

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 3 September 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J Dobie

D Graham

P Hedley

A. Innes 

T Johnstone
C Parker
 A. Stewart.

A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 6 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present explaining that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
County Councillor Val Tyler referred to an e-mail she had received from NCC officers advising of availability of S106 monies available for indoor / outdoor play applications for which applications needed to be received by 22 November. A member of the public inquired regarding the outcome of his request for additional bins on Cambois Links and at Dene Park. The Clerk advised that the Allotments and Environment Working Group had decided to recommend that an additional bin should be provided at Dene Park but that no additional bins should be provided on Cambois Links.  
CO0061/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors D Armstrong, J Davis and N Hogarth.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO062/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2013 are signed as a correct record.

CO063/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


The Chair referred to the open session of the previous meeting advising that the planning application for the Percy arms would be determined 17 September and that the planning officer’s recommendation was to approve planning permission with conditions.

RESOLVED

That matters arising are noted. 
CO064/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO065/13
5. POLICE REPORT

A written police report was circulated to members and the public.

RESOLVED

That the Police report is noted.

CO066/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Council considered the schedule of correspondence received up to 22 August 2013. The Chair referred to item 462 regarding the unofficial hand over of an allotment at Cambois. The Clerk advised that this was not allowed and that he would be writing to the existing tenant. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
CO067/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· The hard landscaping works were substantially complete at the Gap Site and the project could be complete by the end of the month.
· Listed buildings consent was being sought for the restoration of Cambois War Memorial from NCC and once received an order would be placed with the preferred contractor. He advised that timing of the works would be depending on when consent was given.

· The installation of the CCTV camera over looking Cambois Allotments was in hand.

· The Council’s web site upgrade had been delayed due to the supplier developing a new release of their software. This was now being tested and the Council could have their upgraded website within days.  
Finally, he referred to correspondence item 457 which referred to the sale of Bedlington Golf Course and the use of the capital receipt. The Council had been informed by NCC’s Director of Finance that the capital receipt “was actioned as part of the planning for the creation of the new unitary council and in line with the policy adopted by the County Council such capital receipts were not ring fenced to a particular area but were used to support the overall Capital Programme of the Council. From memory the Council received approximately £500,000.”

The Council had also been advised that the former administration agreed a community asset transfer of the Bedlington Community Centre to West Bedlington Town Council who had subsequently received funding of circa £150,000 to contribute to extensive refurbishment costs. 
For the benefit of new Council Members the Clerk referred to the minutes of a Cabinet Committee meeting of the former Wansbeck District Council dated 5 February 2007, where it was documented that the proceeds from the sale of Bedlington Golf Course were to be ring fenced to finance sport leisure and recreational facilities in Bedlington.
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO068
/13
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V40
	Community Consultation Ltd - Insurance
	1833.30

	
	East Bedlington Community Centre - rechargeable
	-338.43

	V41
	East Bedlington Community Centre (Rent £1300; Grant £5000; Election £160)
	6460.00

	V42
	Ian Ballance - Windows
	52.50

	V43
	24/7 IT Solutions - Servicing
	78.00

	V44
	24/7 Private Hire – Taxi to Port of Blyth sponsored event
	51.00

	V45
	Friends of East Meets West – small grant
	300.00

	V46
	Bedlington High School - Breakfast Club
	500.00

	V47
	Choysez – small grant
	200.00

	V48
	NUM – Wreath – Miners picnic
	25.00

	V49
	J A Tindale - expenses
	31.23

	V50
	Leading Link - Donation
	100.00

	V51
	SportZone NE – Cage football – small grant
	400.00

	V52
	NALC - Members training course
	20.00

	DD
	BT -telephony
	69.36

	V53
	Keenleysides
	148.06

	V54
	Playsafety Ltd – ROSPA inspections
	561.60

	DD
	Bank Charges
	20.00

	V55
	Blyth Harbour Commission - sponsorship
	1200.00

	V56
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois Allotments
	176.17

	V56
	Northumbrian Water - East Sleekburn Allotments
	53.16

	V57
	NCC - Payroll - July
	3310.25

	V58
	Andrew Thornton - mileage expenses
	80.00

	V59
	BDO LLP – external audit fee
	480.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	17.10

	V60
	ABS Business Supplies Ltd - stationery
	102.29

	V61
	Helens Plants – summer bedding / hanging baskets
	1137.45

	V62
	Northumberland County Council - Free Wood – opening event / bollards
	880.56

	V63
	Alpha Rail - Gap Site - Fencing
	9818.81

	V64
	Funding Information North East – Funding reference book
	22.00

	V65
	Wansbeck Centre for Voluntary Service – funding advice
	720.00

	V66
	Birch Landscapes – planters etc
	648.00

	DD
	BT - telephony
	68.76

	V67
	Keenleysides
	61.50

	V68
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	133.83

	V69
	MW Design - newsletter
	1118.00

	V70
	Alex Wallace - Chairs travel expenses
	56.00

	V71
	NCC - Payroll - August
	3489.09

	DD
	Bank Charges
	13.40

	V72
	Society of Local Council Clerks - subscription
	162.00

	V73
	Mrs. J A Tindale - Assist Clerks Expenses
	73.63

	V74
	Mini Pony Hire – Cambois fair
	320.00

	V75
	ABS Business Supplies - stationery
	379.80

	V76
	Football Fun - donation
	50.00

	V77
	Barry Mead – clay tile making – Cambois Fair
	75.00


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO069/13
9. INCOME

The Council was advised that allotment rent of £24.40 and £260 recharge to EBCC had been received.
Resolved

That the income received is noted.

CO070/13
10. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 23rd August 2013 of £87,340.42.
RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.

CO071/13
11. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st July 2013 as attached at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO072/13
12.  BUDGET REPORT
Members considered a budget monitoring report that had been prepared by the Clerk. He advised that the Council was still predicted to be within its budget having some £5,700 in contingencies. However, it would be unwise to commit to significant additional expenditure until the final cost of the Gap Site development could be estimated with a degree of accuracy.
RESOLVED.
(1) That the budget monitoring report is noted.
CO073/13
13. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Council considered the following applications;
13.1
Bedlington Town Under 9’s - £500
13.2
Football Fun - £500
13.3
Bedlington Town Under 11’s - £500
13.4
Central Palz 
RESOLVED.
(1)That the following donations be awarded;

· Bedlington Town under 9’s - £50 
· Football Fun - £50
· Bedlington Town under 11’s - £50 

· Central Palz - £25
CO074/13
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
Members considered the following recommendations from the Allotments & Environment Committee;

14.1
Provision of additional bin in Dene Park – Estimated cost £600.

14.2
Provision of “Sounding out Bedlington” information board in Free Wood cost estimated at £500.

14.3 
Proposals to carry out Planned Maintenance of Parks equipment.

14.4
Proposals to form a Shadow Management Committee for Cambois allotments. 

RESOLVED.

(1) That an additional bin is provided in Dene Park at an approximate cost of £600.
(2) That a Sounding out Bedlington information board be provided in Dene Park at a cost of £500.

(3) That a programme of planned maintenance be carried out at each of the Council’s play areas as suggested in the Allotments and Environment Working Group minutes. These to be financed from the existing budget provision.
(4) That the tenants of Cambois allotments be approach with a view to forming a shadow management committee.
CO075/13
15. WORKING GROUPS
Members considered the minutes of the various working groups that had met since the previous meeting. The Chair reminded members that the minutes were for information and provided an opportunity for members to seek clarification from Champions but were not an opportunity to re-open debate. Councillor Stewart provided clarification and responded to questions relating to the Allotments & Environment Working Group meeting held on 13 August. There were no questions raised in relation to the Communications and Community Liaison or Finance and General Purposes working groups that were held on 15 August.
RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Working Groups are noted.

CO076/13
16. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC
Members considered exclusion of the press and public for the next item on the agenda as it contained confidential and commercially sensitive information. 

RESOLVED

The motion was carried unanimously.
CO077/13
17. FUNDING APPLICATION FROM EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE TRUSTEES

The Clerk referred to a letter from East Bedlington Community Centre requesting a commitment from the Parish Council to contribute to the restoration of the Community Centre. He provided indicative costs and an indication of the impact on the Council Tax should the Council be minded to borrow the required funds.

RESOLVED

That a Special Council Meeting be called on 24th September 2013 to receive a presentation from East Bedlington Community Centre and detailed costings from the Clerk with a view to approving the necessary finance.
CO078/13
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be a Special Council Meeting on Tuesday 24 September followed by a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 1st 2013 both meetings commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.25pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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