café. Councillor Parker referred to item 349 (Bedlington High School Breakfast Cub letter of thanks). With reference to item 359 the Clerk advised that Members need to complete new declarations of interest in accordance with the revised code. 
RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.
(ii) That the Clerk circulates the declaration of interest forms for completion within 28 days.
CO085/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· A meeting had taken place with members and Officers of NCC to discuss transfer of services in 2013/14. He advised that 3 sites had been up for discussion, namely, Grange Park, the Playing field at the rear of Wembley Terrace and Gallagher Park. It had been made clear that any transfer would be subject to the transfer of the land and it was pointed out that Wembley terrace was on private land. The Clerk also believed that Grange Park was owned by Bernicia.

· With reference to Gallagher Park he advised that there was on-going debate as to the status of the park, e.g. whether it was a country park and/or strategic park which could impact on by which authority should manage it. A direct question had been asked of NCC’s Leadership regarding the proceeds from the sale of Bedlington Golf Club and it was confirmed that this money existed and that NCC would consider projects for funding that would deliver sport & Leisure in Bedlington.

· Millhouse Developments had offered a 30 year lease on 16 & 17 Station Street which had been accepted by the East Bedlington Community Centre Management Committee.       
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO086/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	29
	NUM (Northumberland Area
	25.00

	30
	Uk Office Direct - print cartridges & stationery
	225.43

	DD
	BT - One Account
	31.89

	31
	The Banks Group - Deposit
	1000.00

	32
	East Bedlington Community Centre
	144.90

	33
	East Bedlington Community Centre
	650.00

	34
	Bob Oliver (EBCC) - flourescent tubes
	50.22

	35
	Northumbrian Water - Cambois Allotments
	117.52

	35
	Northumbrian Water - East Sleekburn Allotments
	85.72

	36
	Northumberland County Council
	2789.22

	37
	Helens plants
	810.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	18.02

	38
	Morpeth Welding Ltd
	96.00

	39
	Birch Landscapes
	1056.00

	40
	Keenleysides - (Electricity)
	35.71

	40
	Keenleysides - Change locks
	29.16

	41
	R Thornton
	32.50

	DD
	BT - One Account
	60.81

	42
	Woodhorn Charitable Trust - Free Wood Panels
	34.25

	43
	Mini Pony Hire - BIBS Fun Day
	240.00

	44
	R Thornton - Clerks expenses
	239.24

	45
	Nicola Bickerton - Face Paints Cambois Fun Day
	100.00

	46
	Barry Mead - Tile making
	335.00

	47
	Glasdon
	2374.86

	48
	Glasdon
	1631.41

	49
	NCC Payroll - August
	2561.09

	50
	Cox & Richmond
	340.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	7.35

	
	
	


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO087/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported that bank Interest on short term deposits of £61.10 had been received.
RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO088/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 28th June 2012 of £84,836.62 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO089/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st July 2012 as attached at appendix C. 
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO090/12
11.BUDGET REVIEW 
Further to minute CO068/12 members considered recommendations of the Finance working Group (attached at Appendix D) in relation to financing the revised spending plans and a revised budget (attached at Appendix E). 
RESOLVED

(1) That the revised spending plans (attached at appendix D) are approved.
(2) That the revised budget (attached at Appendix E) is approved. 

CO091/12
12 POLICE REPORT
A written report for July prepared by PC Steve McIntosh was circulated at the meeting.
RESOLVED
That the Police report is noted.
CO091/12
13.  PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Assistant Parish Clerk, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that;

· the Steering Group had met on a single occasion since the last meeting.

· the Parish Plan was almost complete and would be submitted to the Corporate Strategy Working Group prior to presentation to Full Council.

RESOLVED

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.

CO092/12
14. OFFICE ACCOMODATION
The Clerk outlined the proposed rent (£100 per week) set by East Bedlington Community Centre from April 2013 onwards.
RESOLVED.

That the revised rent for 2013/14 is approved.
CO093/12
15. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
Members considered the following;

(1) Small grant application from South Northumberland Radio Group.

(2) Donation to Woodhorn Charitable Trust.

RESOLVED

(1) That a donation of £50 be approved for Woodhorn Charitable Trust.

(2) That the small grant application to SNRG be declined and that the Clerk should write explaining the Council’s decision whilst wishing the Group well with their venture.
CO094/12
16. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered an application for financial assistance from Bedlingtonshire Development Trust, various training events and invitations to attend meetings.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Council approve £450 for the purchase of a bin at Gallagher Park.

(2) That any member wishing to attend the NAC Tourism conference should contact the Clerk

(3) That the NAC certificate for Councillors course be declined. 
(4) That the Council will not be represented at the NHS Clinical Commissioning workshop

(5) That the Council will not be represented at the Communities & Place Scrutiny Committee on 17 September.

CO095

RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE MEETING
The Chair moved to waive standing order xxx and to extend the meeting by a maximum of 30 minutes to allow the conclusion of business.
RESOLVED 

The motion was carried unanimously.

CO096/12
18. WORKING GROUPS

The Chair directed members to the minutes of the 3 working groups which included 2 sets of minutes for both Finance and Allotments & Environment and a single set of minutes for Heritage & culture and invited questions to be directed to the relevant champions. 
In response to a query concerning allotments, Councillor Stewart commented on the considerable investment that the Council had made at Cambois. Despite this there were a number of tenants who were not maintaining their plots to acceptable standards. He advised that inspections would take place with a view to serving notice on those in breach of their tenancy agreements. He had concerns regarding the progress on the Friends of Cambois First School plot and would be seeking a meeting with the Head teacher, Paul Frost to determine the viability of continuing with the project.
The Chair referred to the minutes of the Heritage & Culture Working Group and recorded the Council’s appreciation for the efforts of Irene Webster who had helped judge the Gardening Competition. Jenny Tindale advised that the presentation would take place after the Parish Council meeting on 2nd October 2012. It was noted that Bernicia had sponsored a category and their support was much appreciated.
 RESOLVED.

(1) That the reports of the working groups and agreed actions be noted.

CO097/12
19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Councillor Val Tyler announced that she had given £5,000 to Stead lane first school to purchase IT equipment. The Chair reminded those present that EBPC would be supporting EBCC to host a McMillan coffee morning on Friday 28th September which would include a book sale, cake stall and tombola. He also requested the Assistant Clerk to explore fund raising opportunities to support the work of PAWS to whom he had occasion to visit recently. Councillor Stewart commented that any fund raising initiative would have to be led by EBCC.   

 RESOLVED

CO098/12
22. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 2nd October 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.50pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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