

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 8 January 2013 at 6pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J. Dobie

B. Richmond (Vice Chair)
A. Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

A. Pegg
Alyson Wallace
C Parker


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair opened the meeting by wishing everyone present a happy new year. He then invited the audience for questions in connection with the business which was about to be conducted.  
County Councillor Val Tyler enquired as to the well being of Councillor Ron Major. In reply, Councillor Arthur Pegg advised that little had changed and the Chair asked if he would pass on the Council’s best wishes. 
A member of the public advised that some motorists were driving across the grass verge outside St Johns Crescent and enquired what could be done about it. The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that motorists could be prosecuted for trespass. It was suggested that a warning should be included in the next parish newsletter advising that motorists causing damage to the grass verge would be billed for reinstatement works.  
CO0155/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, I Harbottle, D.Armstrong & A. Douglas.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO156/12
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th December 2012 are signed as a correct record.

CO157/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


The Chair referred to progress on the Gap-Site project and enquired as to how close the Council was to obtaining the lease. The Clerk advised that the lease was in hand but that it was necessary to wait until planning consent had been granted before proceeding. He added that the lease for 16 – 18 Station Street would soon be ready for signing.

The Chair referred to minute CO143/12 and announced that NCC did not now intend transferring cemeteries until 2014. Councillor referred to minute CO142/12 and enquired as to how the funding advice service had been received. The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that 4 groups had been supported and one group had already made a submission for funding.

 RESOLVED   

That the matters arising be noted and that the Clerk pursues progress regarding the leases.

CO158/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
Requests for dispensation to take part in the business for setting the Parish Precept on the grounds that exclusion would “impede the transaction of the business” was received from all members present with the exception of Councillor Dobie who lived outside the Parish. 

RESOLVED. 
That dispensation is granted.

CO159/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Members reviewed a schedule of correspondence received and actions taken and proposed.   
Councillor Stewart referred to complaints made at the South East Area Committee and 
advised that he had clarified where requests for improvements needed to be directed. The Clerk referred to one item of correspondence that had been received after the agenda had been sent out which needed an urgent decision. This was a request for a letter of support for Koast Radio in pursuance of an FM licence.

RESOLVED

That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted and that a letter of support is provided by the Clerk.
CO160/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· That he had received notification from NCC that they would be funding 100% of the shortfall (created by the reduction in the tax base due to localisation of the Council Tax Benefits Scheme), in 2013/14
· A meeting had taken place with Roger Styring in connection with EBCC’s business plan and a response was awaited.
· The installation date for Cambois outdoor gym was 23 January 2013

· The planning decision determination date for the gap site at Bedlington Station was 13 February 2013

· The fabrication trial on rail section for the Free Wood sculpture had proved successful and it was anticipated that the sculpture would be in place within 6 – 8 weeks

· NCC would be planting spring bulbs in the Wembley, Cambois area within the next few days

· A notice board had been erected outside Highfield House. 

The Clerk also apprised members of a complaint that had been received in respect of the delivery of its recent newsletter. He explained that a tenant in St John’s Crescent was aggrieved as the newsletter had not been fully pushed through his letter box. He felt that this could potentially cause hyperthermia and encourage criminal activity. The Clerk gave details of his response and advised that a further e-mail had been received asking for a response from the distributor and the Council.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report is noted.
(2) That the Parish Clerk organise publicity for the opening of the out door gym at Cambois 

(3) That members endorse the action of the Clerk in connection with the complaint

(4) That the Clerk intimate to the complainant that the Council would not send and would instruct distributors not to deliver to the claimants address any further newsletters
CO161/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	29/11/2012
	ABS Business Supplies
	30.35

	29/11/2012
	NCC - Re room Hire for Elections - recharge EBCC
	-160.00

	26/11/2012
	British Gas – rechargeable to EBCC
	172.68

	1/12/2012
	Northumberland County Council – SLA’s
	5864.26

	2/12/2012
	Northumberland County Council – Notice boards
	863.86

	3/12/2012
	Elveden Farms – Christmas Tree
	475.56

	3/12/2012
	Blachere Ltd – Christmas lights
	402.00

	3/12/2012
	WCVS – Funding Advice worker
	180.00

	7/12/2012
	BT - One Account
	59.10

	3/12/2012
	East Bedlington Community Centre – income IRO EBCC
	160.00

	4/12/2012
	Councillor Allan Stewart – It expenses
	180.00

	4/12/2012
	Glasdon – internal bin liners
	138.52

	4/12/2012
	Generation UK Ltd – Barriers for Christmas tree
	40.45

	10/12/2012
	Colin Patterson – PA & lighting – Christmas event
	50.00

	10/12/2012
	Derek Patterson – entertainment Christmas event
	80.00

	11/12/2012
	Northumberland County Council – Floral displays
	1200.00

	16/12/2012
	Mrs J Graham –delivery of newsletters
	87.72

	17/12/2012
	NCC Payroll - Dec
	2561.09

	17/12/2012
	Allotment Rent - Plot 512
	0.00

	19/12/2012
	NCC -Refund of Planning Fee - Gap Site
	-167.50

	20/12/2012
	Keenleysides - sundries
	44.49

	20/12/2012
	R Thornton - Clerks expenses
	46.39


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO162/12
8. INCOME

The Clerk reported income of £59.40 in respect of allotment rent in advance.
RESOLVED

That the income received be noted.

 CO163/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 31st December 2012 of £78,597.36 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position be noted.

CO164/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 30th November 2012 as attached at appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO165/12
11. BUDGET REPORT
The Clerk explained that appendix D, E & F had been handed out at the meeting due to delayed confirmation from NCC regarding their grant to compensate the Council for the reduction in the Council Tax Base. He explained that DCLG had allocated in the region of £660,000 to NCC, most of which it expected to be passed on to Town and Parish Councils. He added that he was not aware of any intention by DCLG to remove this funding in the future. He reported that the Council had received 100% compensation from NCC for 2013/14 [more than expected] but that it appeared that NCC would not be compensating Town and Parish Council’s in the future which was not consistent with DCLG’s guidance. He advised that should NCC adopt such a policy it would impact most significantly on those most deprived communities of which East Bedlington was one. 
The Clerk then presented the forecast outturn for 2012/13 and the projected budget for 2013/14 outlined at Appendix D and sought approval of the Parish precept outlined in Appendix F. In response to a question from the Chair it was explained that the cost of publicity had increased in order to provide up to 3 newsletters and the Assistant Parish Clerk added that this would need to increase to 4 should the Council ever seek quality status.

RESOLVED.
It was resolved;
(1) To note the forecast outturn for 2012/13 and to approve the utilisation of £6,290 from balances to offset against the 2013/14 budget.
(2) To approve the 2013/14 Budget of £92,868 (net of income including £17,806 grant from NCC to offset the reduction in the Council Tax Base)

(3) To set the Annual Parish Precept at £86578 i.e. (92,868 less £6290 contribution from balances).  
CO166/12
12.POLICE REPORT
The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that there was no Police report due to PC Steve Mcintosh having moved on to a new job and his replacement yet to be appointed.
RESOLVED.
That the information be noted.
CO167/12
13.MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered whether to attend a NAC Seminar – Localism & Neighbourhood Planning Carlisle on 11th – 13th January 2013 at a cost £295.00 + Vat
RESOLVED.
That if any member wished to attend the course they should contact the Parish Clerk.
CO168/12
15. WORKING GROUPS 
The Chair referred members to the minutes of the Working Group and invited questions to the champions.  
The chair referred to a recommendation from Planning & Corporate Strategy regarding the introduction of Bye-Laws to bring the Parish in line with neighbouring Town & Parish Councils.

In the absence of the champion for Publicity & Communications the assistant Parish Clerk provided details of recent press releases. 
In relation to Heritage, Culture & Leisure, Councillor Stewart advised that the County Heritage Officer had expressed an interest in a number of projects at the Free Wood and that a site visit was to be arranged.  
RESOLVED.

(1)That the notes of the working groups be received.
(2) That the proposals for the creation of new bye-laws be placed on a future Parish Council agenda.

CO169/12
16.ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
CO170/12
17. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 5th February 2012 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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