

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 14 January 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

Jay Davis

Joe Dobie

P Hedley

C Parker

A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 1 member of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
There were no questions.
CO0145/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor A Innes, D Graham and  N Hogarth.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO146/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 January 2014 are signed as a correct record.

CO147/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Parker referred to the absence of a police report at the previous meeting. It was noted that crime statistics were prepared for the LMAPS meetings which could be referred to. The Assistant Parish Clerk commented that generally crime was coming down in Bedlington and going up in Ashington. She advised that every effort would be made to ensure a police presence at the next meeting.
RESOLVED

That the matters arising are noted.
CO148/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
The Parish Clerk declared a personal and pecuniary interest in connection with item 5 on the agenda (increase in working hours included in the 2014/15 Budget as a growth item). The Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk, Councillors Colin Parker and Jay Davis declared personal  and pecuniary interests (as trustees of East Bedlington Community Centre) in connection with agenda item  5 (growth item concerning loan repayments) .

The Clerk advised that he had received written requests for dispensation (pursuant to Sections 31 and 33 of the Localism Act 2011 and East Bedlington Parish Council’s Code of Coduct) from all members living in the parish who had pecuniary interests in land, for dispensation to participate in agenda item 5, (setting the parish precept)  
RESOLVED.

That the declarations of interests are noted and that dispensations are granted for the purpose of setting the annual budget and precept.

Councillor Wallace left the meeting at 6:18pm and Councillor Stewart took over as Chair. 

CO149/13
5.1 BUDGET 2014/15 and  PARISH PRECEPT
The Parish Clerk presented a budget report and financial summary outlining the main issues impacting on the 2014/15 budget and beyond. The report identified the main issues as;

a) Withdrawal of Local Council Tax Support Grant by Northumberland County Council
b) Potential capping of Town and Parish Councils in the future

c) Growth items including the revenue implications associated with borrowing £350,000 for the restoration of East Bedlington Community Centre and an increase in the Clerks working hours

d) Non- Recurring expenditure require for existing commitments and to implement the Parish plan

e) Contingencies for unforeseen items of expenditure

f) Contribution from balances and the level of reserves 

He advised that the financial budget summary had been prepared on the following basis;
a) That growth items outlined in the report totalling £33,380 are included

b) That Non recurring items of expenditure totalling £14,200 are included

c) That allotment rents (with the exception of allotment associations) are increased by 5%

d) A contingency of £8,000 is provided
e) There are no contributions from balances
RESOLVED

(1) That the 2014/15 Budget (inclusive of items a-d above) is approved.

(2) That the 2014/15 Parish Precept is set at £142,610 (equivalent to £74.17 per band D property).  

CO150/13
5.2 BORROWING APPROVAL - EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Clerk referred to his report which outlined borrowing requirements, risks and options available.

RESOLVED 
That the Council borrows £350,000 over a period of 15 years for the purpose of the restoration of East Bedlington Community Centre and that the responsible financial officer is authorised to apply for borrowing approval.

CO151/13
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 4th February 2014 commencing at 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 6.50pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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