

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 7 January 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

D Graham
P Hedley
N Hogarth

C Parker
A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present wish them a happy New year. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
There were no questions.
CO0131/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor A Innes. 

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO132/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2013 are signed as a correct record.

CO133/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart commented on CO119/13 advising on the impact of the non Passporting of the Council Tax Support grant on the Councils Finances. The Chair commented on NCC services which would not now be transferred these included parks and open spaces and cemeteries.The Chair also referred to minute CO122/13 regarding an under sea cable being laid between Cambois and Norway and announced that this would be the largest in Europe and would create 10 jobs.He referred to minute CO123/13 regarding painting of the Welwyn Bridge which had been deferred to the next meeting but had not appeared on the agenda. The Clerk advised that a working had not taken place to discuss the issue.

RESOLVED

That the matters arising are noted and that proposals for the Welwyn bridge be further deferred.
CO134/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
The Chair disclosured a personal interest in Agenda item 6 (Planning application) in respect of proposed development for 48 houses north of East Sleekburn.
CO135/13
5. POLICE REPORT

There was no police report.   
CO136/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Council considered the schedule of correspondence received up to 19 December 2013. There were no matters arising.
RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
CO137/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· Potential Capping of Town and Parish Precepts in 2014/15
· Government Ministers announcement in connection with Passporting Local Council Tax Support Grant.

· No further progress concerning the resoration of the War Memorial.

RESOLVED

(1) That the Clerks report be noted.
CO138
/13
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS

The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V130
	MW Design Ltd
	450.00

	DD
	British Telecom
	89.86

	V131
	Generation UK
	38.05

	V132
	NCC - Payroll - December
	3346.02

	V133
	Trinity Youth Association
	50.00

	V134
	Chairmans Expenses
	87.60

	V135
	Keenleysides
	33.65

	DD
	Bank Charges
	11.55

	V136
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	40.05

	V137
	MW Design Ltd
	1433.00

	V138
	Radio Northumberland Ltd
	75.00

	V139
	Jenny Tindale - expenses
	66.26

	V140
	EBCC - Rent
	1300.00

	V141
	I Ballance - window Cleaner
	87.50


The Clerk advised that at cheque for £27, 043.20 in respect of the Gap Site had been with held until a itemised bill was received.

RESOLVED

(1) That the expenditure schedule be approved.
(2) That the Council endorse the Clerks action in connection with withholding payment for the Gap Site.
CO139/13
9. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 31th December 2013 of £69,470.61.
RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.
CO140/13
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation to 30th November 2013 as attached at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.
CO141/13
11. BUDGET 2013

The Clerk advised on the overall 2013 budget with most budget heads either spent or committed. He advised that balances at the year end were expected to be in the region of £64 – £65,000.    
CO142/13
12. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
12.1 Bedlingtonshire Community High School
12.2 Bedlington Traders – Xmas lights

RESOLVED.
(1) That a donation of £75 be awarded to Bedlingtonshire High School.
(2) That the request for funding from Bedlington traders be declined and that the traders be invited to take part in a working group to discuss future festive light displays.
CO143/13
13. MATTERS FOR DECISION
13.1
Freehold for Jennings Field and Selbourne Terrace play areas.
13.2
Schedule of Working Groups

13.3
NAC – Training – Police Crime & Emergency Services Carlisle     
.
With reference to the freehold of play areas the clerk advised that there were benefits and disadvantages in taking these over. The benefits were that ownership was necessary if applying for grants and that the Council would have greater control over maintenance. The disadvantage was that additional costs could be incurred for removal of fly tipping.  

RESOLVED.
(1) That the Council takes the freehold for Jennings field and Selbourne Terrace.
(2) That the schedule of working groups be approved.
(3) That the NAC training is noted.
CO130/13
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 14th January 2014 commencing at 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre for the purpose of setting the parish pecept for 2014/15..

Meeting Closed 7.15pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
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