

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 14 May 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D Armstrong
J Davis

J Dobie

D Graham
P Hedley

N Hogarth

A. Innes (joined the meeting at 6:20, agenda item 3)

C Parker

A. Stewart

A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 7 members of the public were in attendance.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present explaining that the open session was there opportunity to raise questions in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
County Councillor Val Tyler advised that St Benet Biscop’s swimming pool had now been refurbished with funds provided by 3 Councillors including herself. She advised that 5 jobs had been saved by their actions.

Lyn Horton of Leading Link, who had been invited to address the meeting, provided details of an event that she was organising in Atlee Park in partnership with Bedlington Development Trust. She advised that a number of schools were participating and that she was seeking additional funds to cover the cost of delivering the event.

Members welcomed the planned activities and expressed a desire to look favourably upon the groups request for financial assistance. They examined their options to expedite consideration of this matter due to the close proximity of the event (25 May 2013) and an extra- ordinary meeting on the night was considered. However, the Clerk advised that this was not possible as it was in breach of statutory provisions and the Council’s standing orders. The Clerk advised that the Council could consider a donation at its next meeting on 4th June, alternatively a small grant application could be submitted for future events/activities, but not for the current event as this would be retrospective funding.   

CO009/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor T Johnstone. 
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO010/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd April 2013 are signed as a correct record.

CO011/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


The Chair expressed a wish to formally acknowledge the contribution of Councillor Arthur Pegg as he had been unaware that he was not standing for re-election when others had been recognised by him at the previous meeting.
 RESOLVED   

That the matters arising be noted. 
CO012/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO013/13
5. POLICE REPORT

PC Steve Nicklin reported that 2 additional CSO’s earmarked for East Bedlington had now been redeployed else where but he was hopeful that additional resources would be allocated to the area in the future. There had been 9 recorded crimes in May and he referred to car damage at Tomlea Avenue, the Clayton Arms windows and neighbour disputes which had resulted in one family being evicted. He commented positively on the close working relationship between the police and Bernicia Housing Association. The Assistant Parish Clerk referred to recent glass breakages in the Bank Top area and to resident’s anxiety at the frequency of incidents. PC Nicklin advised that he would do all he could within the resources available to him. 
CO014/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Chair referred to item 440 which appeared later on the agenda. He advised that NALC would be organising training for new councillors and the Clerk advised that he had received details just prior to the Meeting. He advised that the nearest training session would be at Stannington Village Hall on 18th June. He also advised that the invitation to attend Ponteland Civic Service had been cancelled. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
(2) Those members wishing to attend training advise the Clerk by the next meeting on 4 June.

CO015/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· The Stead Lane project was complete with the exception of the installation of a hanging basket tree at the junction near Highfield House

· The Glo – Bed – Rail sculpture was now in situ in the Free Wood and the commemorative plaque would be installed before the opening event. Arrangements would also be made to replace the picnic tables that had been vandalised.
· Commencement of work on the Gap site was now solely dependent on obtaining discharge of the planning conditions.

· Bills for allotments for 2013/14 had been sent out and all but 2 tenants had paid in full with a third paying by instalment. The waste heap at Cambois Allotments had now been cleared at a cost of £2268.

· The Council’s planned maintenance of bus shelters, public seats and other street furniture was progressing well. 
· An article about East Bedlington Community Centre had appeared in the WCVS magazine.  
Councillor Stewart expressed his frustration at the length of time that it was taking to obtain planning permission for the Gap Site. The Clerk advised that there is a statutory period in which planning applications must be determined (including discharge of planning conditions) and that NCC could take up to a further 10 weeks to issue consent. However, he was working with officers at NCC to achieve an earliest possible decision.  
RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report is noted.
(2) That the Clerk follows up progress on the Gap Site and reports back to the next meeting.
CO016/13
8. ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS

The Clerk presented the Annual Accounting Statements and advised that these needed to be formally approved by the Council.
RESOLVED

That the Accounts are approved and that the Chair is authorised to sign the Annual Accounting Statements on behalf of the Council.
CO017/13
9. INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT

Members considered the Internal Audit report which had been submitted by J A Ainswoth. It was noted that the level of Council’s fidelity guarantee insurance cover should be reviewed upon renewal. 
RESOLVED


That the internal Auditor’s report is received and the recommendations therein be implemented.
CO017/13
10. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

The Clerk advised that it was a statutory requirement to approve the Annual Governance Statement which ensured that proper controls and procedures are in place.
RESOLVED

That the Chair be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the Council.
CO018/13
11. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	Direct debit
	BT
	70.33

	V1
	Northumberland county Council – Hanging baskets trees
	3426.00

	V1
	Northumberland county Council – Hanging baskets
	1776.24

	V2
	ThruYorDoor – Newsletter deliveries
	128.62

	V3
	Community Consultation Ltd - Insurance
	138.67

	V4
	East Bedlington Community Centre
	1300.00

	V5
	Northumberland county Council - Payroll
	2,643.48

	V6
	Northumbrian Water  - Allotments
	449.49

	V6
	Northumbrian Water - Allotments
	252.27

	V7
	R Thornton – Clerks expenses
	56.70

	V8
	ABS - stationery
	16.79

	V8
	ABS - stationery
	16.79

	V9
	Community Action Northumberland
	250.00

	V10
	NCC – Planning conditions discharge –Gap Site
	42.50

	V11
	Information Commissioner – Data Protection Registration
	35.00

	V12
	NCC – Planning conditions discharge
	6.00

	V13
	W L Straughan – Stead Lane Environmental Improvements
	4,752.00

	V14
	Coast Technology – Deposit on CCTV system
	700.00

	V15
	J A Ainsworth – Internal Audit Fee
	300.00

	V16
	JBT Waste Services – skips for allotments
	1190.00

	V17
	Trustees of Sleekburn Estates – lease East Sleekburn Allotments
	60.00

	V18
	M Doherty – Painter & Decorator – Bus Shelters & Street furniture
	606.00

	Direct debit
	BT
	71.04


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO019/13
12. INCOME

The Council considered a schedule of income received as set out below;
	reference
	Details
	amount £

	10/4/2013
	Precept - half year + Grant
	61,095.00

	Various
	Allotment Rents
	2,091.30

	2/5/2013
	HM Revenue & Customs
	13,365.68


Resolved

That the schedule of income is noted.

CO020/13
13. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 7th May 2013 of £100,887.05 with £40,000 in deposit Accounts).

RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.

CO021/13
14. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st March 2013 as attached at appendix D. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO022/13
15. BUDGET REPORT
The Clerk presented a revised budget which took account of decisions to provide services in house, slippage in 2012/13 and other expenditure not anticipated when the original budget was set. 
RESOLVED.

That the budget report is received and the proposed amendments approved. 

CO023/13
16. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Council considered the following;

16.1
Small grant application – Koast Radio
16.2
Donation – Port of Blyth - Blyth Renewable Fair
(1) Councillor Stewart referred to the Finance Working Group’s recommendation that the application from Koast Radio be declined on the basis that approving a grant would set a precedent for other Radio Groups who were all competing for one permanent FM license. Funding more than one radio group therefore did not represent value for money. However, the Working Group had not ruled out funding for the successful radio group in the future.
(2) Councillor Alex Wallace declared a personal & pecuniary interest in item 16.2 he being a Harbour Commissioner for the Port of Blyth and took no part in the business.
RESOLVED.
(1) That the application from Koast Radio be declined.
(2)  That a donation of £1000 be made to the Port of Blyth towards the Renewable Fair.  
CO024/13
17. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The Council considered the following;
17.1
Request for additional signage at Havelock Village
17.2
Requests for additional bins on Cambois Links
17.3
Port of Blyth Annual Public Meeting
In respect of item 17.1 it was noted that vehicles weighing over 3 tonnes (other than those requiring access) were entering the village and then having to turn back at the weak bridge, sometimes reversing back up the hill and through the village again in order to rejoin the Spine Road. Residents had campaigned for a number of years to have additional signage put in place to prevent this happening.  

In respect of item 17.2 the Clerk advised that there were bins in each of the car parks on the foreshore and that any additional bins would have to be provided at a cost to the Parish. He also advised that NCC, who are responsible for emptying the bins, may not welcome bins in inaccessible areas. 

RESOLVED.
(1) That the Parish Council supports residents in seeking appropriate signage to properly direct vehicles in excess of 3 tonnes away from the village.
(2) That no action be taken to provide further bins at Cambois links.
(3) That the open invitation is noted and numbers should be advised for catering purposes.
CO025/13
18. WORKING GROUPS
18.1  To approve revised working groups and to appoint champions/members.
18.2  Matters arising from working groups - Finance
RESOLVED.

(1) That the restructure of the working groups be approved.

(2) That The following Champions be appointed;

a. Environment – Councillor Allan Stewart

b. Planning  - Councillor Alex Wallace
c. Communication & Community Liaison – Councillor Colin Parker

d. Finance & General Purposes – to be confirmed

(3) Those members advise the Clerk on which Working Groups they would wish to serve and their availability for meetings.

(4) That the minutes of the Finance Group are noted.
CO026/13
19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Assistant Parish Clerk advised the following;

(1) Stead Lane Community Fare – Saturday 18th May 2013 10am to 2.00pm

(2) Welfare Reform Act information session – East Bedlington Community Centre – provided by WHAC and Clean Slate – 23 May 12.00pm – 2.00 pm
(3) Official launch of the Free Wood improvements Sunday 16 June 11.00am – to be opened by Ian Lavery MP.

20. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Annual Assembly on Tuesday 28 May and the next Parish Council Meeting would be on Tuesday 4 June 2013 each commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.35pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      Date:………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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