

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4 December 2012 at 6pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:


D. Armstrong
J. Dobie

B. Richmond (Vice Chair)
A. Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

A. Pegg
Alyson Wallace
C Parker


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair opened the meeting by wishing everyone present at merry Christmas and a happy new year. He then invited the audience for questions in connection with the business which was about to be conducted.  
County Councillor Val Tyler announced that Gallagher Park has won the “I love my Park” QE2 status and had received £500 for winning the competition and it was reported that a further £27,000 of funding would be awarded through QE” status. It was noted that Malcolm Robinson had worked tirelessly on behalf of the Friends of Gallagher Park in securing this award. 
Councillor Tyler reported on a FOGP meeting that she had attended; she advised that the Group was seeking to develop a skate park in Gallagher Park, had expressed an interest in working in partnership with the Parish Council and requested the Parish’s support.

Councillor Tyler requested progress on the Gap Site at Bedlington Station stating that it was essential that estimates were submitted to NCC as soon as possible. The Clerk advised that he would seek urgent progress on this matter. The Chair welcomed Councillor Tyler’s comments in connection with the FOGP stating that the Council would be happy to consider giving its help and support in the future.
CO0138/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, I Harbottle & A. Douglas.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO139/12
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th November 2012 are signed as a correct record.

CO140/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


In connection with minute CO103/12, Councillor Stewart confirmed that the issue of the transfer of the playing fields at Gallagher Park still needed to be resolved and a further meeting with the NCC leadership would be sought. With reference to minute CO122/12 he thanked Councillor Val Tyler for taking the matter forward.

In connection with minute CO136/12 it was confirmed that Councillors Richmond and Stewart had represented the Parish at the various Remembrance services and it was noted that Councillor Dave Armstrong had also attended the service at Bedlington.

 RESOLVED   

(i) That the matters arising be noted.

CO141/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests. 
CO142/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed.   
The Clerk drew member’s attention to items 382 & 383. He explained that the Council was employing a funding officer from WCVS to offer support and advice to Groups based or providing services within the Parish including East Bedlington Community Centre. He also announced that the Allotments at Allgood Terrace had been legally transferred to the Parish and that Cambois allotments would follow on shortly.



Clarification was sought in respect of item 388 and it was confirmed that the footpath at the rear of Bedlington Station First School had been closed.
RESOLVED

(i) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.

CO143/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

He had recently attended a meeting with his peers where the future of cemeteries had been discussed. It was the consensus of those who attended that this service should remain with NCC and it was the Group’s intention to lobby for this outcome.

He announced that an important meeting was to take place on 10 December with Roger Styring in connection with EBCC’s business plan where officers and members would be in attendance.

Finally, he advised that a notice board had been erected at Wembley, Cambois and that another would soon be in situ near High Field House. 

RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO144/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	82
	Hilary's Blinds Ltd – 50% EBCC grant
	313.00

	83
	RBL Poppy Appeal Wreaths & Crosses
	126.00

	DD
	BT - One Account
	61.64

	84
	Keenleysides - Electricity 10/7 - 1/10/2012
	222.90

	84
	Keenleysides (rechargeable EBCC)
	7.88

	84
	Keenleysides (sundry items) EBCC grant 
	37.16

	84
	Keenleysides - water 1/8/ - 31/10/2012 (Rechargeable)
	68.68

	85
	Coquet Cleaning Services (£100 EBCC grant) 
	150.00

	86
	I Ballance - Windows 17/9; 1/10;15/10; 29/10 (£40.00 rechargeable)
	70.00

	87
	J A Tindale (Assistant Clerks exp)
	21.41

	88
	People Painting for Health & Leisure (small grant)
	300.00

	89
	Choysez (small grant)
	250.00

	90
	Great North Air Ambulance - donation
	50.00

	91
	R Thornton - Clerks expenses
	33.57

	92
	NCC Payroll - Nov
	2561.09

	93
	NCC - Planning Application (Gap Site)
	335.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	18.57


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO145/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported income of £80.00 in respect of the sale of timber which had been bought for the FOCFS Community Garden.
RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO146/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 30th November 2012 of £90,816.58 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO147/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st October 2012 as attached at appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO148/12
11. COUNCIL TAX BASE 2013/14
The Clerk provided a written report outlining the impact of the localizing support for Council Tax in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 2012. The Chair added that there was provision within the draft bill to introduce capping measures for those authorities who introduced excessive increases in their budgets. He went on to announce that a meeting of NALC and NCC had been organised for 19th December when NCC’s position would become clearer. 
RESOLVED.
That the Clerks report and the Chair’s comments be noted.
CO149/12
12.BUDGET REPORT
The Council considered the following items;
12.1
Forecast outturn for 2012/13 (Appendix D).

12.2
Budget projections for 2013/14 (including items approved at the previous meeting).

12.3
Growth and special non- recurring items for inclusion in the budget for 2013/14 attached at Appendix E.
12.4    A recommendation of the Finance Working Group for a 10% increase in the level of allotment rents (with the exception of Allotment Associations)  

RESOLVED.
(1) That items 12.1; 12.2 &12.3 are deferred to the Finance Working Group.
(2) That the proposed increase in allotment rents be approved.
CO150/12
13.POLICE REPORT
A written Police report was circulated. The assistant parish clerk referred to diversionary activities mentioned in their report and referred to EBCC’s business plan where such proposals had been identified. Councillor Val Tyler referred to NCC’s lack of CCTV equipment and questioned why they had discouraged the Parish from buying their own equipment earlier in the year.
RESOLVED.
That the Police report be noted.
CO151/12
14. ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk outlined the outcome of recent inspections of allotments at Cambois. He reported that 2 allotment holders had voluntarily given up their tenancies. A further 2 allotment holders had made an attempt to comply with the Council’s requirements and had been given more time to make further improvements. Unfortunately, 3 tenants had made no attempt to meet the Council’s requirements and had therefore been issued notice of termination of their tenancies.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Council approve the termination of tenancy of plots 509; 527 & 529.
CO152/12
15. WORKING GROUPS 
The Chair referred members to the minutes of the Allotments & Environment working Group and invited questions to the champion. Councillor Stewart responded to a number of issues, he advised;

· Daffodils were to be planted in the Wembley area to complete the Parish’s pledge to enhance its boundaries with floral displays
· That the grass had been cut on Cambois links in preparation for the planting of wild flowers
· The Christmas tree lights switch on would take place on 6 December at 6.00pm. The Chair complimented Councillor Pegg on the impressive lighting display on Bedlington Front Street.

The Clerk responded to a question from Councillor Pegg in respect of fly tipping outlining the costs involved and the avenues that were open to the Council. Councillor Armstrong suggested that a sign should be erected. 
RESOLVED.

That the report of the Allotments & Environment Working Group be noted.

CO153/12
16.ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Assistant Clerk advised that a voluntary job club would be starting in the New Year.

The Clerk put forward office closure dates and it was agreed that the offices would be closed from Friday 21 December 2012 until Wednesday 2nd January 2013. 

The Chair referred to the progress being made in the BIO Mass consultation process announcing details of the inspectorate’s public open meetings. 

CO154/12
18. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 8th January 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...
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