

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 5 February 2013 at 6pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J. Dobie

B. Richmond (Vice Chair)

A. Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

C Parker


D Armstrong

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 8 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair opened the meeting by wishing everyone present a happy new year. He then invited the audience for questions in connection with the business which was about to be conducted.  

A trader in Bedlington Station requested that the Parish approach NCC with a view to extending the parking time restrictions. The trader was advised that the Parish Council had plans to improve access to unrestricted parking at the rear of Station Street which would alleviate the problem. It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would look into the options available. Councillor Tyler referred to parking issues at Tomlea Avenue and advised that this was being looked into by Bernicia.
CO0171/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A Pegg, I Harbottle, Alyson Wallace & A. Douglas.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO172/12
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8th January 2012 are signed as a correct record.

CO173/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Richmond advised that NCC were looking into the parking issue at St John’s Crescent. Councillor Stewart referred to minute 160/12 and advised that the Council had still not had a response from NCC in connection with the Community Centres business plan. 
 RESOLVED   

That the matters arising be noted and that the Clerk pursues progress regarding the funding request to NCC. 
CO174/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO175/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE

The Chair referred to various correspondence received from RES and advised that the examining authority had now completed its examination of the Bio mass planning application and that their recommendations would be sent to the Secretary of State within 3 months. The Assistant parish Clerk provided clarification regarding determination of the ATC Hut which related to planning permission to erect a portable cabin. 
RESOLVED

That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
CO176/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· Five new galvanised mild steel bin inners had been provided to NCC.

·  The outdoor gym equipment had been installed on Cambois links and a photo shoot with representatives of the Banks Group had been arranged for Thursday 14th February at 9:30am
· The Council’s website had been upgraded to the “Gold Package” and a revised website specification sent off to Parishcouncil.net (our web hosts).

· Arrangements for Parish Council Elections had been received from NCC and he provided key dates in the process 

RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report is noted.

CO177/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	
	
	

	6/12/2012
	BT - One Account
	63.34

	8/12/2012
	Generation UK Ltd – barriers for xmas tree
	42.52

	8/12/2012
	WCVS – funding advice officer
	180.00

	8/12/2012
	Alex Wallace - Chairmans travel exp
	28.00

	8/12/2012
	Michael Wood Design Ltd - newsletter
	1118.00

	8/12/2012
	Keenleysides
	2.57

	8/12/2012
	East Bedlington Community Centre - rent
	650.00

	13/12/2012
	Northumbrian water - Cambois Allotments
	145.34

	13/12/2012
	Northumbrian water - East Sleekburn Allotments
	58.54

	14/12/2012
	NCC Payroll - Jan 2013
	2561.09

	17/12/2012
	Alex Wallace - Allowance for Broadband
	240.00

	21/12/2012
	Bank Charges
	17.58

	21/12/2012
	Morpeth Welding Ltd – installation of 2 notice boards
	336.00

	23/12/2012
	Ian Balance - window Cleaner
	87.50

	23/12/2012
	Keenleysides – electricity (rechargeable to (EBCC)
	326.09

	24/12/2012
	Mick Whitfield - Plumber - East Sleekburn Allotments
	50.00

	25/12/2012
	NCC - Watering of Hanging baskets
	200.00


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO178/12
8. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 31st January 2013 of £73,007.80 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO179/12
9. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st December 2012 as attached at appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO180/12
10. LEASE OF LAND AT GAP SITE BEDLINGTON STATION
The Council considered the following resolution “that the Parish Clerk and the Chair of the Parish Council (Councillor Alex Wallace) be authorized to sign a 5 year lease for the land above, on behalf of the Parish Council”.

RESOLVED.

The resolution was agreed unanimously.  

CO181/12
11. REVISION OF COUNCIL TAX BASE & NCC MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY 2012 – 2016

The Council considered the financial implications of NCC’s proposals on the Parish Council’s finances with a view to agreeing an appropriate response. The Clerk advised that NCC’s proposals would mean an increase of £17,806 on the 2014/15 Parish Precept. The Clerk also advised that NCC had increased their allowance for non-collection of Council tax by 1.3%. This had the effect of reducing the tax base and increasing the Band D council tax applicable to the Parish by an additional 59p.
RESOLVED.
(1) That Parish support the views outlined in Ashington Town Council’s letter to NCC Leadership dated 23 January 2013.
(2) That the Parish Clerk should write to NCC outlining the Parish Council’s view.

CO182/12
12. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Council considered a small grant application from Carers Northumberland.
RESOLVED.
That a grant of £175 be approved.
CO183/12
13. BUDGET REPORT

The Council considered the forecast outturn for 2012/13. It was noted that there were only minor changes to that previously forecast.

RESOLVED.

That the Budget Report be noted.
CO184/12
14. POLICE REPORT

None.

CO185/12
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;

15.1
Request for letter of support from Radio Northumberland.

15.2
Request for letter of support from Synergy Radio.

15.3
Request to replace 2 bus shelters at Bedlington Station.
RESOLVED.

(1) That letters of support be provided by the Clerk to Radio Northumberland and Synergy Radio.

(2) That the request for 2 new bus shelters be referred to the Environment working group for their recommendations. 

CO186/12
16. WORKING GROUPS
The Chair referred members to the minutes of the Finance & Environment Working Groups and invited questions to the champions. There were no matters raised. The Community Cohesion Champion (Councillor Colin Parker) provided a verbal report of the Group’s meeting that had been held on 31 January 2013 as the minutes had not been finalized.

He referred to the new Neighbourhood Police Officer, PC Steve Nicklin; plans to erect CCTV cameras on the Station corner and the funds available for schools in 2013/14. Councillor Parker also referred to the Matthew project before announcing that the Summer Fair would take place at Charlton’s pub on 10th August 2013.   
The Chair referred to arrangements for Christmas lights for 2013/14 and announced that the Port of Blyth would be planting a living tree at Cambois. He advised that the money saved year on year would be given to the Community. 

RESOLVED.
(1)That the notes of the working groups and Councillor Parker’s verbal report be received.

CO187/12
17. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS

before discussing the next item on the agenda the Council considers the exclusion of press and public on the grounds that the report contains commercially sensitive information.

RESOLVED.

That the Public & Press be excluded.

CO188/12
18. MANAGEMENT OF PLAY AREAS


The Council considered a report of the Finance Working Group.


RESOLVED.

That the Finance Working Group appoint an Outdoor Safety / Admin Officer subject to ratification at the next parish Council Meeting.
CO189/12
19.ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
CO190/12
20. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 5th March 2013 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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