

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 2 July 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J Davis

J Dobie

D Graham

P Hedley

N Hogarth

A. Innes 

T Johnstone

A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present explaining that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
County Councillor Val Tyler referred to a planning application for the Percy Arms at Bedlington Station. She advised that the original application was for 2 flats and 3 small retail outlets; however, this had now been changed to a restaurant and take away. She expressed her concerns regarding parking and other issues and requested that the Parish respond to the proposals.

The Chair advised that the application would be considered by the Planning Working Group and an appropriate response made. 
CO0044/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors D Armstrong, C Parker and A. Stewart.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO045/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th June 2013 are signed as a correct record.

CO046/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


There were no matters arising. 
CO047/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO048/13
5. POLICE REPORT

PC Rob Thompson (who had recently been transferred from the Choppington area) read out a report on behalf of PC Nicklin. He reported 28 crimes in June of which 4 had been detected and he referred to operation “Endo” which was targeting pedal cycle theft and operation “Ellison” which was targeting motor cycle disorder. He also commented on a number of crimes involving the theft of lead and forged £20 notes. Finally, he referred to a Cage Football initiative which was due to commence on 19th July, the first venue being Kings & Queens estate followed by similar events at Burnside and the Oval. 
In response to member’s questions he advised that the lead thefts were right across the Parish and he also provided advice on how to detect forged notes.
The Chair thanked PC Thompson for his concise and informative report.

RESOLVED

That the Police report is noted.

CO049/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Council considered the schedule of correspondence received up to 26 June 2013. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
CO050/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· The official opening of the Free Wood project had been attended by approximately 60 people most of whom had also attended the heritage talk at East Bedlington Community Centre. Overall the event had been a great success with the event being featured in the News Post Leader and the Journal. There had also been coverage twice a day for a week by Radio Northumberland.   

· The Gap Site project was now underway with CCTV cameras installed on Grenfell’s gable end and site clearance underway. All going well he anticipated that the works could be complete within 4-5 weeks.
· Work on Stead Lane improvements was now complete.

· Planned maintenance involving the painting of all bus shelters, seats, free standing bins, bollards and other street furniture was now complete.

· The planting of summer bedding on the Station corner and erection of hanging baskets was complete. The flower barrels would be planted up by the end of the week.
· Permission to erect a CCTV camera on the gable end of St Andrews church and to proceed with the restoration of the War Memorial at Cambois had now been received. . 
RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report is noted.

(2) That the Clerk reports progress on the Gap Site to the next Parish Council Meeting.

(3) That the Clerk progress installation of CCTV at St Andrew’s Church and the restoration of the War Memorial.

CO051
/13
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V25
	Bradley’s - Lock - Cambois Allotments
	64.99

	DD
	Bank Charges
	21.85

	V26
	Cambois Primary School
	1200.00

	V27
	Stead Lane Primary School
	1200.00

	V28
	Bedlington Station Primary School
	1200.00

	V29
	Burnside Estate Residents Group
	250.00

	V30
	Birch Landscapes
	1176.00

	DD
	British Gas – (to be recharged to Community Centre)
	338.43

	V31
	M Doherty - painter
	650.00

	V32
	Keenleysides –paint & sundry items
	448.21

	DD
	BT
	68.41

	V33
	Andrew Thornton – travel expenses
	100.00

	V34
	Coast Technology – CCTV Gap Site
	885.08

	V35
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	179.54

	V36
	Hartford Catering – buffet (Free Wood event)
	140.00

	V37
	NCC - Payroll
	3310.25

	V38
	M Doherty - painter
	820.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	31.45

	V39
	NCC - Floral Displays (1/3 SLA)
	1579.33


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO052/13
9. INCOME

The Council was advised that allotment rent of £69.40 had been received.
Resolved

That the income received is noted.

CO053/13
10. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 26th June 2013 of £120,979.57
RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.

CO054/13
11. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st May 2013 as attached at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO055/13
12.  BUDGET REPORT
Members considered a budget monitoring report that had been prepared by the Clerk. He advised that it was difficult at this early stage to identify whether budgets would be over or under spent and in consequence the forecast outturn for 2013/14 remained unchanged. The Clerk however, drew attention to the insurance budget that was £772 overspent advising that this was mainly due to taking over responsibility for Play Areas, insuring the outdoor gym on Cambois links and the Glo-Bed- Rail sculpture in the Free Wood. Fidelity guarantee insurance had also been increased in accordance with the internal auditor’s recommendations. The amount included in the budget for contingencies had been adjusted accordingly.
RESOLVED.
(1) That the budget monitoring report is noted.
CO056/13
13. INVESTMENT OF BALANCES

Further to minute CO040/13 the Clerk advised that a meeting of the Finance & General purposes Working Group had taken place to consider the Parish Council’s investment strategy. The working group concluded that the Council could afford to invest £50,000 for a period of 12 months. Interest rates of .8%; .9% & 1.4% were available from lloydstsb; Nat West and Santander respectively. 
RESOLVED 
That the Clerk be authorized to place £50,000 on a 12 month fixed term deposit with Santander at a rate of 1.4%.
CO057/13
14. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Council considered the following applications;
14.1
Bedlington High School – Breakfast Club - £500
14.2
Friends of East meet west - £300
14.3
Choysez - £250
14.4
Barnesbury Cycling Club -£500

14.5
Northumbria Police – Cage Football - £400

14.6
Leading Link -£500

RESOLVED.
(1)That the following grants be awarded;

· Bedlington High School – Breakfast Club - £500 
· Friends of East meet West - £300
· Choysez - £200
· Northumbria Police – Cage Football - £400
· Leading Link -£100
(2) That the application from Barnesbury Cycling Club be deferred pending additional information
(3) That in addition to the £100 awarded to leading link that they be offered a donation in kind of the Council’s marquee 

CO058/13
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION
Further to minute CO025/13 the Clerk read out a further letter requesting additional bins for Cambois Links. The proposer had since approached NCC officers, enquiring whether bins would be emptied if they were provided, to which he had received a limited assurance that they would. He had also requested additional bins in the Free Wood.
The Chair commented on the cost of providing such bins (which was in the region of £500 each) the number of existing bins and the distance between bins elsewhere in the Parish. It was noted that the member of the public did not live within the Parish and that no such requests had been made by parishioners who would have to pay for their provision. The assistant parish clerk referred to the problem with dog fouling and commented that the lack of enforcement had been identified as the main problem rather than insufficient bins. The Chair added that Northumberland County Council were about to embark upon a major enforcement campaign. Councillor Innes added that she regular visited Cambois links with her dog and found the existing provision more than adequate.
RESOLVED.

That the individuals request be referred to the Environment working group for further consideration.
CO059/13
16. WORKING GROUPS
The minutes of the Finance & General purposes working group held on Thursday 27th June were circulated and members were invited to ask questions. It was noted that all items discussed had appeared as agenda items above and no further information was requested.
RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Working Group are noted.

CO060/13
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that Councillor Graham and she had recently attended Bedlington High School Fair which had been well attended. She advised that some participatory consultation had been undertaken and the results would be analysed and considered by the Communications & Community liaison working group. 
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be on Tuesday 3rd September 2013 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.20pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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