

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 2 April 2013 at 6pm at East Bedlington Parish Office, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

B. Richmond (Vice Chair)
A. Stewart

Alex Wallace (Chair)

C Parker


D Armstrong

Alyson Wallace

J Dobie

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed everyone, advising that this was the last meeting of the current administration and inviting all present to join him for light refreshments afterwards. He then invited the audience for questions in connection with the business to be conducted. 
P.C. Steve Nicklin introduced himself as PC Steve McIntosh’s replacement on the Community Policing team. He gave a report on the current level of crime which was 20 incidents over the past month with 8 having been detected. He briefly referred to anti-social behaviour on the Clayton Corner and a short debate ensued regarding the type bus shelters which were not ideal and the potential use of CCTV. PC Nicklin advised that he would endeavour to attend Parish Council meeting and the Chair advised that a written report would suffice in his absence.
County Councillor Val Tyler referred to a planning application to build 33 houses at the rear of Slaley Court; this would attract community gain money which could benefit Gallagher Park. It was noted that the original application was for only 6 houses and that the existing residents were in opposition to the proposals. This would result in the planning determination being decided by the Planning Committee rather than through delegated authority.

Mr Keith Scantlebury (Chair of the Burnside Estate Resident’s Group thanked the Parish for the support it had given in setting up the Group. He advised that there had already been some positive signs of improvement.

The Chair addressed the meeting and gave a brief history of the representation on the Council. He advised that the original composition was 6 Labour and 5 Liberal members. However, with the sad death of Bill Ashbridge, resignation of Anthony Barrett and failure to meet attendance requirements by Helen Short these had resulted in the co-option of Alyson Wallace, Colin Parker and Joe Dobie.

The Chair advised that the Parish Clerk (Ron Thornton) had been appointed in November 2009 and that his assistant (Jenny Tindale) had been appointed in April 2012 having been previously engaged on a consultancy basis to help develop the Parish Plan. He thanked both officers for their hard work, help and advice and also welcomed the Council’s latest recruit (Mr Andrew Thornton) who had recently been appointed as the Outdoor Safety Officer. Barry Mead (Heritage & Culture consultant) and Heather Ashburner (NCC Play leader) were also thanked for their contributions.

The Chair acknowledged the valuable partnerships that had been established and sponsors who had contributed to the Council’s success. These included; The Banks Group; SITA; Sleekburn Estates; Northumberland County Council; NALC and Community Action Northumberland. The Chair singled out the 2 County Councillors, Jeff Gobin and Val Tyler for special thanks for all the help and financial support they have given, without which the Parish could not have achieved what it has.
Importantly, he thanked all the members who had given up their valuable time to attend the Council meetings and sit on working groups. He acknowledged those members that would not be standing for re-election including; Ron Major; Allan Douglas; Irene Harbottle and Alyson Wallace and thanked them for the service they had given to the Community over many years. A special acknowledgement and personal thank you was made to the Vice Chair, Councillor Brian Richmond who was retiring after 35 years as a Parish and former District Councillor. The Chair wished Councillor Richmond the best of health in his retirement.
Last but not least he thanked the Community at large for their support and the valuable contribution they had made to the development of the Community Plan.     

CO208/13
    MOTION TO VARY THE ORDER OF BUSINESS
The Chair tabled a motion to vary the order of business to allow any other business to be discussed before item 15 (Exclusion of Press & Public) in order that members of the public could join members in light refreshments after the meeting.
Resolved

The motion was carried unanimously.

CO209/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors R Major, A Pegg, I Harbottle, & A. Douglas. 
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO2010/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th March 2013 are signed as a correct record.

CO211/12
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart referred to minute CO196/12 and advised that work had now started on the Stead Lane project.
 RESOLVED   

That the matters arising be noted. 
CO212/12
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO213/12
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Councillor Stewart referred to item 419 which was a letter of thanks from the People Painting for Health & Leisure Art Group and he commended the work of Stephen Humphrey (WCVS Funding Officer) in helping to secure funding on their behalf.
The Chair referred to item 424 (Notice of Joint Meeting with Parish Councils – 13 March 2013) and advised that County Councillor Val Tyler, Councillor Alyson Wallace and he had attended the meeting.

Councillor Stewart referred to item 427 which related to an opportunity to put questions to Eric Pickles and it was noted that this item was on the agenda
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
(2) That it be noted that members had in fact attended the Joint Meeting with NCC at Ashington Leisure Centre on 13 March.
CO214/12
6.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· The Glo – Bed – Rail sculpture was now in situ in the Free Wood and the commemorative plaque would be installed within 2 – 3 weeks
· Commencement of work on the Gap site was dependent on satisfying planning conditions in respect of safety barriers and details of soft landscaping. It may be necessary to use NCC’s design team to produce detailed drawings. The availability of NCC operatives to carry out the work was also a factor.

· The flower beds on the Station corner and the tubs throughout the Parish had been planted up

· Bills for allotment for 2013/14 had been sent out and a number of vacant plots had recently been let. Arrangements to remove the stock pile of rubbish would be made with NCC.

· The internal audit of the Council’s Accounts would take place on 29th & 30th April and the deadline for approval & submission of the Accounts to the external Auditor is 11th June 2013.

· An article about East Bedlington Community Centre was to be placed in the next WCVS magazine  
· Notice of the forthcoming elections on 2nd May had been placed in the Parish notice boards and the deadline for nominations was Noon on Friday 5th April 2013.
RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report is noted.
(2) That the Clerk follows up progress on the Gap Site and reports back to the next meeting.
CO215/12
7. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	04/03/2013
	Lawson & Thompson - Legal Fees - Gap Site
	5.00

	06/03/2013
	WCVS - Funding Advice - February
	180.00

	06/03/2013
	Browell Smith Solicitors - legal fees - lease  gap site
	343.00

	06/03/2013
	Northumberland County Council - SLA's Bus Shelters/ Floral displays/ War memorial/ Public seats
	3924.53

	09/03/2013
	BT - One Account – telephone & Internet
	107.58

	11/03/2013
	Uk Office Direct –Printer cartridges
	150.32

	12/03/2013
	Ian Balance - window Cleaner
	30.00

	17/03/2013
	NCC Payroll - Mar 2013
	2561.09

	17/03/2013
	Keenleysides
	4.36

	17/03/2013
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses – protective clothing / training 
	232.70

	19/03/2013
	Playsafety Ltd – Rospa training Safety officer
	268.40

	19/03/2013
	Blachere Ltd – storage of xmas lights
	150.00

	19/03/2013
	WCVS – funding advice
	180.00

	21/03/2013
	Morpeth Welding Ltd - Clayton Bus Shelter
	216.00

	25/03/2013
	Muckle LLP - legal fees Gap Site
	860.96

	26/03/2013
	Alex Wallace – Chair’s Travel Expenses
	61.60


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO216/12
8. INCOME

The Council considered a schedule of income received as set out below;
	reference
	Details
	amount £

	27/2/2013
	J Blackhall – Alloment Rent
	59.40

	18/03/2013
	Northumberland County Council - Cambois Links Grant
	5,574.00


Resolved

That the schedule of income is noted.

CO217/12
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 28th February 2013 of £103,723.21 (including £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.

CO218/12
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 28th February 2013 as attached at appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO219/12
11. BUDGET REPORT
Councillor Richmond referred to the budget report as set out at Appendix D. He advised that the projected outturn was now £74,389 due to some slippage relating to the Stead Lane project. He referred to the Parish Council Tax for 2013/14 (approximately £30 a year or 60p a week for a Band A property) which he felt was very reasonable in consideration of the services provided. 
RESOLVED.

That the budget report is received and the revised projections be noted. 

CO220/12
12. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Council considered the following;

12.1
Small grant application - Burnside Estate Residents Group

12.2
Donation - Supporting Community Action Northumberland

RESOLVED.
(1)  That a grant of £250 be made to Burnside Estate Residents Group

(2)   That a donation of £250 be made to Community Action Northumberland  
CO221/12
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;
13.1
Disability in Wansbeck – Networking Event - 5th April 2013
13.2
Opportunity to put questions to Eric pickles at London Event – 6th June 2013

13.3
NAC - Delivering Regeneration & reviving Economies event – Royal Hotel Scarborough – 12th -14th April - £295

RESOLVED.
(1) That the open invitation to the Disability in Wansbeck Event be noted 
(2) That item 13.2 be deferred
(3) That anyone wishing to attend the NAC event should contact the Clerk.

CO222/12
14. WORKING GROUPS
The Chair referred to the minutes of the Finance and the Allotments & Environment Working Groups held on 17/4/2013 and invited questions. There were no matters raised.
RESOLVED.

(1) That the minutes of the Finance and the Allotments & Environment Working Groups are noted.
CO223/12
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chair advised that the Blyth Renewables Fair would take place on 29th / 30th June with the main sponsor being RES Ltd. Whilst, acknowledging that no financial decisions could be made at the meeting he enquired whether members present were minded to support the event as they had done in the past. There was a general consensus that this was likely to be the case.

Councillor Parker referred to the Matthew Project and enquired as to success of the project. The Assistant Clerk advised that it continued to be well supported.  

RESOLVED.

That the matters raised be noted.

CO224/12
15. EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
Councillor Brian Richmond moved that the exclusion of the Press & Public before considering item 16 (Environmental Maintenance Report) on the grounds that the report contained commercially sensitive information).
RESOLVED.

That the Press & Public be excluded.
CO225/12
16. ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE REPORT

Councillor Brian Richmond presented a report on behalf of the Allotments & Environment Working Group which considered options for delivering services in the future and put forward recommendations.

Overall the report concluded that better services could be delivered within existing budgets by providing these in house. 

RESOLVED.

That the report is received and that the recommendations therein are approved and implemented with immediate effect.

20. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Annual Meeting on Tuesday 14 May 2013 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Parish Offices.

Meeting Closed 7.20pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      
Date:………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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