

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 3 December 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J Dobie
D Graham
P Hedley
N Hogarth

A. Innes 

C Parker
A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present wish them a Merry Christmas. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
The Reverend Ian Hennerby referred to a road bollard that was in his possession and the Clerk advised that he would contact NCC to collect it.
CO0117/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor T Johnstone .
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO118/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th November are signed as a correct record.

CO119/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


The Chair referred to minute CO105/13 in connection with the Christmas switch on that had taken place on Friday 29th November and he thanked all who had contributed to making the event such a success. Particular thanks went to the Reverend Ian Hennerby, Bedlington Station and Steadlane primary schools, Bedlington High School, Radio Northumberland and Councillor Andreas Iness who had sourced the mince pies from ASDA.

Referring to minute CO116/13 the Chair commented on the intervention of NALC in respect of Council Tax Benefit Support Grant issue and he provided details of discussions that had taken place with the DCLG minister. Councillor Stewart quantified the impact that the non passporting of the grant had on the Council’s finances.      
RESOLVED

(1) That matters arising are noted. 
(2) That a letter of thanks be sent to ASDA for their kind donation.
CO120/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
Councillor Stewart – Friend of Gallagher Park.
CO121/13
5. POLICE REPORT

PC Neil Nevens introduced himself and PC Steve Nicklin who were now the local neighbourhood policing team for Bedlington Station. PC Niclin advised that local crime was up by 10% compared to the same time last year but that crime in Bedlington was only up by 3%. One reason for this was that a prolific theft offender had been sent to jail for 22 weeks. Anti Social Behavior was down by 15%  and part of this was due to one particular alcoholic who had moved out of the area, close working with Bernicia and improvements on Burnside estate were also cited as contributing to the improved statistics.

A number of members questioned whether the current economic climate was a significant factor to the increased level of theft and it was agreed that this could be a factor but was difficult to quantify.   
CO122/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Council considered the schedule of correspondence received up to 28 November 2013. With reference to item 499 (Determination of a substation – land north of Blyth Power Station) the Chair advised that public consultaion had taken place today and that a further consultation was to take place on 4 December at Cambois Welfare, when Councillors would have the opportunity to attend.

In connection with item 500 (Consultation of Northumberland County Council’s Core Strategy in relation to Housing, Employment and Green Belt strategy) the meeting was advised that that this would take place on 10 December at Bedlington Community Centre between 3:30 and 5:00pm. 
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk and the information provided by the Chair are noted.
CO123/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· The CCTV camera at St Andrews Church overlooking Cambois Allotments had now been installed.
· Listed buildings consent had now been received for the restoration of Cambois War Memorial, however, there were a number of conditions that needed to be met.

· All play areas had now been painted.
· The Gap Site was now complete.

· Choppington Parish Council had agreed in principle to 50% of the cost of painting the Welwyn Bridge.

· A meeting with NCC’s Director of Finance had taken place where he had the opportunity to put forward the case for funding for East Bedlington Community Centre. The Director of Finance agreed to present the Council’s case to the Labour leadership for a decision and that the Parish would be advised in due course.   
The Chair questioned whether the Council should be incurring expenditure on an asset believed to belong to Network Rail. It was agreed that responsibility lay with Network Rail but that this was low priority to them and therefore the Council needed to make a decision on whether it was prepared to pay to have the bridge painted.
The Chair also advised that the South East Area Committee meeting was to take place on Wednesday 11th December at the Briardale Centre, Blyth to discuss the state of the Area and 2014/15 budget. This would provide an opportunity to seek answers from NCC Officers nad Members and provide an insight regarding NCC position in relation to the passporting of Council Tax Beniefit Support Grant.         
RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report and the Chair comments be noted.
(2) That painting of the Welwyn Bridge be placed as an agenda item on the next Parish Council meeting.
CO124
/13
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V107
	Tallantyre paint – play areas
	188.94

	V108
	Royal British Legion – wreaths and crosses
	127.00

	V109
	Northumberland County Council – floral displays
	1579.33

	V110
	Wansbeck Centre for Voluntary Service -  funding advice
	180.00

	V111
	SportZone NE – cage football – Cambois fair
	250.00

	V112
	Tallantyre paint – play areas
	80.98

	V113
	Andrew Thornton - Expenses
	112.50

	V114
	Coast Technology – CCTV Cambois Allotments
	504.00

	V115
	Mind Active - donation
	100.00

	V116
	Cambois Rowing Club - donation
	50.00

	V117
	St Andrew's Church - donation
	250.00

	V118
	M Doherty – painter – play areas
	935.00

	V119
	Tallantyre – paint play areas
	134.96

	V120
	Keenleysides
	104.84

	V121
	Birch Landscapes – grounds maintenance – play areas, baskets etc
	738.00

	V122
	Northumberland County Council – Gap Site
	27043.20

	V123
	NCC - Payroll - November
	3346.02

	V124
	Tallantyre – Paint play areas
	26.99

	DD
	Bank Charges
	15.09

	V125
	Glasdon – bin inners
	142.70

	V126
	Tallantyre – paint play areas
	80.98

	V127
	Elveden Farms Ltd – Christmas tree
	489.60

	V128
	Blachere Illumination – Christmas lights
	402.00

	V129
	M Doherty – painter play ares
	748.00


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO125/13
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 30th November 2013 of £75,597.59.
RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.
CO126/13
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation to 31st October 2013 as attached at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.
CO127/13
11. BUDGET 2013

The Clerk advised on the overall 2013 budget with most budget heads either spent or committed. He advised that the 2014 budget was not on the agenda due to uncertainty surrounding Council Tax Benefit Support Grant and potential capping of Town and Parish Councils. The answer to these issues were expected to be known before Christmas and he suggested a special council meeting to set the 2014/15 precept on 14 January 2014 would make sense.

The Clerk referred to the 2013 level of precept (£86,568) which was after a contribution of £15,306 from the Council’s reserves. Unfortunately that could not be repeated in 2014.

He explained that the net budget requirement (before use of reserves) for 2013 was £101,884 and that the budget requirement for 2014 was estimated at £134,440. The increase (£32,596) being  entirely attributable to the reduction of the Council’s tax base that had been brought about through the localisation of the Council Tax benefit and which was entirely beyond the control of the Council.    
CO128/13
12. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
12.1 Trinity Youth Association
RESOLVED.
That a donation of £50 be awarded.
CO129/13
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION
13.1
Freehold for Jennings Field and Selbourne Terrace play areas.
The Clerk advised that the Council had been approached by NCC to take over the freehold of these sites. He advised that he had approached NCC for clarification as to what the Parish would be expected to pay for should it agree to take over the sites making particular reference to grass cutting, litter picking and emptying of bins.  
.
RESOLVED.
(1) That a decision be deferred until responsibility for cutting grass and litter picking had been established.
CO130/13
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Clerk raised the issue of office closure over the Christmas period. 
RESOLVED
That the Parish Council Office would close to the public on Thursday 19th December 2013 and re-open on Thursday 2nd January 2014.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 7th January 2014 commencing at 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.20pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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