

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6 November 2012 at 6pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
J. Dobie

A. Douglas
B. Richmond (Vice Chair)
A. Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair announced the death of Les Paton a much respected community campaigner and requested all present to join him in observing a minutes silence as a mark of respect. He then invited the audience for questions in connection with the business which was about to be conducted. There were no questions forthcoming from the floor. 

CO0118/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A. Pegg, I Harbottle, C Parker & Alyson Wallace.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO119/12
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2012 are signed as a correct record.

CO119/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


With reference to minute CO100/12 Councillor Stewart raised the issue of installing a permanent CCTV camera at the Clayton corner. The Clerk reported that NCC had encouraged an alternative strategy whereby a temporary camera had been installed. He advised that the Council had vired £5,000 of the CCTV budget to fund other environmental projects. Should the Council wish to go ahead with a permanent camera it would need to be considered as a budget item for 2013/14.
With reference to CO103/12 in connection with Gallagher Park the Clerk provided an update regarding the potential transfer of the playing fields. He explained that it appeared that NCC would retain it as their asset however a definitive answer had not yet been given.

RESOLVED   

(i) That the matters arising be noted.

CO120/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillor B Richmond declared an interest in respect of agenda item 7, His son’ 
CO121/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed. The Chair referred to correspondence relating to the preferred method of communication (e-mail) of planning notifications and in response the Clerk advised that NCC were now giving the matter further consideration due to capacity issues with smaller parishes.  
RESOLVED

(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.

CO122/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· Work had been commissioned on the Global Rail sculpture in the Free Wood & the information boards had been installed.

· Notices had been served on a number of allotment tenants and a further inspection would take place on 14 November.

· The outdoor gym on Cambois links would be installed in January 2013.

· That the Business Plan for East Bedlington Community Centre had been submitted and that the leadership had been invited to a 3 way meeting with EBPC, EBCC and themselves.  
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO123/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	64
	Woodhorn - Donation for trip to Beamish
	50.00

	65
	Morpeth Welding Ltd
	114.00

	66
	East Bedlington Community Centre
	650.00

	67
	Marty's Shoe Repairs – Garden Competition trophies
	232.50

	68
	Keenleysides
	25.61

	68
	Keenleysides
	104.27

	69
	Hartford Catering
	59.40

	70
	Cox & Richmond – Roof repairs
	505.00

	DD
	BT - One Account
	55.92

	71
	Pure Diplay Ltd – Window displays
	950.76

	72
	Keenleysides - EBCC Buildings Insurance (rechargeable)
	1395.20

	73
	Roses
	20.00

	74
	Phillips Design Ltd - EBCC grant -Facia Sign
	1101.60

	75
	NCC Payroll - Oct
	2561.09

	76
	Northumbrian water - Cambois Allotments
	154.24

	76
	Northumbrian Water - East Sleekburn Allotments
	56.32

	DD
	Bank Charges
	9.05

	77
	UK Office Direct
	95.98

	78
	Pure Display Ltd – Window displays
	104.64

	79
	Tom Maley – Free Wood Sculpture
	8500.00

	79
	Tom Maley – Free Wood Sculpture
	1500.00

	80
	Fresh air Fitness – Out Door Gym – Cambois Links
	4672.11

	81
	Alex Wallace – Chair’s travel expenses
	61.60


The Chair referred to various items requesting more detail which was provided by the Clerk and included in the above schedule.
RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO124/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported income of £52.00 in respect of outstanding allotment rent. He advised that £2 was still outstanding and that a letter had been sent to the tenant advising him of this.

RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO125/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 31st October 2012 of £95,394 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO126/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 30th September 2012 as attached at appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO127/12
11. EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE BUSINESS PLAN.
The Council considered making a financial contribution of £5,000 for 2013/14 and £12,500 from 2014/15 onwards and other arrangements put forward in the business plan.

RESOLVED.
(1) That the financial contributions outlined are approved.

(2) That the other arrangements put forward in the business plan be agreed in principle but referred to the Finance Working Group for their recommend ions on the detail.

CO128/12
12.PUBLICITY BUDGET
The Council consider increasing the publicity budget to allow three publications of the Parish Newsletter to be published in the current financial year at an increased annual cost of £1250.
RESOLVED.
That the increased budget is approved.

CO129/12
13.WEBSITE UPGRADE

The Council considered upgrading to the “Gold Package” at a one off cost of £250 (Development) and an additional £100 per annum for web hosting/support.

RESOLVED.
That the upgrade is approved at the costs outlined above.

CO130/12
14. ALLOTMENTS

14.1The Council considered the future of the Fiends of Cambois First School Community Garden. Councillor Stewart advised that amicable discussions had taken placed with the Head Teacher (Paul Frost) and it had been agreed that it was in the best interests of all that the tenancy be terminated. He reiterated the Council’s commitment to the school and advised that redundant barrels would be placed outside the school. 

14.2 The Council considered an offer to purchase timber which had been provided for the Community Garden by the Parish.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Friend of Cambois Fist School’s tenancy be terminated.

(2) That the offer of £80 be accepted for the purchase of the timber referred to above.

CO131/12
15. BUDGET REPORT 
15.1
The Council considered the forecast outturn for 2012/13 attached at Appendix D.

15.2
The Council considered a list of growth items and special non- recurring items for inclusion in the base budget for 2013/14 attached at Appendix E.

15.3  The Council received an indicative calculation of the 2013/14 Budget requirement at Appendix F.

15.4
The Council considered the minimum amount to be held in reserves for 2013/14.

RESOLVED.
(1) That the forecast outturn for 2012/13 is noted.
(2) That the list of growth items and special non recurring items is approved with the exception of (litter bins £2,000) which is deferred to the Finance working Group.

(3) That the indicative budget calculation for 2013/14 is noted.

(4) That the minimum amount to be held in reserves for 2013/14 is set at £60,000.

CO132/12
16.SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS

The Council considered the following small grants and donations;

· People Painting for Health & Leisure

· Choysez

· Great North Air Ambulance

RESOLVED

That the following grants/ donations are approved;
(1) People Painting for Health & Leisure
£300

(2) Choysez




£250

(3) Great North Air Ambulance

 £50

CO133/12
17. POLICE REPORT

A written report was circulated at the meeting outlining the crime statistics up to the end of October.    

RESOLVED
That the Police report is received.
CO134/12
MOTION TO EXTEND THE MEETING 
The Chair moved to extend the meeting in order to conclude the business.

RESOLVED

That the meeting be extended by a maximum of 30 minutes. 

CO134/12
18. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;
18.1 Whether to attend NAC – AGM & Conference 23rd – 25th November, Bournemouth £295 per person. 

18.2 A request by NCC for multi use bin at access track (Newby Close) to Gallagher Park -cost £198.00.

RESOLVED.

(1) That anyone wishing to attend the NAC conference should contact the Clerk.

(2) That the request to install a bin is approved and that the funding be negotiated with NCC.

CO135/12
19. WORKING GROUPS
The Chair directed members to the minutes of the 5 working groups which included minutes of the Planning & Corporate Strategy on 9 October; Publicity & Communications on 10th October, Finance, Allotments & Environment on 16th October and Heritage Culture & Leisure on 18th October and invited questions of the respective champions. 

In response to a question in relation to Stead Lane environmental improvements the Clerk advised that a site visit had taken place and that officers of NCC had been advised of the budget and instructed to carry out the works. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the minutes of the working groups be received and the Clerks comments be noted.
CO136/12
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair requested confirmation of the arrangements for the Remembrance Day services. The Assistant Clerk advised of the following;

Cambois Primary School – Friday 9th – Meeting at the school at 10:40 arriving at the War Memorial at 10:45 and laying of the wreaths and crosses prior to observing a minutes silence at 11:00 am.

St Andrews Cambois – Sunday 11th – 10.30 followed by laying of wreaths

Salvation Army Bedlington Sunday 11th – 2.00pm followed by service at the Wr Memorial at 2:30pm.
RESOLVED

That the Councillors B Richmond and A Stewart represent the Council at the above
CO137/12
18. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 4th December 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 8.00pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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