

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4 February 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

Joe Dobie
P Hedley (6.35 onwards)
A Innes
A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk, CSO Dave Johnson and 4 member of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
The Reverend Ian Hennerby enquired when the Cambois War Memorial would be refurbished in order that a service could be organised. The Clerk advised that the work was scheduled to be undertaken in April and that the parish would like to contribute to the commemorative event.
CO0152/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor D Graham, N Hogarth, C Parker and P Hedley for late arrival. The Clerk also announced that he had received the resignation of Councillor David Armstrong and referred to his long service as a parish and former district councillor. 
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted and that the Council acknowledges Councillor Armstrong’s contribution and wished him well for the future.
CO153/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14 January 2014 are signed as a correct record.

CO154/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart referred to minute CO149/13 commenting on growth items in the 2014/15 budget that were to address some of the issues identified in the parish plan. The Clerk advised that whilst the parish precept had increased by 65% that it was still the lowest by far in South East Northumberland referring to other authorities whose budgets were 3-4 fold those of East Bedlington. He also commented that this included funding the development of  its own community centre.
RESOLVED

That the matters arising are noted.
CO155/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO156/13
5. POLICE REPORT
CSO Dave Johnstone advised that there had been 30 recorded crimes in January of which 14 had been detected. This was a significant reduction on the previous year. There had been a rise in burglary dwelling however 3 arrests had been made. There had also been an increase in disorder on Palace Road, the Clayton Corner and Station Street. The neighbourhood team were working with the parish council to address youth disorder issues whilst the Burnside Estate residents group had been successful in pulling down £1400 from the police crime commissioners fund to provide cage football. An awards ceremony was to be held for the young people taking part in the diversionary activity.

RESOLVED


That the police report be noted.  

CO157/13
6. CORRESPONDANCE
The Assistant Parish Clerk read out a letter of thanks from Mind Active for the Council’s support for their OAP Christmas day tea. 

RESOLVED 
That the correspondence is noted.
CO158/13
7. CLERKS REPORT
The clerk referred to an e-mail he had received from the head of democratic services at Northumberland County Council requesting an electronic copy of the parish plan which she considered could be used as a model document for other parish councils. 

He  advised that he had responded to the traders request with regard to Christmas lighting and he also referred to a training opportunity for councillors that was to be run by NALC. He confirmed that he had now received the itemised bill for the gap site from NCC as requested and that he would report back on this matter at the next council meeting.

RESOLVED

That the clerks report be noted. 

CO159/13
8. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

RESOLVED

That the schedule of invoices and payment vouchers be approved.

CO160/13
9. FINANCIL POSITION

RESOLVED

That the cleared balance as at 31 January 2014 of £70,856.66 is noted.
CO161/13
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation up to 31 December 2013 be approved.
CO162/13
11. BUDGET OUTTURN 2013/14

The clerk advised that there had been little change since the previous report and that he expected balances at the year end to be in the region of £63-64,000.

Councillor P Hedley joined the meeting at 6.35pm.

CO163/13
12. NCC and TOWN / PARISH COUNCIL CHARTER
The Chair provided background information with regards to the charter and advised that the council had been requested to respond to the draft document. Councillor Stewart questioned the value of the document and the need for additional meetings, commenting that County Councillors would be paid whilst parish councillors would be expected to give up their free time. Councillor Paul Hedley commented that in his opinion there was an improved working relationship since the new administration had taken over.
RESOLVED

That the clerk responds on behalf of the parish council whilst noting that it had not yet been finalised.
CO164/13
13. SMALL GRANTS AND DONATIONS

RESOLVED

That a grant of £254.99 be awarded to the First Bedlington Rainbow guides.

CO165/13
14. MINUTES OF WORKING GROUPS
The chair referred to the minutes of the planning and corporate strategy group held on Tuesday 21 January and invited questions. There were no matters arising. He then referred to the next Planning and Corporate Strategy meeting to be held on Tuesday 11 February at 5pm when options for East Bedlington Community Centre would be discussed. 
RESOLVED

That the minutes of the working group are noted. 

CO166/13
15. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
There was no other business.

DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 4th March 2014 commencing at 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
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