

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 5 March 2013 at 6pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

B. Richmond (Vice Chair)

A. Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

C Parker


D Armstrong

Alyson Wallace

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 8 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair opened the meeting by wishing everyone present a happy new year. He then invited the audience for questions in connection with the business which was about to be conducted. 
Councillor Tyler advised that she had just contacted the police in connection with youths setting fire to a bin in Gallagher Park. 

CO0191/12
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A Pegg, I Harbottle, & A. Douglas. J. Dobie

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO192/12
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th February 2013 are signed as a correct record.

CO193/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart asked the Clerk whether a response had been received from NCC in connection with their business plan. The Clerk advised that he had recently received a letter advising that no decision would be made prior to the forthcoming elections. The letter had however, indicated that there were a number of groups applying for funds some of which had not yet provided business plans and also referred to potential funding of Bedlington High School. 

The Chair referred to updating of the Parish Web Site and asked if any further progress had been made. The Clerk advised that there was a delay due to Parish Council. Net updating there Site Administration Software but that this was expected to be completed shortly. The Chair referred to minute CO180/12 and confirmed that he and the Clerk had signed the lease and the Clerk added that the lease had been completed earlier that day.

The chair referred to minute CO181/12 and questioned whether the .59p increase in the Council tax was a week or annual amount. The Clerk advised that this amount was an annual figure and was attributable to NCC increasing their amount for non collection. He referred to NCC’s proposals to retain funds intended for the Parish and advised that a letter of objection had been sent to NCC.

County Councillor Val Tyler advised that Ashington Town Council’s letter had been raised at a NCC budget meeting and that a decision had been deferred to the new administration. 
 RESOLVED   

That the matters arising be noted. 
CO194/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO195/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Councillor Val Tyler referred to item 416 and queried whether the Parish had received an updated copy of the register of electors. The Clerk confirmed that he had the updated register.
RESOLVED

That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
CO196/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· A final site visit had recently taken place and the sculpture was now been fabricated at Site & Field Engineering on North Seaton Industrial Estate. 
· Stead lane environmental improvements were due to start next week 

· Planning permission had been received; the lease completed and fencing put on order. A meeting with NCC had been arranged to determine precise specifications in order to meet planning conditions. It was envisaged that works could commence within 3/4 weeks.

· Spring bedding would be planted out the week before Easter.

· The out door gym had been installed at Cambois links along with a funders plaque. 
· The nomination packs for prospective Parish Councillor candidates were now available and the deadline for submission was noon on Friday 5th April. It was stressed that it was the candidate’s responsibility to ensure that their nominations were filled in correctly and submitted on time. 

RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report is noted.

CO197/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	126
	Fresh Air Fitness – Outdoor gym Cambois
	14016.32

	127
	Keenleysides – water rates – rechargeable to EBCC
	69.22

	128
	WCVS – Funding Advice
	180.00

	
	BT - One Account - telephony
	58.03

	129
	Bedlingtonshire Development Trust - Gallagher Park - bin
	450.00

	130
	Generation UK Ltd – Barriers for Xmas tree
	56.92

	131
	Thruyordoor – delivery of newsletters
	104.94

	132
	Blachere Ltd – xmas lights
	172.50

	133
	John Nicholson – new boiler – grant to EBCC
	2580.00

	134
	ABS Business Supplies - paper
	27.00

	135
	NCC Payroll - Feb 2013
	2561.09

	
	Bank Charges
	15.74

	136
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	30.45

	137
	Carers Northumberland – small grant
	175.00


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO198/12
8. INCOME

The Council considered a schedule of income received as set out below;
	reference
	Details
	amount £

	06/02/2013
	East Bedlington Community Centre - rechargeable
	-379.44

	06/02/2013
	East Bedlington Community Centre - rechargeable
	-69.22

	13/02/2013
	NCC - Contribution to Freewood Project
	25,000.00

	25/02/2013
	Northumberland County Council - Gap Site Funding
	20,000.00

	27/02/2013
	Banks - Community Fund – Cambois links
	10,000.00


Resolved

That the schedule of income is noted.

CO199/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 28th February 2013 of £110,357.33 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.

CO200/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st January 2013 as attached at appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO201/12
11. BUDGET REPORT
Member considered an update of the projected outturn figures for 2012/13, the Clerk advising that now expected a £3,000 under spend on the projections made when setting the 2013/14 budget.
RESOLVED.

That the budget report ise received and the revised projections be noted. 

CO202/12
12. REVIEW OF RISK REGISTER
The Clerk referred to the review of the Council’s risk register that had been under taken by the Finance Working Group and to its report and recommendations which were appended to the minutes of the Working Group. 
RESOLVED.
(1) That the revised Risk Register and proposed control strategy is approved.
CO203/12
13. REVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT & APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
The Clerk referred to a statutory requirement to carry out at least once a year, a review of its Council’s system of Internal Audit. He referred to a report of the Finance Working Group and to the recommendations therein, which was appended to the Working Group Minutes.
RESOLVED.
(1) That the Finance Working Groups review be adopted as that of the Council.
(2) That Mr J A Ainsworth is re-appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditor.

CO204/12
14. APPOINTMENT OF OUTDOOR SAFETY / ADMIN OFFICER
Councillor Stewart advised that Mr. Andrew Thornton had been appointed to the post (subject to ratification by full Council) in accordance with minute CO188/12. He advised that all Service Level Agreements should be reviewed to examine where saving could be made and services improved now that the Council had the increased capacity to deliver these in –house.
RESOLVED.

(1) That the appointment of Mr. Andrew Thornton is approved.  
(2) That a review of all existing service level agreements is carried out by the Allotments and Environment Working Group and their report and recommendations by brought back to the next Council meeting.
CO205/12
15. NALC REPORT
The Chair as the parish representative on the parish reported on the recent NALC county committee meeting. The effects on council tax benefits and council finance; the forthcoming council elections, including the timetable, support for new members and implications for future membership; NCC planning including the local development plan and speaking at planning committee meetings; Community Action Northumberland (CAN) finances; and a review of the quality parish council scheme had all been up for discussion.

RESOLVED.

That the Chair’s report is noted.

CO206/12
16. WORKING GROUPS
Councillor Stewart referred to the Clerks report which covered most of the items discussed at the recent working group. He added referred to the daffodils which were now coming into bloom and the level of environmental enhancements that had been achieved through the 2 County Councillor’s contributions. He added that there would be an opportunity to stage street performances and out door events on completion of the new park.
RESOLVED.
That the notes of the working groups be received.

CO206/12
19.ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Parker asked how the Matthew project was progressing. The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that regular donation were still be received and that the project organizers that they were receiving plenty of support from volunteers and were most grateful for the Parish Council’s contribution. They advised that they were in the process of preparing 25 food parcels at the time of asking.
The Chair advised that he had been approached by Koast Radio with a view to hiring facilities for a youth music festival which he had forwarded to East Bedlington Community Centre Management Committee. 
CO207/12
20. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 2nd April 2013 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
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