

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 5 November 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J Dobie
D Graham
P Hedley
N Hogarth

A. Innes 

T Johnstone
A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present explaining that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
There were no questions raised.
CO0099/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors D Armstrong and C Parker.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO100/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st October are signed as a correct record.

CO101/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart referred to minute CO084/13 and provided an update on progress with the Gap Site.. He also referred to the installation of CCTV at Cambois allotments advising that this would be complted on 6 November. 
RESOLVED

That matters arising are noted. 
CO102/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
Councillor Stewart – Friend of Gallagher Park.

CO103/13
5. POLICE REPORT

The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that there was no police report as PC Neil Nevens had put in his apologies when he had realised the meeting was on Guy Fawkes night when the Police would be busy..
CO104/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Council considered the schedule of correspondence received up to 12 October 2013. Withreference to item 484 it was noted that CouncillorsStewart and Johnstone had also attendedthe joint area committee meeting on 16 October. With reference to item 485 (Parish liaison Working Group) the chair provided details planned future meetings and in connection with item 495 he advised that following the NALC AGM he had been appointed Vice President. He also advise that the deadline for submitting the Parish Precept was January 17 2014 and that the County Council had taken the decision not to passport Housing Benefit Subsidy. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk and the information provided by the Chair are noted.
CO105/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· NCC had been advised of the Christmas switch on date which is Friday 29 November at 3.00pm at Sleekburn house and the tree would be in situ on Wednseday 6th November. Entertainment was being arranged by the Assistant Clerk.
· The installation of the CCTV camera at St Andrews Church overlooking Cambois Allotments would take place on Wednesday 6 November.
· Restoration of the War Memorial was scheduled to be carried out in April 2014. Listed buildings consent was expected by 27 November.

· With respect to play areas all would be painted by the end of the week (weather permitting); additional maintenance for grass cutting, forking of safety areas, edging, sweeping etc was under negotiation with Birch Landscapes. He also advised that one swing needed replacing and that he estimated that additional play bark was needed at a cost of £2,500 - £3,000. Finally, he advised that NCC wished to transfer the land in connection with the play areas at Jennings Field and Selbourne Terrace and that this was likely to have budget implications

· The Gap Site was £14,000 overspent on the works carried out by Northumberland County Council and he suggested that any future works should be restricted to fixed priced contracts won through competitive tendering. Referring to Councilllor Stewarts earlier comments under matters arising he advised that all the street furniture had now been installed but that the landscaping works had still not been completed.    
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.
CO106
/13
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V95
	UK Office Direct – print cartridges
	123.76

	V96
	Keenleysides – lock gap site
	33.53

	V97
	East Bedlington Community Centre - rent
	1300.00

	V98
	I Balance – window cleaning
	105.00

	V99
	Coast Technology – CCTV Cambois
	842.88

	V100
	Northumberland County Council – basket trees – Gap Site
	1512.00

	V101
	Councillor Allan Stewart - broadband
	120.00

	V102
	Councillor Alex Wallace – broadband + car mileage
	96.40

	V103
	NCC - Payroll - October
	3346.02

	V104
	Northumbrian Water – Cambois - Allotments
	238.82

	V104
	Northumbrian Water - East Sleekburn -Allotments
	77.08

	V105
	Barnesbury Cycling Club - donation
	50.00

	V106
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	59.38

	DD
	Bank Charges
	16.53


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO107/13
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 24th October 2013 of £113,317.94.
RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.
CO108/13
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation to 30 September 2013 as attached at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO109/13
MOTION TO VARY THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The Chair tabled a motion to vary the order of business in order facilitate the smooth running of the meeting whereby items 12,13,14,& 17 would precede item 11 which would then be followed by items 15 and 16.
RESOLVED.

That the motion be carried unanimously.

CO110/13
12. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
RESOLVED.
That the following donations be awarded;

(1) Mind Active - £100

(2) Cambois Rowing Club - £50

(3) St Andrew’s Church £250
CO111/13
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION
Members considered the following;
13.1
Funding advice sessions.
13.2
NAC – AGM & Conference Belfast - £295 + accommodation

13.3
Letter from Steve Moscrop requesting the Council’s support against change of use in respect of a playing field at West Sleekburn. 

RESOLVED.
(1) That the funding advice sessions are not renewed.
(2) That members wishing to attend the NAC AGM should contact the Clerk.
(3) That the Council supports non change of use in respect of the playing field at West Sleekburn.
CO112/13
14. WORKING GROUPS
Members reviewed the minutes of the Allotments and Environment Working group dated 23 November and the Finance and General Purposes working group held on 24 November.
RESOLVED.
That the minutes of the working groups are noted.
CO113/13
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The chair referred to a planning application relating to Charlton’s pub in Cambois and proposals to convert the upper floor to 7 double bedrooms with en-suite facilities.

RESOLVED
That the Council supports the proposals and that the Assistant Parish Clerk submits the Council’s comments.
CO114/13
11. PARISH PLAN. 
The Assistant Parish Clerk gave a presentation on behalf of the Parish Plan Steering Group, outlining the findings and recommendations of the Group and commending the Draft Parish Plan to the Council. Councillor Stewart thanked the Assistant Clerk and the Parish Plan Steering Group for their hard work over the past 17 months.
RESOLVED

That the Draft Parish Plan be formally adopted as East Bedlington Parish Council’s Parish Plan 2013 -2018.

CO115/13 
15. EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

Members considered whether to exclude the press and public from the following item on the grounds that it included commercially sensitive and confidential information.

RESOLVED.

That the press and public be excluded.

CO116/13
16. BUDGET

The clerk circulated a budget report showing actual expenditure incurred up to 31 October and predicted outturns for 2013/14. He advised that all the Council’s budget contingencies had been used up by a significant overspend attributable to works carried out by Northumberland County Council. However, the restoration of Cambois War Memorial which had been budgeted for in the current year would now be carried out in April 2014 which would ease the pressure on working balances. The Clerk advised the Council that it should not enter into “open ended” arrangements with NCC in the future regardless of the urgency of any project. 
The Clerk then referred to the provisional budget which had been prepared for 2014/15. He advised that the parish precept was likely to be in the region of £75 for a Band D property compared to £46 in 2013/14.

The main reasons for the increase were as follows;

· A 25% reduction in the Council’s tax base (the second highest in South East Northumberland).
· Loan repayments of circa £30,000 per annum in relation to the Council’s contribution to the restoration of East Bedlington Community Centre

· Inadequate balances to repeat the £15,000 contribution made from reserves in 2013/14.

RESOLVED 

That the Budget report is received.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 3rd December 2013 commencing at 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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