

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 3 July 2012 at 6 pm at East Bedlington Parish office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
B Richmond (Vice Chair)

A Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

Alyson Wallace
I Harbottle

C Parker

A Douglas

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed those present and invited questions from the public. County Councillor Val Tyler updated the meeting for the proposed closure and re-opening of the first schools in East Bedlington Parish. The Chair commented on the planning application for new modular units at Stead Lane. Councillor Tyler advised that permission was being sought to close a right of way which allow children direct access to the playing fields.    
CO058/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major,J. Dobie & A. Pegg

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO059/12
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved

(1) That minutes of the Annual Assembly Meeting held on 29th May is signed as a correct record.
(2) That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 29th May 2012 is signed as a correct record.

CO060/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Stewart commented that Bedlington Station First School Fair had been well attended and Councillor Parker referred to the effort that had been put into the event by the School.
RESOLVED   
(i)That the matters arising be noted.
CO061/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures. 
CO062/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. 
RESOLVED
That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk be noted.

CO063/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;
· That 6 students from Bedlington Station High School had assisted the Council’s contractor in the planting of the flower beds adjacent to the old Station platform. Certificates were to be provided by the Parish.

· That 3 picnic tables had been destroyed in Dene Park and confirmation on the number of arrests made by the Police was awaited.

· That a Trust deed had been signed and a Management Committee formed for the newly created East Bedlington Community Centre.

· That an invoice had been received from NCC that included a recharge for Play Areas, however these were still on special expense and the Chair confirmed that a charge had appeared for the same on Council Tax demands.  
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO064/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	Amount

£

	17
	Morpeth Welding Ltd
	324.00

	18
	Northumberland County Council
	2937.49

	Direct debit
	Bank Charges
	9.55

	19
	Carers Northumberland
	25.00

	20
	Community Consultaion - Insurance
	1033.18

	21
	Bedlington Station 1st School
	1200.00

	22
	Cambois 1st School
	1200.00

	23
	Stead Lane 1st School
	1200.00

	24
	Bedlington Community Junior High School
	500.00

	25
	Michael Wood Design Ltd
	1220.00

	Direct debit
	BT - One Account
	60.33

	26
	Glasdon
	189.61

	27
	Northumberland County Council
	2336.07

	Direct debit
	Bank Charges
	25.63

	28
	Clerks expenses
	54.22


RESOLVED
That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO065/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported that the following income had been received.
· Allotment Rent £216.00
· Bank Interest £903.37
RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO066/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION
The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 28th June 2012 of £99,944.07
RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO067/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION
The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st May 2012 as attached at appendix C. 
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation be approved.

CO068/12
11.BUDGET REVIEW (1st Quarter)

The Clerk announced that there had been a number of significant changes to the annual budget and a number of variances had been identified. He advised the following;
· Salary costs had increased as a result of additional hours for the Assistant Parish Clerk, however this is partially offset by a reduction in anticipated consultancy costs.

· Publicity costs were likely to be significantly higher that first anticipated due to the frequency of newsletters and potential increase in delivery costs.

· Following a successful bid for funding for an outdoor gym on Cambois links there was an additional cost representing the Parish Council’s contribution to the project.

· Subject to approval of agenda item 16 there would be an increased budget requirement of £6,000.

The Clerk advised that a number of potential areas for savings had been identified and would be considered by the Finance Working Group.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Budget report be noted.

(2) That the costs associated with the delivery of news letters appear as a budget item on the next Parish Council agenda. 

CO069/12
12. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY
The Assistant Parish Clerk outlined the provisions within the Communications Strategy attached at Appendix F of the Agenda. It was noted that this was an evolving document which would be reviewed and updated regularly.
RESOLVED

That the Communications Strategy is adopted.
CO070/12
13 POLICE REPORT
A written report prepared by PC Steve McIntosh was circulated at the meeting.
RESOLVED
That the Police report is noted.
CO071/12
14.  PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP REPORT
The Assistant Parish Clerk, Mrs Jenny Tindale provided an update. She advised that;

· The group had met on 2 occasions since the previous meeting

· A first incomplete draft Parish Plan has been reviewed by the Steering Group. Outstanding items included Economy & enterprise and Health & Social Care. It was anticipated that a completed draft would be presented to the Publicity & Communications working group in August with a view to coming to full Council in September.

The Chair asked if any elected members would like to join the Steering Group when they attended a tour of the Port of Blyth later in the month.  
RESOLVED

That the Parish Plan Steering Group’s report be noted.

CO072/12
15. EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Clerk advised of the inauguration of East Bedlington Community Centre and the provisions within the trust deed dated 2nd July 2012. He advised that East Bedlington Parish Council was the custodian trustee for the former Bedlington Station Resident’s Association building and that the Parish Council had the right to elect 3 trustees on to the Management Committee.
RESOLVED.

That the Parish Clerk, Assistant parish Clerk and Councillor Colin Parker be appointed.
CO073/12
16. EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE – CONTRIBUTION TO START UP COSTS
Members considered making a grant to EBCC of up to £6,000 in order to pay for new signage and essential improvements including interior and exterior decorating, upgrading of the heating system and new blinds. All work would be paid for by the Parish in order that the VAT can be recovered allowing maximum benefit to the Community Centre. 

RESOLVED

That a grant of up to £6000 be approved for the items identified with the proviso that no funding would be provided for Capital works until such time as a lease was in place.
CO074/12
17. MATTERS FOR DECISION
(17.1)  The Council considered the draft consultation document attached at Appendix E in connection with a preferred site for travelers.

RESOLVED

That the Council should not register any preferred option.
(17.2) The Council considered an invitation from NCC for a meeting to discuss traveler issues
RESOLVED

That the Council decline NCC’s invitation.
(17.3)
The Council considered requests for an additional 2 notice boards at Stead lane and Cambois at a cost of approximately £900. 


RESOLVED

That the requests be approved.
CO075/12
18. WORKING GROUPS

The Chair directed members to the minutes of the 3 working group that had met since the previous meeting and invited questions to be directed to the relevant champions. It was generally agreed that the procedure of distributing minutes of the working groups was beneficial in that it kept members fully informed and helped to expedite proceedings.
Councillor Colin Parker advised that whilst a Community Cohesion Working Group had not taken place that he would be attending Cambois First School to hand out prizes on Friday 6th July and he reminded councillors that their fair will take place on Wednesday 11 July from 2pm to 6pm ending in a music extravaganza.
 RESOLVED.

(1) That the reports of the working groups and agreed actions be noted.

CO076/12
19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 The Clerk advised that an item of correspondence had been received from the Bedlingtonshire Development Trust requesting funding for a bin in Gallagher Park. He advised that a decision could not be made at this meeting as it was not an agenda item but given that the Council would be in recess in August he wished to gauge support to indicate to the trust the likelihood of financial support being approved.

RESOLVED

That the Development Trust’s request be placed on the agenda of the next meeting for a formal decision.
CO077/12
20. EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
The Council considered whether to exclude the public & press before discussing the next item on the agenda on the grounds that the report contains commercially sensitive information.

RESOLVED

That the Press & Public be excluded.
CO078/12
21.  REQUEST FOR FUNDING BY WANSBECK CVS
Further to minute CO022/12 the Assistant Parish Clerk presented a report regarding a funding request from Wansbeck CVS. Members were unanimous in their support to provide funding advice to Community Groups but were keen to ensure that direct benefit came to groups within the Parish.
RESOLVED
That an offer of financial assistance / payment in kind be made to Wansbeck CVS in line with option C of the report and should this offer be declined that alternative infrastructure organisations with suitably qualified staff be approached.
CO079/12
22. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 4th September 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.



Meeting Closed 7.27pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………        Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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