

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 2 October 2012 at 6 pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
C Parker

J. Dobie
A. Pegg

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

An allotment holder addressed the meeting regarding his request to become a joint tenant putting forward further arguments in support of his case. One such argument was that he had signed up to an agreement with the former Wansbeck District Council, (that had arrangements for Joint tenancies), and since EBPC had not issued a policy to the contrary, that still stood. The Clerk was of the opinion that the Parish was not bound by policies of previous Authorities. He explained that the issues had been considered by the Allotments & Environment Working Group and that their recommendations would be considered under item 15 on the agenda.   

Councillor Val Tyler referred to the minutes of the open session of the previous meeting. In connection with the SUSTRANS opening event in Gallagher Park she clarified that her disappointment was that no members from East Bedlington Parish Council had been invited.

A member of the public referred to an NCC consultation drop-in event concerning Local Development orders and sought the Council’s views on those in and around the river Blyth estuary. The Chair indicated that the Council was broadly in favour of the Economic Enterprise zones as these would help bring new jobs to the area. However, the Council was not in favour of jobs at any price and that it was “Green Jobs” that were needed.   
CO099/12

MOTION TO VARY THE ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Chair moved to vary the order of business in order to allow the Police Officer present to deliver his report and return to his duties.
RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.
CO100/12
14. POLICE REPORT

The police officer provided an update on the latest crime statistics which showed an overall reduction of 13%, with anti-social behaviour down 11% and Youth related disorder down 21%. As a result of ASB initiatives deployed by the police, 3 offenders has been arrested for criminal damage and a further 6 Youths had be apprehended by using CCTV footage from the camera on the Clayton corner.
In response to a question from Councillor Richmond the officer explained that there had been no further cuts in staffing. Councillor Armstrong referred to speeding along Station Street and the officer indicated that speed checks had recently been carried out in the area. Reference was made to horse riding and to specific incidents involving bare-back riding on the Barrington Road that had caused considerable disruption to traffic. In response the officer acknowledged the incidents and explained that action was being taken regarding the Barrington Road incident but that responsible riding throughout the Parish is not an offence.    

RESOLVED
That the Police report is received and that the officer is thanked for his contribution.

CO0101/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A. Stewart A. Douglas, & I Harbottle.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO102/12
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

(1) That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th September 2012 are signed as a correct record.

CO103/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Armstrong referred to minute CO085/12 and sought clarification regarding the transfer of play areas, parks & playing fields. The Clerk advised that the transfer of land was a pre–requisite for the Council taking over parks or playing fields; however, this was not an issue for taking over the maintenance of play areas which was currently under consideration.

Referring to Gallagher Park he advised that the County Council had had a re-think as to its status. As a Country Park it would continue to be the responsibility of NCC however, the playing fields would be transferred. The Clerk explained that the initial costs provided were for the maintenance of the whole park and therefore he had asked officers to identify those costs specifically applicable to the playing fields. He advised that the initial meeting held with NCC had been exploratory and that it had always been their intention to hold further discussions.    
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO0104/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were not disclosures of interests.
CO105/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. 
RESOLVED
(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO106/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· Planning permission had been granted for the Global Rail sculpture in the Free Wood.

· NCC’s planning department had advised that planning permission was not necessary for the installation of the outdoor gym at Cambois which was now on order and would be installed in approximately 6 weeks time.

· Referral Orders had been given to the 3 youths involved in the arson attacks on the picnic tables in the Free Wood and he had been involved in deciding what community work might be appropriate.

· A scheme to convert the gap fill site (formerly Mattie Robinsons) into a park with a pathway accessing the car park at the rear was being progressed. This would be subject to obtaining the necessary planning permission, lease of the land and funding of the scheme.

· The signage for East Bedlington Community Centre would be installed on 3rd October 2012.

· The additional notice boards approved for installation at Bedlington and Cambois were now in store and that he would be consulting on their precise locations.       
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.
CO107/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	DD
	British Gas
	47.25

	51
	Councillor A Wallace - travel expenses
	56.00

	52
	Ian Balance - Window Cleaner
	80.00

	DD
	BT - One Account
	62.59

	53
	Azure Charitable Enterprises
	173.88

	54
	Birch Landscapes
	504.00

	55
	Keenleysides
	27.93

	56
	NCC 
	180.00

	57
	R Thornton - Clerks expenses
	284.79

	58
	BDO LLP
	660.00

	BACS
	Northumberland County Council - Precept
	0.00

	59
	NCC Payroll - Sept
	2561.09

	60
	UK Office Direct
	77.72

	61
	SLCC -Subs
	157.00

	62
	SLCC Northumberland
	30.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	15.15

	63
	M Doherty - EBCC painting
	850.00


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO108/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported that the second instalment of the Parish precept of £37,501 had been received.
RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO109/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 27th September 2012 of £116,632.74 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO110/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st August 2012 as attached at appendix C. 
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO111/12
11.BUDGET REVIEW 
Members considered the half year budget report (attached at Appendix D) and the recommendations of the Finance Working Group in relation to financing additional costs for the Stead Lane environmental enhancement project. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the half year budget report be received.
(2) That an additional £3,000 is approved for the Stead Lane Environmental Scheme and that this is funded from virement of £2,000 from the Allotments budget and £1,000 from the small grants budget. 

CO112/12
12 ANNUAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS
The Clerk advised that the Annual Audit of Accounts had been completed and an unqualified opinion had been given. The audit had not identified any matters that needed to be brought to the attention of the Council. He referred to the statutory notice which was on display in the window. 
RESOLVED
That the External Auditor’s certificate and opinion are received.
CO113/12
13.  COUNCILLORS CODE OF CONDUCT
The Clerk advised that the Localism Act 2011 required Local Council’s to adopt a new code of conduct on or after 1st July 2012. He advised that the new code was not in a prescribed format. Both NCC and NALC had produced draft codes of conduct and the Clerk recommended the adoption of the later.
He explained that once a new code had been adopted there was a requirement to complete a declaration of interests form within 28 days and that the Council was required to display this on their web site.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Council adopts the NALC code of conduct for councillors.
(2) That declaration of interest’s forms is issued by the Clerk for completion and return within 28 days.

CO114/12
15. ALLOTMENTS – JOINT TENANCIES
The Clerk referred to the recommendations of the Allotments & Environment Working Group. He advised that other general rules such as the requirement to reside within the Parish were not effect by the recommendations. For clarity he advised that both Joint tenants would need to reside in the Parish.
RESOLVED
That it is the policy of East Bedlington Parish Council to allow joint tenancies in the following circumstances; 
(1) At the outset when the tenancy agreement is signed.
(2) Where an existing plot holder gives up their plot to become a joint tenant of another subject to;
a. The council being satisfied with the condition of their plot. 

b. An application for a joint tenancy by the existing tenant.

(3) That all existing tenants be notified of the Council’s Policy.
CO115/12
16. WORKING GROUPS
The Chair directed members to the minutes of the 4 working groups which included minutes of the Community Cohesion WG on 13 September; Finance on 18th September, Heritage & Culture on 20th September and Allotments & Environment on 24th September and invited questions of the respective champions. 

There were no questions forthcoming however, Councillor Parker commented on the success of the schools summer fairs and the intention to provide trees to commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee.

RESOLVED

(1) That the minutes of the working groups be received.
CO116/12
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair referred to the Joint Parish / County Council meeting on Wednesday 10th October and suggested that Councillor Stewart, Alyson Wallace and he attend. 
 RESOLVED

That the above Councillors attend.
CO117/12
18. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 6th November 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.20pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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