

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Special Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24 September 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J Dobie

D Graham

P Hedley
N Hogarth
A. Innes 

T Johnstone
A. Stewart.

A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk, Hugh Massey, John Thompson, Ron Straughan.
CO0079/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor C Parker
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO080/13
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
Disclosures of pecuniary interests were received from Councillors Stewart, Wallace, Hogarth and Graham all being residents of the parish. The clerk had received signed requests for dispensation for the next business item on the agenda.
Resolved

That dispensation be granted on the basis that the Council could not reach a democratic decision without balanced representation of the community.

CO081/13
3. EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

RESOLVED 
That the press and public be excluded from the following item of business on the grounds of its confidential nature and commercial sensitivity.
CO082/13
REquest FOR FUNDING FROM THE TRUSTEES OF EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Chair introduced Ron Straughan, the chairman of East Bedlington Community Centre who thanked the Parish Council for agreeing to receive the presentation. He introduced Hugh Massey and John Thompson of Hugh Massey architects who had been engaged by the Community Centre trustees to carry out an initial inspection and options report on the premises. 

Hugh Massey then gave a presentation to the Council on the potential redevelopment of 16/17, Station Street and the aspirations of the Community Centre trustees. The Clerk advised the Council as to the impact on the parish precept from borrowing the sum required and on the advice he had received from Ernst Young regarding VAT recovery.

Councillor Johnstone asked whether there was a mandate to justify the expenditure and the Clerk then referred to the extensive consultation that had been carried out over the last 2 years and he read a number of extracts received from parishioners. 
Chairman Wallace, provided a cost per head comparative with that of the proposed Ashington Community & Leisure Centre development. He advised that the investment made by Northumberland County Council per resident in Ashington would be £717 whilst the Parish Council’s investment would only be £39.
Whilst recognising the need for Community facilities in Bedlington Station members also recognised that these should be accessible to those living in the more remote areas of the Parish. 
The Chairman then thanked Hugh Massey architects for their presentation and invited Ron Straughan, to make a final summation of the Centre’s proposals.

Councillor Allan Stewart then moved the following motions that were seconded by Councillor Alex Wallace and requested a named vote;
That; 
1) “East Bedlington Parish Council approves £350,000 to fund Phase 1 of the renovation of East Bedlington Community Centre”

2) “That East Bedlington Parish Council agrees to be the primary lessee or act as guarantors under the terms of the lease subject to which arrangement is most tax efficient”
RESOLVED

That that the motions are carried unanimously by Councillors in attendance as detailed above.  
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be Tuesday 1 October 2013 at East Bedlington Community Centre, 6.00pm

Meeting Closed 8.00pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      Date: ………………………………………...
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